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LOVE CANAL: THE HIDDEN HISTORY 
OF THE WORST ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTER 

IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

By Paul DeRienzo 


A group of technicians working at a secret 
nuclear facility in Bayside, Queens in the 
summer of 1956 inadvertently set off a 
massive explosion that killed one worker 
and seriously injured eight others. The 
explosion happened at Sylcor Nuclear 
Corp., a two story industrial building and 
laboratory near what a decade later would 
become the Long Island end of the Throgs 
Neck Bridge. 

Sylcor was a joint enterprise between 
the Sylvania Electronics Corporation and 
Corning Glass Works, formed in the early 
1950s to build a nuclear fuel manufactur¬ 
ing test plant for the government. Workers 
knew very little of what they were doing 
in the plant, except that they had to burn 
waste from experiments containing the 
radioactive element thorium, which was 
being explored as an alternative fuel to the 


unsuspecting technician was horribly 
burned and lingered a long and painful 
death from the blast. Despite denials by 
the government, friends and relatives 
believe that the killer was more likely radi¬ 
ation exposure then blast injuries. The 
other workers were disabled for life. 
Denied compensation, the injured workers 
spent years trying unsuccessfully to sue 
the government. All they were offered 
after the blast were their jobs back. 
Decades later, when the buildings were 
razed for condominiums, radioactive soil 
was discovered. The government and the 
developer claim there is no danger to the 
residents. 

Landscape of the Bomb 

Buffalo, New York, and its neighboring 
communities, like the industrial towns of 
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LOVE CANAL: THE HIDDEN HISTORY 
OF THE WORST ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTER 

IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

By Paul DeRienzo 



A group of technicians working at a secret 
nuclear facility in Bayside, Queens in the 
summer of 1956 inadvertently set off a 
massive explosion that killed one worker 
and seriously injured eight others. The 
explosion happened at Sylcor Nuclear 
Corp., a two story industrial building and 
laboratory near what a decade later would 
become the Long Island end of theThrogs 
Neck Bridge. 

Sylcor was a joint enterprise between 
the Sylvania Electronics Corporation and 
Corning Glass Works, formed in the early 
1950s to build a nuclear fuel manufactur¬ 
ing test plant for the government. Workers 
knew very little of what they were doing 
in the plant, except that they had to burn 
waste from experiments containing the 
radioactive element thorium, which was 
being explored as an alternative fuel to the 
much rarer isotopes of uranium. Thorium 
would be the fuel of choice for Indian 
Point I, the first of three nuclear power 
plants built for Con Edison in Buchanan, 
NY, to power New York City and Westches¬ 
ter county. 

On that warm humid July day, two 
workers in heavy protective clothing, 
wearing hoods and breathing gear, used 
a long iron tongs to place a golf-ball-sized 
piece of thorium waste into a flame within 
a covered ventilation box called a fume 
hood. The waste gas from the burning was 
to be, as usual, vented directly into the 
atmosphere. 

Unexpectedly the thorium waste 
exploded as the two workers grappled it 
into the flame using the long tongs. The 
blast tossed huge machines around like 
toys, the force of the blast devastating the 
building as a ten ton pieces of equipment 
fell through a crater in the second floor, 
dropping on the workers below. Fire and 
ambulance crews from miles around raced 
to the scene of the disaster, oblivious to 
the classified work in the factory and the 


unsuspecting technician was horribly 
burned and lingered a long and painful 
death from the blast. Despite denials by 
the government, friends and relatives 
believe that the killer was more likely radi¬ 
ation exposure then blast injuries. The 
other workers were disabled for life. 
Denied compensation, the injured workers 
spent years trying unsuccessfully to sue 
the government. All they were offered 
after the blast were their jobs back. 
Decades later, when the buildings were 
razed for condominiums, radioactive soil 
was discovered. The government and the 
developer claim there is no danger to the 
residents. 

Landscape of the Bomb 

Buffalo, New York, and its neighboring 
communities, like the industrial towns of 
Niagara Falls and Tonawanda, were once 
centers of top secret military operations, 
processing thousands of tons of uranium 
ore used in the Manhattan Project, the 
super secret wartime effort to build the 
first atomic bomb. 

The uranium originated in Africa and 
ended its days in the top secret plutonium 
production reactors at Hanford, along 
the Columbia River or Tennessee at Oak 
Ridge, where it was enriched into bomb 
fuel. The A bomb was arguably the most 
significant event of the 20th century, but 
it left a toxic, carcinogenic legacy that will 
last well beyond the 21 st. 

The uranium for the first atomic 
bombs originated at the Shinkolobwe 
mine in the Katanga province of the 
Belgian Congo. The mine held the world's 
richest known deposit of uranium ore and 
is still a source of uranium to smugglers. 
The United Nations has accused Iran of 
purchasing black market uranium from 
"artisanal miners" in Katanga, who have 
been illegally extracting ore. On the eve 
of World War II, only a few people in the 


slave conditions. 

In 1939, Albert Einstein signed a 
letter sent to President Franklin Roosevelt 
warning that "extremely powerful bombs" 
could now be built and Germany had the 
expertise and uranium stockpile to build 
one. Around the same time, a shipment of 
1300 tons of uranium ore was transported 
across the Atlantic. Running a gauntlet of 
German U boats, an ocean-going barge 
slipped into a old dock under the Bayonne 
Bridge, near an abandoned warehouse 
on the Staten Island side. That uranium, 
among the purest in the world, left a radio¬ 
active legacy that can be detected today 
in the fenced off patch of soil where the 
warehouse once stood. 

In September 1942, the Belgian 
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Project. 

[See SECRET RADIOACTIVE SITES 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT NYC 
METRO AREA in this issue-Ed.] 

The Army next cast about for the 
expertise needed to transform the Afri¬ 
can uranium ore it had purchased from 
Belgium into the fuel for an atomic bomb. 
They turned to the Linde Air Products com¬ 
pany, located in Tonawanda, an industrial 
town north of Buffalo. 

Linde's special talent was making the 
bright orange glaze used for porcelain 
dishes and cups called Fiestaware, which, 
until the 1970s, was popular in house¬ 
holds across America. The unique color 
was made using uranium, but the glaze 
also made the pottery slightly radioactive. 







waste from experiments containing the 
radioactive element thorium, which was 
being explored as an alternative fuel to the 
much rarer isotopes of uranium. Thorium 
would be the fuel of choice for Indian 
Point I, the first of three nuclear power 
plants built for Con Edison in Buchanan, 
NY, to power New York City and Westches¬ 
ter county. 

On that warm humid July day, two 
workers in heavy protective clothing, 
wearing hoods and breathing gear, used 
a long iron tongs to place a golf-ball-sized 
piece of thorium waste into a flame within 
a covered ventilation box called a fume 
hood. The waste gas from the burning was 
to be, as usual, vented directly into the 
atmosphere. 

Unexpectedly the thorium waste 
exploded as the two workers grappled it 
into the flame using the long tongs. The 
blast tossed huge machines around like 
toys, the force of the blast devastating the 
building as a ten ton pieces of equipment 
fell through a crater in the second floor, 
dropping on the workers below. Fire and 
ambulance crews from miles around raced 
to the scene of the disaster, oblivious to 
the classified work in the factory and the 
invisible danger awaiting them in the 
smoking ruins. 

Nine men were injured. One 


Landscape ot me Domo 

Buffalo, New York, and its neighboring 
communities, like the industrial towns of 
Niagara Falls and Tonawanda, were once 
centers of top secret military operations, 
processing thousands of tons of uranium 
ore used in the Manhattan Project, the 
super secret wartime effort to build the 
first atomic bomb. 

The uranium originated in Africa and 
ended its days in the top secret plutonium 
production reactors at Hanford, along 
the Columbia River or Tennessee at Oak 
Ridge, where it was enriched into bomb 
fuel. The A bomb was arguably the most 
significant event of the 20th century, but 
it left a toxic, carcinogenic legacy that will 
last well beyond the 21st. 

The uranium for the first atomic 
bombs originated at the Shinkolobwe 
mine in the Katanga province of the 
Belgian Congo. The mine held the world's 
richest known deposit of uranium ore and 
is still a source of uranium to smugglers. 
The United Nations has accused Iran of 
purchasing black market uranium from 
"artisanal miners" in Katanga, who have 
been illegally extracting ore. On the eve 
of World War II, only a few people in the 
world knew the potential destructive force 
that lay inside the black dirt that was dug 
from the ground by miners held in near 
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slave conditions. 

In 1939, Albert Einstein signed a 
letter sent to President Franklin Roosevelt 
warning that "extremely powerful bombs" 
could now be built and Germany had the 
expertise and uranium stockpile to build 
one. Around the same time, a shipment of 
1300 tons of uranium ore was transported 
across the Atlantic. Running a gauntlet of 
German U boats, an ocean-going barge 
slipped into a old dock under the Bayonne 
Bridge, near an abandoned warehouse 
on the Staten Island side. That uranium, 
among the purest in the world, left a radio¬ 
active legacy that can be detected today 
in the fenced off patch of soil where the 
warehouse once stood. 

In September 1942, the Belgian 
officials exiled to New York by the war who 
owned the ore got a visit by an Army Lt. 
Colonel who quietly negotiated a deal to 
buy the burlap bags of top secret dirt, in 
return for another rare element also con¬ 
cealed in the sacks. Radium/fantastically 
valuable in 1942 at more than a million 
dollars a gram in today's money, often 
exists together in nature with uranium. 

The Belgians traded the uranium content 
for the smaller percentage of radium in 
the ore. Radium was one of few seeming¬ 
ly effective cancer remedies at the time 
and was heavily marketed to a gullible 
public as a quack health panacea. The 
army agreed to the deal, ensuring that the 
increasingly radioactive dregs of the multi 
step purification process would be unnec¬ 
essarily shipped thousands of miles back 
and forth across the country. 

Unfortunately for the owners, a com¬ 
pany called African Metals, radium was 
soon replaced by more useful radioactive 
materials that were discovered and pro¬ 
duced in the same reactors that were man¬ 
ufacturing bomb fuel for the Manhattan 


Project. 

[See SECRET RADIOACTIVE SITES 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT NYC 
METRO AREA in this issue-Ed.] 

The Army next cast about for the 
expertise needed to transform the Afri¬ 
can uranium ore it had purchased from 
Belgium into the fuel for an atomic bomb. 
They turned to the Linde Air Products com¬ 
pany, located in Tonawanda, an industrial 
town north of Buffalo. 

Linde's special talent was making the 
bright orange glaze used for porcelain 
dishes and cups called Fiestaware, which, 
until the 1970s, was popular in house¬ 
holds across America. The unique color 
was made using uranium, but the glaze 
also made the pottery slightly radioactive. 
Linde would later become part of the 
Union Carbide Corporation, which played 
a major role in the Manhattan Project. 

A bevy of chemical companies 
clustered around the plentiful electricity 
generated by generators hooked to the 
majestic and nearby Niagara Falls became 
key linchpins in the Manhattan Project. 

The Lehigh Valley railroad shuttled the ore 
from the New York waterfront to a ware¬ 
house in Middlesex, New Jersey, where it 
was sorted by purity and type. The African 
ore contained 65% uranium, compared 
to ores from Colorado and Canada that 
were only a few percent. The toxic waste 
from processing the African ore, which was 
code-named K 65, would be magnitudes 
larger in quantity, more radioactive and 
dangerous than domestic ore. Loaded 
back on the train in Middlesex, the deadly 
cargo was moved to storage "igloos" at 
the Seneca Army Depot, constructed 
near Romulus, NY, as a munitions dump 
during WWII, but actually serving as a 

See LOVE CANAL On Page 7 
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RESIST THE LOGIC OF WORLD WAR! 
U.S. OUT OF THE MIDDLE EAST- 


By A. Kronstadt 


In order for any civilization to survive, 
there has to be a faction that is too radical, 
too driven by insight and the urge to 
investigate, to believe the hype and mass 
emotions. This is the role that the SHAD¬ 
OW must play with regard to so-called 
Islamic terrorism. 

Islamism Is Imperialism's 
Bad Karma 

There is no doubt that the establish¬ 
ment of the ISIS regime in Syria, just as the 
establishment of the Taliban in Afghani¬ 
stan, has taken place precisely because 
of U.S. policies and actions. Just as the 
Islamic mujaheddin in Afghanistan in the 
1980s were nurtured by U.S. intelligence 
in order to push back the Soviet sphere of 
influence in that country, Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists who formed the core of ISIS 
were nurtured by the U.S. as part of a 
policy of regime change against the Assad 
dynasty, who, like Saddam Hussein and the 
Baath party in Syria, have been the chief 
targets of American and Israeli strategy for 
decades. 

Once one sees the pattern here, it 
becomes very difficult to join the howling 
mob that wishes to solve the problem 
of "ISIS" with bombs or military actions, 
because, had the U.S. and the rest of the 
West simply stayed out of the region in 
the first place, not invaded Iraq and not 
supported anybody in the Syrian civil war, 
there would be no Islamic State. Every¬ 
thing the U.S has touched in that region 
has just plain turned to shit. 

It almost looks as if they are all doing 
this out of stupidity, especially since the 
web of stupidity stretches back over both 
Republican and Democratic administra- 


give U.S. and companies exclusive access 
to the remaining petroleum there. If this is 
too much of a conspiracy theory for you, 
you can accept the stupidity scenario. 
Perhaps we are dealing with enormous 
greed mixed with stupidity, which can 
do as much damage as any concerted 
conspiracy. 

Fascism Is Terror 
Terror Is Fascism 

The attacks on Western soil by Islamic 
fundamentalists are quite reminiscent 
of aerial bombing attacks carried out in 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, which 
also killed people indiscriminately, but 
with more powerful weapons. This com¬ 
parison is to put things in perspective, 
not to minimize the horror of what these 
Islamists, who are fascists in the full sense 
of the word, are doing. 

So far, the Islamists have killed fewer 
people than the tens to hundreds of 
thousands killed by U.S. bombing raids on 
North Vietnam, and far fewer than the up 
to one million Japanese civilians killed in 
"morale bombings" that were intended to 
demoralize the population and bring the 
enemy to its knees. It is all terrorism - we 
anarchists expect the state, including any 
so called Islamic State, to be terroristic, be¬ 
cause that has been the nature of the state 
since its invention six thousand years ago. 

Isn't it odd that every time one of 
these terrorist incidents occur, investiga¬ 
tors immediately turn up the identities of 
the persons involved by finding pieces of 
documents and ID cards lying around in 
the ruins? The names are then pulled up 
from some watch list of suspicious Mus¬ 
lims and, boom, the rush to judgment has 


THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
IS KILLING NEW YORK CITY!! 

Each municipality determines what gets built where, the scale of a development and 
what cannot be changed. Zoning is a city's most powerful tool that controls this. 

As we know all-too-well, the government of the City of New York, from the mayor's 
office, to the Planning Commission, to the City Council, has made possible the hyper 
gentrification we've been experiencing for the past 20+ years by generously providing 
zoning variances and new zoning for the benefit of real estate developers, thereby inflat¬ 
ing the "value" of formerly reasonably priced parcels, resulting in the creation of "luxury" 
high-rent units for monied transients willing, for some insane reason, to pay ANYthing to 
live in our city. 

To sweeten the pot, the city also provides tax abatements to developers, as well as 
public tax dollars to subsidize the creation of market rate housing AND tax credits to 
already wealthy buyers of units! 

With the city and state providing tax-free funding, charging NO taxes and allowing 
developers to build at will wherever they desire, how can developers resist? While devel¬ 
opers and real estate maggots receive deserved anger by those who see and know what 
is happening, politicians make grand speeches full of LIES about protecting lower-in¬ 
come residents and keeping NYC affordable, as they continue to assist in hyper-gentrify- 
ing our city. 

Politicians who have been encouraging this have been corrupted without possibility 
of penalty or recourse as laws and zoning have been changed to allow for high density 
"market rate" units while rent protections have been watered down year after year. 

This is more than simply a matter of developers getting what they've paid politicians 
to provide them with: this is a conspiracy co ordinated between elected officials, devel¬ 
opers and banksters as part of a master plan to change the demographics of New York 
City im favor of the wealthy over the poor. 

If folks want to do something about this, demonstrations are NOT enough. Other 
steps need to be taken, including class action law suits, removal of politicians who work 
against us from office, mass withdrawal drives from banks that finance yuppie ghetto 
projects and getting new laws passed that penalize real estate speculation, that strength¬ 
en zoning restrictions, that increase land-marking protection and that remove tax abate¬ 
ments and other incentives to build over priced housing. 

There is a lot MORE than can and should be done, but NOTHING will happen if you 
sit on your asses and wait for someone to do your activism for you. 


But first, you've got to get ANGRY!! 






establishment of the Taliban in Afghani¬ 
stan, has taken place precisely because 
of U.S. policies and actions. Just as the 
Islamic mujaheddin in Afghanistan in the 
1980s were nurtured by U.S. intelligence 
in order to push back the Soviet sphere of 
influence in that country, Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists who formed the core of ISIS 
were nurtured by the U.S. as part of a 
policy of regime change against the Assad 
dynasty, who, like Saddam Hussein and the 
Baath party in Syria, have been the chief 
targets of American and Israeli strategy for 
decades. 

Once one sees the pattern here, it 
becomes very difficult to join the howling 
mob that wishes to solve the problem 
of "ISIS" with bombs or military actions, 
because, had the U.S. and the rest of the 
West simply stayed out of the region in 
the first place, not invaded Iraq and not 
supported anybody in the Syrian civil war, 
there would be no Islamic State. Every¬ 
thing the U.S has touched in that region 
has just plain turned to shit. 

It almost looks as if they are all doing 
this out of stupidity, especially since the 
web of stupidity stretches back over both 
Republican and Democratic administra¬ 
tions whose policies have in turn strength¬ 
ened the hands of the Islamic fundamen¬ 
talists by leaps and bounds. It was Bush 
who invaded Iraq and kicked out Hussein, 
but it was Obama who gave all that aid 
to Syrian rebels which trickled down to 
the Islamist fighters who were to become 
what we are now calling ISIS, and which 
enabled them to gain a toehold. 

The alternative is to believe that the 
president doesn't really have that much to 
do with it at all, but there is a clique within 
the intelligence community that has been 
making all of these policies with a long 
range goal of their own in mind. It would 
be easy to believe that the real issue is the 
last few drops of oil left on earth, much 
of which lies in the Middle East. If a truly 
inept and hated regime like ISIS were to 
end up ruling large parts of that region, 
ultimately that would justify a direct inva¬ 
sion by Western forces, who would then 
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fundamentalists are quite reminiscent 
of aerial bombing attacks carried out in 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, which 
also killed people indiscriminately, but 
with more powerful weapons. This com¬ 
parison is to put things in perspective, 
not to minimize the horror of what these 
Islamists, who are fascists in the full sense 
of the word, are doing. 

So far, the Islamists have killed fewer 
people than the tens to hundreds of 
thousands killed by U.S. bombing raids on 
North Vietnam, and far fewer than the up 
to one million Japanese civilians killed in 
"morale bombings" that were intended to 
demoralize the population and bring the 
enemy to its knees. It is all terrorism - we 
anarchists expect the state, including any 
so called Islamic State, to be terroristic, be¬ 
cause that has been the nature of the state 
since its invention six thousand years ago. 

Isn't it odd that every time one of 
these terrorist incidents occur, investiga¬ 
tors immediately turn up the identities of 
the persons involved by finding pieces of 
documents and ID cards lying around in 
the ruins? The names are then pulled up 
from some watch list of suspicious Mus¬ 
lims and, boom, the rush to judgment has 
been made and the act has been pinned 
on some international bogeyman who can 
be sighted by U.S. planes and blown up, 
along with a lot of innocent people. The 
question remains: if they have all of these 
peoples' names on some list, why do they 
never catch them before they carry out 
their plans? 

They are depending upon us to react 
and to not think. In the fog that follows 
each one of these incidents, we are all 
trained to accept some thin plot whereby 
scary foreign people did this for scary for¬ 
eign reasons-the Arabs hate our freedom, 
everybody hates the Jews, etc. Nobody 
ever considers that Western intelligence 
created these terrorist groups and still 
has tentacles reaching into them. Look at 
everything the right wing gains every time 
that this happens. Look at WHO BENEFITS. 

Continued On Page 22 
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of penalty or recourse as laws and zoning have been changed to allow for high density 
"market rate" units while rent protections have been watered down year after year. 

This is more than simply a matter of developers getting what they've paid politicians 
to provide them with: this is a conspiracy co ordinated between elected officials, devel¬ 
opers and banksters as part of a master plan to change the demographics of New York 
City im favor of the wealthy over the poor. 


If folks want to do something about this, demonstrations are NOT enough. Other 
steps need to be taken, including class action law suits, removal of politicians who work 
against us from office, mass withdrawal drives from banks that finance yuppie ghetto 
projects and getting new laws passed that penalize real estate speculation, that strength¬ 
en zoning restrictions, that increase land-marking protection and that remove tax abate¬ 
ments and other incentives to build over priced housing. 

There is a lot MORE than can and should be done, but NOTHING will happen if you 
sit on your asses and wait for someone to do your activism for you. 

But first, you've got to get ANGRY!! 



ICON Realty Management, owned by Terrence Lowenberg and Todd Cohen, is 
known for tenant harassment, fraud, and wrongful evictions. ICON recently forced 
the Stage Restaurant, located at 128 Second Avenue for 30 years, out of business 
in the aftermath of a gas line explosion across the street a year ago, by blocking 
Stage from making necessary repairs to its gas lines in order to be allowed by the 
city to re-open. 

Now ICON is looking for a new tenant willing to pay them $15,000.00 per month 
for the Stage's corpse, which comes complete with fixtures and equipment. ICON is in 
no rush, as the city rewards property owners that have removed long-term businesses 
by allowing them a tax write-off, due to lost commercial rental income. 

An appropriate response to what ICON has done to the Stage Restaurant and 
countless other businesses and residences in our community is an organized BOY- 
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this out of stupidity, especially since the 
web of stupidity stretches back over both 
Republican and Democratic administra¬ 
tions whose policies have in turn strength¬ 
ened the hands of the Islamic fundamen¬ 
talists by leaps and bounds. It was Bush 
who invaded Iraq and kicked out Hussein, 
but it was Obama who gave all that aid 
to Syrian rebels which trickled down to 
the Islamist fighters who were to become 
what we are now calling ISIS, and which 
enabled them to gain a toehold. 

The alternative is to believe that the 
president doesn't really have that much to 
do with it at all, but there is a clique within 
the intelligence community that has been 
making all of these policies with a long 
range goal of their own in mind. It would 
be easy to believe that the real issue is the 
last few drops of oil left on earth, much 
of which lies in the Middle East. If a truly 
inept and hated regime like ISIS were to 
end up ruling large parts of that region, 
ultimately that would justify a direct inva¬ 
sion by Western forces, who would then 
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the ruins? The names are then pulled up 
from some watch list of suspicious Mus¬ 
lims and, boom, the rush to judgment has 
been made and the act has been pinned 
on some international bogeyman who can 
be sighted by U.S. planes and blown up, 
along with a lot of innocent people. The 
question remains: if they have all of these 
peoples' names on some list, why do they 
never catch them before they carry out 
their plans? 

They are depending upon us to react 
and to not think. In the fog that follows 
each one of these incidents, we are all 
trained to accept some thin plot whereby 
scary foreign people did this for scary for¬ 
eign reasons-the Arabs hate our freedom, 
everybody hates the Jews, etc. Nobody 
ever considers that Western intelligence 
created these terrorist groups and still 
has tentacles reaching into them. Look at 
everything the right wing gains every time 
that this happens. Look at WHO BENEFITS. 

Continued On Page 22 
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ICON Realty Management, owned by Terrence Lowenberg and Todd Cohen, is 
known for tenant harassment, fraud, and wrongful evictions. ICON recently forced 
the Stage Restaurant, located at 128 Second Avenue for 30 years, out of business 
in the aftermath of a gas line explosion across the street a year ago, by blocking 
Stage from making necessary repairs to its gas lines in order to be allowed by the 
city to re-open. 

Now ICON is looking for a new tenant willing to pay them $15,000.00 per month 
for the Stage's corpse, which comes complete with fixtures and equipment. ICON is in 
no rush, as the city rewards property owners that have removed long-term businesses 
by allowing them a tax write-off, due to lost commercial rental income. 

An appropriate response to what ICON has done to the Stage Restaurant and 
countless other businesses and residences in our community is an organized BOY¬ 
COTT of commercial spaces being offered by ICON and letting potential renters 
KNOW it. 

It is less likely that a business person will rent a space in a hostile environment 
or a space that has been acquired by the landlord by less than honorable means 
that they know will get NO business. 

Renters looking for apartments can also REFUSE to rent from ICON. 

But why limit your response to ICON? The other big real estate predators on 
the Lower East Side, known for the same standard operating procedure of reduc¬ 
ing building services, removing rent-regulated tenants, gut renovating apartments 
with disruptive around-the-clock construction, getting apartments de-regulated 
and then renting to transients who pay much higher rents are: 

• Magnum Real Estate: Fronted by Ben Shaoul with dirty money from Chi¬ 
nese and Russians; typically buys an apartment house, acquires new tenants who 
pay higher rents and then sells to Westminster Management or to ICON Realty 
Management. 

• Westminster Management: Fronted by Donald Trump son-in-law Jared 
Kushner; known for withholding building services like heat and hot water as they 
attempt to remove hold-out tenants who refuse to be pushed out 

• 9300 Realty: Run by Steven Croman; known for abuse and harassment of 
rent-regulated tenants; under investigation by the NY State Attorney General. Ten¬ 
ants have organized into the Croman Tenants' Alliance to fight back: [visit www. 
cromantenants.org-Ed.] 

BOYCOTT THE BASTARDS!! 

And, don't forget to USE YOUR IMAGINATION.... 















ADAM PURPLE: 1930-2015 



Legendary community garden activist 
Adam Purple passed away on September 
14, while riding his bike across the Wil- 


manure and sawdust 

Though dozens of other vacant city 
owned lots in the area were available, in 
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Join us for free shows in 2016, featuring great 
music speakers, information and lots of 
surprises in TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK 
(7th Street + Avenue A, from 2:00 - 7:00 PM 


xBm 


May 1: The SHADOW Presents: 

No Police State Girl, Hymen Maneuver, Comrades, 
Nite Rite, Jennifer Blowdryer, Skitzopolis, 

The Wurst, SEWAGE 


May 29: Zoe Hansen + The SHADOW Present: 
Universal Truth Machine, Hammerbrain, 
The UNDEAD 



















Legendary community garden activist 
Adam Purple passed away on September 
14, while riding his bike across the Wil¬ 
liamsburg Bridge. 

Seen for the past four decades on 
the Lower East Side in his purple tie dyed 
clothes and long white beard, riding his 
bike and jiggling his bells to greet those 
he knew, Adam was best known for an 
amazing community garden he called the 
"Garden of Eden" that he created, start¬ 
ing in 1975, in a vacant, rubble strewn lot 
behind his building at 184 Forsythe Street, 
covering 15,000 square feet between 
Forsythe and Eldridge Streets. With 
planting beds in zen like concentric circles, 
the garden featured corn, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, asparagus, raspberries and 45 
trees. Adam would bike up to Central Park 
to collect horse manure and bring it back 
to fertilize the garden's soil "It was a work 
of art-an earthwork, a work of art that was 
also ecologically based," Adam said in a 
2006 interview. 

Born in 1930 in Missouri. David 
Wilkie, who would later become Adam 
Purple during the psychedelic era of 
the 1960s-70s, had been, among other 
things, a police reporter in Missouri, and 
an English teacher. According to friends, 
Adam was drafted durina the Korean War. 


manure and sawdust. 

Though dozens of other vacant city 
owned lots in the area were available, in 
1986, the city decided to bulldoze Adam's 
garden, under the excuse of building low 
rise apartments on the site. Legal efforts 
and demonstrations by community activ¬ 
ists, architects and environmentalists, failed 
to block the destruction. That year, purple 
footprints began to appear on sidewalks 
throughout the Lower East Side. The foot¬ 
prints were made by Adam's friend George 
Bliss, who pushed a drum filled with purple 
paint with footprint-shaped sponges on the 
outside. The footprints led back to the site 
of Adam's garden. 

Adam eventually moved out of his 
building in 1999, under pressure from the 
city, in order to make way for the expan¬ 
sion of a building owned by the New York 
Society for the Deaf. Adam disappeared 
for several years after this, after which he 
re-appeared on the Lower East Side. 

For the past three years, Adam was 
living with the Time's Up! environmental 
activist crew in Brooklyn-a very appropri¬ 
ate place for an urban survivor who strove 
to live as "off the grid" as possible. At 
Time's Up!, Adam worked with their urban 
gardening campaign and recycle-a-bicycle 
ooeration. amona other thinas 







May 29: Zoe Hansen + The SHADOW Present: 
Universal Truth Machine, Hammerbrain, 
The UNDEAD 

(More performers to be announced) 


June 12: PUKE ISLAND PART VI 
Electric Eliminated, Purple Pam, The Flesh Eaters, 
Chaotic Meltdown, The Deceivers 
(Special Birthday Celebration for Rev. Rondo) 


JULY 23: THE NEW YORK HARDCORE 
CHRONICLES PRESENTS: 

NY Hardcore Through The Ages 
(Performers to be announced) 


August 6 + 7: TOMPKINS SQUARE RIOT REUNION 
ISM, Psycho Sin, Nihilistics, Iconicide, 
Simon + The Bar Sinisters, Missing Foundation 
(More performers to be announced) 


May 1: The SHADOW Presents: 

No Police State Girl, Hymen Maneuver, Comrades, 
Nite Rite, Jennifer Blowdryer, Skitzopolis, 

The Wurst, SEWAGE 
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Legendary community garden activist 
Adam Purple passed away on September 
14, while riding his bike across the Wil¬ 
liamsburg Bridge. 

Seen for the past four decades on 
the Lower East Side in his purple tie dyed 
clothes and long white beard, riding his 
bike and jiggling his bells to greet those 
he knew, Adam was best known for an 
amazing community garden he called the 
"Garden of Eden" that he created, start¬ 
ing in 1975, in a vacant, rubble strewn lot 
behind his building at 184 Forsythe Street, 
covering 15,000 square feet between 
Forsythe and Eldridge Streets. With 
planting beds in zen like concentric circles, 
the garden featured corn, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, asparagus, raspberries and 45 
trees. Adam would bike up to Central Park 
to collect horse manure and bring it back 
to fertilize the garden's soil "It was a work 
of art-an earthwork, a work of art that was 
also ecologically based," Adam said in a 
2006 interview. 

Born in 1930 in Missouri. David 
Wilkie, who would later become Adam 
Purple during the psychedelic era of 
the 1960s-70s, had been, among other 
things, a police reporter in Missouri, and 
an English teacher. According to friends, 
Adam was drafted during the Korean War, 
but was given a special non-combat post. 
He said that his name Adam Purple came 
from "the magic mushroom." Adam also 
went by the names of "Rev Les Ego," "John 
Peter Zenger 2nd" and "General Zen of 
the Headquarters Intergalactic of Psychic 
Police of Uranus." 

Adam also produced hundreds of 
copies of a tiny book he called "Zentenc- 
es!" that was meant to encourage medita¬ 
tion. One copy of the book is in the New 
York Public Library's rare book collection. 

Adam lived without any utilities since 
his landlord and his neighbors abandoned 
the Forsythe Street building in the 1970s 
and after the city of New York took the 
building through "in-rem foreclosure" as 
the city did with thousands of other prop¬ 
erties, even as the city was facing bank¬ 
ruptcy. While living there, Adam gathered 
his own water for drinking + cooking, kept 
warm with a wood stove and even made 
his own garden soil with a combination of 


manure and sawdust. 

Though dozens of other vacant city 
owned lots in the area were available, in 
1986, the city decided to bulldoze Adam's 
garden, under the excuse of building low 
rise apartments on the site. Legal efforts 
and demonstrations by community activ¬ 
ists, architects and environmentalists, failed 
to block the destruction. That year, purple 
footprints began to appear on sidewalks 
throughout the Lower East Side. The foot¬ 
prints were made by Adam's friend George 
Bliss, who pushed a drum filled with purple 
paint with footprint-shaped sponges on the 
outside. The footprints led back to the site 
of Adam's garden. 

Adam eventually moved out of his 
building in 1999, under pressure from the 
city, in order to make way for the expan¬ 
sion of a building owned by the New York 
Society for the Deaf. Adam disappeared 
for several years after this, after which he 
re-appeared on the Lower East Side. 

For the past three years, Adam was 
living with the Time's Up! environmental 
activist crew in Brooklyn-a very appropri¬ 
ate place for an urban survivor who strove 
to live as "off the grid" as possible. At 
Time's Up!, Adam worked with their urban 
gardening campaign and recycle-a-bicycle 
operation, among other things 

Adam Purple was a visionary, who, for 
the past 44 or so years, was a valued and 
highly-regarded member of our commu¬ 
nity, contributing his wonderful garden, 
his insights and his intelligence. I always 
enjoyed our conversations whenever 
Adam and I would run into each other on 
the street. I wish I had recorded his words, 
his recollections and his history. He was 
fun, witty and extremely intelligent, always 
up on the latest world events. 

Adam would have turned 85 on 
November 30. 

-Chris Flash 

[Adam's story and more info on the 
Garden of Eden can be found on line. 
See also "Adam Purple's Last Stand" in 
SHADOW #43. A film of Adam Purple 
and the Garden of Eden made by pho¬ 
tographer Harvey Wang can be seen at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch7vs 
VfBvdzgQxY ] 


Universal Truth Machine, Hammerbrain, 
The UNDEAD 

(More performers to be announced) 


June 12: PUKE ISLAND PART VI 
Electric Eliminated, Purple Pam, The Flesh Eaters, 
Chaotic Meltdown, The Deceivers 
(Special Birthday Celebration for Rev. Rondo) 


JULY 23: THE NEW YORK HARDCORE 
CHRONICLES PRESENTS: 

NY Hardcore Through The Ages 
(Performers to be announced) 


August 6 + 7: TOMPKINS SQUARE RIOT REUNION 
ISM, Psycho Sin, Nihilistics, Iconicide, 
Simon + The Bar Sinisters, Missing Foundation 
(More performers to be announced) 


ALSO: September 11 + October 30 


For more info, go to: 

<http://www.facebook.com/theshadowpress/> + 
<http://shadowpress.net> 


Brought to you by: The SHADOW, Chris Iconicide, 


Uncle Don Yippie and .... Those FUCKING ANARCHISTS!! 
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DUMBING DOWN EAST HARLEM: 

A FORKED TONGUE APPROACH TO REZONING 

By Marina Ortiz 



EL BARIO UNITE! RALLIES TO END GENTRIFICATION IN EAST HARLEM 


[December 11,2015] We've been waiting 
patiently to speak out about the city's plan 
to up zone East Harlem, but we can't be¬ 
cause they haven't actually presented one. 
Here's what we've learned so far. 

Almost $500,000 has been spent on 
the so called "East Harlem Neighborhood 
Plan" initiative, yet community residents 
have mostly been surveyed about city 
services, quality of life issues, and their 
desire for more affordable housing (Duh!). 
After months of meetings, organizers are 
only now beginning to address local 
zoning. Nothing too detailed, of course, 
because the city insists it has no specific 
plan and is waiting to hear from the 
community. 

A WASTE OF TIME AND 
TAXPAYER DOLLARS 

The "East Harlem Neighborhood Plan" 
steering committee is largely made up 
of city employees and representatives of 
large institutions whose Executive Direc¬ 
tors either do not live in this community 
and/or are not (for the most part) Black 
or Latino - the majority population in East 
Harlem. Publicly, steering committee mem¬ 
bers have aggressively encouraged a "take 
what you can get" approach and routinely 
dismissed questions and concerns from 
people they consider "anti development." 

The steering committee has not ad¬ 
equately addressed East Harlem specific 
rezoning in their presentations, surveys, or 
reports - and they have routinely failed to 
provide information in the language of the 
people who live here (aqui se habla Es- 
panol). We also don't know how decisions 
are made at steering committee meetings, 
because their minutes have not been 
made available. 

Government employees and members 


areas that allow large increases in market 
rate housing developments - which we 
suspect is their end goal for East Harlem. 
The fast paced development of market 
rate housing has proved to have a disas¬ 
trous ripple effect, as other landlords are 
incentivized to push tenants out in order 
to take advantage of rising rents. Williams¬ 
burg, Brooklyn and West Chelsea have 
seen the largest production of affordable 
housing in recent years. They are also two 
of the most rapidly gentrifying and unaf¬ 
fordable neighborhoods in NYC. This is a 
worldwide phenomenon, not a product of 
our imagination. 


Harlem Neighborhood Plan" initiative 
based on recommendations made by 
Community Board 11 in 2013 to up zone 
the Park Avenue and Lexington Avenue 
corridor? 

Two interesting side notes: East Har¬ 
lem's representative on the City Council, 
Melissa Mark Viverito, was actively in¬ 
volved in the 2013 fight for more equita¬ 
ble Latino representation on Community 
Board 11. She actually first ran for office 
because her predecessor had removed a 
colleague from Community Board 11. 

OTHER PENDING ISSUES: 
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solutions (compromises) to the Mayor's 
increasingly unpopular rezoning plans. 
That is why New York City pays its plan¬ 
ners, lawyers, and bureaucrats hundreds 
of millions of dollars, correct? If, after so 
many years in office, our "representatives" 
don't know - or won't honor - what their 
constituents actually need, then perhaps 
they should resign. 

East Harlem Preservation is unapol- 
ogetically opposed to displacement - 
whether it is an affordable housing issue, 
the right to public assembly, or free access 
to public schools, community gardens, 
and city parkland. We understand the val- 







omy now oegmnmg to aaaress local 

zoning. Nothing too detailed, of course, 
because the city insists it has no specific 
plan and is waiting to hear from the 
community. 

A WASTE OF TIME AND 
TAXPAYER DOLLARS 

The "East Harlem Neighborhood Plan" 
steering committee is largely made up 
of city employees and representatives of 
large institutions whose Executive Direc¬ 
tors either do not live in this community 
and/or are not (for the most part) Black 
or Latino - the majority population in East 
Harlem. Publicly, steering committee mem¬ 
bers have aggressively encouraged a "take 
what you can get" approach and routinely 
dismissed questions and concerns from 
people they consider "anti development." 

The steering committee has not ad¬ 
equately addressed East Harlem specific 
rezoning in their presentations, surveys, or 
reports - and they have routinely failed to 
provide information in the language of the 
people who live here (aqui se habla Es- 
panol). We also don't know how decisions 
are made at steering committee meetings, 
because their minutes have not been 
made available. 

Government employees and members 
of local organizations that rely heavily on 
the city for funding also make up the major¬ 
ity of attendees at the public sessions. 

The entire process has been insincere 
and patronizing, at best. How can the or¬ 
ganizers make any objective claims when 
so many of the participants are in effect 
being paid or cajoled to be involved? 

So, while we can't address the specif¬ 
ics of the East Harlem up zoning because 
we still don't know exactly what's coming 
(although we suspect it will be worse 
than this) we can, however, speak to the 
Mayor's citywide rezoning plans: "Zoning 
for Quality and Affordability" (ZQA) and 
"Mandatory Inclusionary Housing" (MIH). 

We are in effect being fed 
Bloomberg's breadcrumbs -- these are just 
a rehash of plans that were made by the 
prior administration in partnership with 
the real estate industry. Mayor de Blasio's 
plans are designed for middle class fami¬ 
lies, which is less than 24% of East Har¬ 
lem's population. This is a low income and 
working class neighborhood. We need a 
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EL BARIO UNITE! RALLIES TO END GENTRIFICATION IN EAST HARLEM 


areas that allow large increases in market 
rate housing developments - which we 
suspect is their end goal for East Harlem. 
The fast paced development of market 
rate housing has proved to have a disas¬ 
trous ripple effect, as other landlords are 
incentivized to push tenants out in order 
to take advantage of rising rents. Williams¬ 
burg, Brooklyn and West Chelsea have 
seen the largest production of affordable 
housing in recent years. They are also two 
of the most rapidly gentrifying and unaf¬ 
fordable neighborhoods in NYC. This is a 
worldwide phenomenon, not a product of 
our imagination. 

The federally-mandated Area Median 
Household Income [AMI] guidelines used 
to determine "affordability" (currently set 
at $86,300 per year for a family of four), is 
clearly not reflective of the actual income 
of the people that live here now. "Take it 
up with Washington" is what many politi¬ 
cians say, but how exactly is that a tenant's 
responsibly? Isn't that what we pay them 
for - to represent? 

In fact, East Harlem's AMI is approxi¬ 
mately $31,444, and considerably lower 
for African-Americans and Latinos. Only 
25% of East Harlem households earn 
100% of AMI, 10% earn 80%, 10% earn 
60%. The majority of us - 55% - earn 50% 
of AMI, or below. The Mayor's plans would 
mostly benefit middle income families. 

The MIH plan would offer developers 
three choices for building market rate and 
affordable housing: Option 1 would be 
75% market rate units and 25% at 60% AMI 
($41,000 - $51,780), while Option 2 would 
be 70/30 at 30% AMI ($59,000 - $69,000). 
In "emerging markets," such as East 


Harlem Neighborhood Plan" initiative 
based on recommendations made by 
Community Board 11 in 2013 to up zone 
the Park Avenue and Lexington Avenue 
corridor? 

Two interesting side notes: East Har¬ 
lem's representative on the City Council, 
Melissa Mark Viverito, was actively in¬ 
volved in the 2013 fight for more equita¬ 
ble Latino representation on Community 
Board 11. She actually first ran for office 
because her predecessor had removed a 
colleague from Community Board 11. 

OTHER PENDING ISSUES: 
DON'T GET US STARTED... 

There is also a citywide lawsuit 
contesting affordable housing lottery set 
asides for local residents, which, if over¬ 
turned, would allow anyone to apply for 
affordable housing in East Harlem, with no 
guarantee for local residents. 

We're not even addressing NYCHA's 
"Next Gen" spot rezoning plan - another 
Bloomberg mandate which would allow 
market rate developers to build on public 
housing playgrounds, lawns, and park¬ 
ing lots. And don't get us started on the 
three luxury skyscrapers towers develop¬ 
ers are trying to build on top of the East 
River Plaza mall, or the city's massive 950 
unit development project on East 125th 
Street that will demolish properties seized 
through eminent domain. 

The reality is that members of the real 
estate board gave 10% of all campaign 
money in state elections. Those figures 
are likely to be higher for New York City 
elections. 


solutions (compromises) to the Mayor's 
increasingly unpopular rezoning plans. 
That is why New York City pays its plan¬ 
ners, lawyers, and bureaucrats hundreds 
of millions of dollars, correct? If, after so 
many years in office, our "representatives" 
don't know - or won't honor - what their 
constituents actually need, then perhaps 
they should resign. 

East Harlem Preservation is unapol- 
ogetically opposed to displacement - 
whether it is an affordable housing issue, 
the right to public assembly, or free access 
to public schools, community gardens, 
and city parkland. We understand the val¬ 
ue of the people who live and work here 
now, and we support their right to stay. 

The Mayor's rezoning plans will not afford 
them that opportunity. 

It's not a "done deal" as so many of 
the "East Harlem Neighborhood Plan" 
organizers and government reps would 
have us believe. We propose that people 
JUST SAY NO unconditionally and join the 
growing fightback movement here in East 
Harlem and across the city. 

[Community Resources: El Barrio Unite- 
The Bronx Is Not For Sale-Brooklyn Anti 
Gentrification Network-Coalition to 
Protect Chinatown & the Lower East Side- 
Movimiento Para Justicia en El Barrio 
(Movement for Justice in El Barrio)-New 
Yorkers for a Human Scale City-NYC 
Community Land Initiative-Picture the 
Homeless-Rezoning Harlem (Film)-Right 
to the City (NYC)-Save Harlem-Stand 
Against the Shadows-South Bronx Com¬ 
munity Congress-South Bronx Unite] 
[Reports: East Harlem Neighborhood 
Plan-East Harlem Rezoning (2015)-East 

■ ■ I r\ /OA4 A r m I r •_ _ 









are maae ax sxeenng comminee meermgs, 

because their minutes have not been 
made available. 

Government employees and members 
of local organizations that rely heavily on 
the city for funding also make up the major¬ 
ity of attendees at the public sessions. 

The entire process has been insincere 
and patronizing, at best. How can the or¬ 
ganizers make any objective claims when 
so many of the participants are in effect 
being paid or cajoled to be involved? 

So, while we can't address the specif¬ 
ics of the East Harlem up zoning because 
we still don't know exactly what's coming 
(although we suspect it will be worse 
than this) we can, however, speak to the 
Mayor's citywide rezoning plans: "Zoning 
for Quality and Affordability" (ZQA) and 
"Mandatory Inclusionary Housing" (MIH). 

We are in effect being fed 
Bloomberg's breadcrumbs -- these are just 
a rehash of plans that were made by the 
prior administration in partnership with 
the real estate industry. Mayor de Blasio's 
plans are designed for middle class fami¬ 
lies, which is less than 24% of East Har¬ 
lem's population. This is a low income and 
working class neighborhood. We need a 
plan that fits the needs of the people who 
live here now. 

ZQA: IF YOU ALLOW THEM 
TO BUILD IT THEY MIGHT 
SUCCUMB 

The argument for the Zoning for 
Quality and Affordability plan is that if 
you increase the allowable height of new 
buildings (by up to 31%), more affordable 
units will inevitably be built. How can we 
possibly expect any low income housing 
will be built if the plan is not mandatory, 
or even necessary? The "affordability" 
requirement would only last up to 30 
years, putting seniors at risk. Rear yards 
and other space between buildings would 
also be up for grabs, as would the current 
minimum unit size of 400 square feet. 

MIH: MISSING IN HARLEM 

The Mandatory Inclusionary Housing 
plan won't result in greater affordability 
either because it would only be applied in 


ot the most rapidly gentrirymg ana unar 
fordable neighborhoods in NYC. This is a 
worldwide phenomenon, not a product of 
our imagination. 

The federally-mandated Area Median 
Household Income [AMI] guidelines used 
to determine "affordability" (currently set 
at $86,300 per year for a family of four), is 
clearly not reflective of the actual income 
of the people that live here now. "Take it 
up with Washington" is what many politi¬ 
cians say, but how exactly is that a tenant's 
responsibly? Isn't that what we pay them 
for - to represent? 

In fact, East Harlem's AMI is approxi¬ 
mately $31,444, and considerably lower 
for African-Americans and Latinos. Only 
25% of East Harlem households earn 
100% of AMI, 10% earn 80%, 10% earn 
60%. The majority of us - 55% - earn 50% 
of AMI, or below. The Mayor's plans would 
mostly benefit middle income families. 

The MIH plan would offer developers 
three choices for building market rate and 
affordable housing: Option 1 would be 
75% market rate units and 25% at 60% AMI 
($41,000 - $51,780), while Option 2 would 
be 70/30 at 30% AMI ($59,000 - $69,000). 
In "emerging markets," such as East 
Harlem most likely, developers would be 
able to choose Option 3, which is 70/30 at 
120% AMI ($82,920 - $103,560). 

Under the plan, developers would also 
be allowed to build segregated affordable 
units off site and as far away as one half 
mile or contribute to a "payment in lieu" 
fund that would not be managed locally. 
MIH requirements could also be reduced or 
waived through a "hardship appeal" claim 
that the development is infeasible. 

To ask East Harlem residents to 
support changes that would ultimately 
displace them is ridiculous! 

SPEAKING OUT OF BOTH 
SIDES OF THEIR MOUTHS 

There is a growing outrage over the 
Mayor's plans. Community boards across 
the city have voted overwhelmingly 
against them. 

The administration is now claiming 
that community board opinions do not 
really matter. Hold on! Wasn't the "East 


Decause ner preaecessor naa removed a 

colleague from Community Board 11. 

OTHER PENDING ISSUES: 
DON'T GET US STARTED... 

There is also a citywide lawsuit 
contesting affordable housing lottery set 
asides for local residents, which, if over¬ 
turned, would allow anyone to apply for 
affordable housing in East Harlem, with no 
guarantee for local residents. 

We're not even addressing NYCHA's 
"Next Gen" spot rezoning plan - another 
Bloomberg mandate which would allow 
market rate developers to build on public 
housing playgrounds, lawns, and park¬ 
ing lots. And don't get us started on the 
three luxury skyscrapers towers develop¬ 
ers are trying to build on top of the East 
River Plaza mall, or the city's massive 950 
unit development project on East 125th 
Street that will demolish properties seized 
through eminent domain. 

The reality is that members of the real 
estate board gave 10% of all campaign 
money in state elections. Those figures 
are likely to be higher for New York City 
elections. 

RECOMMENDATIONS? 

We are not here to offer alternative 


wnexner ix is an axToraaoie nousmg issue, 
the right to public assembly, or free access 
to public schools, community gardens, 
and city parkland. We understand the val¬ 
ue of the people who live and work here 
now, and we support their right to stay. 

The Mayor's rezoning plans will not afford 
them that opportunity. 

It's not a "done deal" as so many of 
the "East Harlem Neighborhood Plan" 
organizers and government reps would 
have us believe. We propose that people 
JUST SAY NO unconditionally and join the 
growing fightback movement here in East 
Harlem and across the city. 

[Community Resources: El Barrio Unite- 
The Bronx Is Not For Sale-Brooklyn Anti 
Gentrification Network-Coalition to 
Protect Chinatown & the Lower East Side- 
Movimiento Para Justicia en El Barrio 
(Movement for Justice in El Barrio)-New 
Yorkers for a Human Scale City-NYC 
Community Land Initiative-Picture the 
Homeless-Rezoning Harlem (Film)-Right 
to the City (NYC)-Save Harlem-Stand 
Against the Shadows-South Bronx Com¬ 
munity Congress-South Bronx Unite] 
[Reports: East Harlem Neighborhood 
Plan-East Harlem Rezoning (2015)-East 
Harlem Rezoning (2012)—125th Street 
Rezoning (2007)-Furman Center for Real 
Estate and Urban Policy Planning] 


COPIES & MORE SINCE 1982 ! 

THE SOURCE UNLTD PRINT & COPY 
331 East 9th Street 
New York, NY 10003 
212-473-7833 / Fax 212-673-5248 
www.sourceunltd.com 

FAX • SCANNING • BINDING 
RUBBER STAMPS • LAMINATING 
CD • DVD • VIDEO CONVERSION 
UNIQUE GREETING CARDS 
STATIONERY SUPPLIES 

"It's Worth The Trip Down The Street!" 








SHADOW #58 (SPRING-SUMMER 2016) PAGE 5 

NEW YORK CITY HAS THE POWER TO DO 
BETTER THAN deBLASIO'S HOUSING PLAN 


By Samuel Stein 



MAYOR BILL DEBLASIO PARTIES WITH REAL ESTATE DEVEL¬ 
OPER BILL RUDIN, WHO GAVE CITY COUNCIL SPEAKER CHRIS¬ 
TINE QUINN $30,000 IN "CAMPAIGN DONATIONS" IN ORDER 
TO ACQUIRE BANKRUPT SAINT VINCENT'S HOSPITAL IN THE 
WEST VILLAGE WITH A CHANGE IN ZONING, ENABLING HIS 
COMPANY, THE RUDIN ORGANIZATION, TO DEMOLISH AND 
CONVERT THE HOSPITAL INTO LUXURY CONDO UNITS. 


On March 22nd, 2016, the New York City 
Council passed Mayor de Blasio's housing 
and zoning plan, which permanently ties 
the creation of a relatively small amount of 
not that affordable housing to the mas¬ 
sive co-production of luxury housing. It 
is being sold as the best we can do with 
the tools that we have. It is not. Instead, it 
puts to work the most lucrative and least 
effective tools available, and locks the city 
into repeated cycles of gentrification and 
displacement. 

The language surrounding this plan 
fluctuates between grandiose hyperbole 
about its capacity to fix New York's perpet¬ 
ual housing crisis and technical twaddle 
about floor area ratios, area median 
incomes, and setback requirements. It is 
an extremely complex set of mechanisms 
to tweak the private market, which does 
not even touch the city's real need-hous¬ 
ing for households making less than 
$40,000 a year-and leaves out roughly 
43% of Blacks, Latinos and Asians. 

The plan is so complicated in large 
part because politicians, policymakers 
and planners have foreclosed on all of the 
other, simpler, time tested mechanisms for 
creating and preserving low income hous¬ 
ing: building or acquiring more public 
housing, and expanding rent regulations 
in the private rental market. Instead, it 
seeks to further refine the Rube Goldberg 
machine of zoning in New York City, which 
sets the legal parameters for the shape 
of new buildings and the types of uses 
(residential, industrial, commercial, etc.) 
allowed in a given location. 

Significant expansions in public 
housing and rent regulation would require 
changes to federal, city and state laws, as 
well as substantial new revenue sources. 
Since the city's fiscal crisis in 1975, New 
York State laws in particular have hindered 
the city's ability to strengthen its rent laws 
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the state on the monopoly capitalists who 
control access to that turf. 

That is exactly what has been hap¬ 
pening these past two years, after the city 
named 15 neighborhoods it planned to 
rezone. In East New York, the first neigh¬ 
borhood targeted for rezoning, land 
prices for lots with four to six unit buildings 
jumped by 63% in the two years since the 
rezoning was announced. Median rents 
rose 16% in 2015, bringing them up to 
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Unfortunately, these plans are 
summarily ignored by the City Planning 
Department, which often does exactly 
the opposite of what the community plan 
recommended, as was the case in Wil- 
liamsburg/Greenpoint and West Harlem. 
Most recently, a coalition known as the 
Chinatown Working Group brought over 
40 groups together for a 7 year intensive 
planning process, only to have their plan 
dismissed as "not feasible at this time" by 
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used to ensure that any new development 
on public housing land would have to 
match the existing economic mix at these 
sites. 

Next, the city could radically rethink 
its approach to the parcels it owns-from 
tax foreclosed homes to fenced off vacant 
land. Right now, that land is sold cheaply 
to private developers, who usually build 
a mix of below and above market hous¬ 
ing at a rate that fails to satisfy the city's 
demand. Worse yet, some of it is sold in 
tax lien auctions, which often dispossess 
homeowners at the same time as they 
enrich developers. Instead, the city should 
consolidate its vast holdings into a scatter 
site community land trust, upon which 
mutual housing associations and limited 
equity co-ops could be formed. This would 
create a large, new, deeply and perma¬ 
nently affordable stock of housing, as 
well as room for community gardens and 
cultural spaces. 

None of these are utopian schemes. 
True, the city's current political leadership- 
from the Mayor and his agencies on down 
to the City Council, and even most of the 
Community Boards-would reject nearly 
every piece of this vision because it breaks 
with the norms of market based planning, 
but these ideas are all legal and within the 
realm of the practical, if not the imminently 
probable. 

Another city is possible, even with the 
tools immediately available at our dispos¬ 
al. We just need to build the power to pick 
them up. 

Sources: 

• https://www.jacobinmag. 
com/2014/10/de blasios doomed housing 
plan/ 

• http://www.nydailynews.com/new 
york/housing plan leave non white resi¬ 
dents critics article 1.2552285 

• httDs://www.iacobinmaa. 






ual housing crisis and technical twaddle 
about floor area ratios, area median 
incomes, and setback requirements. It is 
an extremely complex set of mechanisms 
to tweak the private market, which does 
not even touch the city's real need-hous¬ 
ing for households making less than 
$40,000 a year-and leaves out roughly 
43% of Blacks, Latinos and Asians. 

The plan is so complicated in large 
part because politicians, policymakers 
and planners have foreclosed on all of the 
other, simpler, time tested mechanisms for 
creating and preserving low income hous¬ 
ing: building or acquiring more public 
housing, and expanding rent regulations 
in the private rental market. Instead, it 
seeks to further refine the Rube Goldberg 
machine of zoning in New York City, which 
sets the legal parameters for the shape 
of new buildings and the types of uses 
(residential, industrial, commercial, etc.) 
allowed in a given location. 

Significant expansions in public 
housing and rent regulation would require 
changes to federal, city and state laws, as 
well as substantial new revenue sources. 
Since the city's fiscal crisis in 1975, New 
York State laws in particular have hindered 
the city's ability to strengthen its rent laws 
and levy new kinds of taxes. The housing 
movement in New York is organizing and 
pushing to change that, but, in the mean¬ 
time, many have asked-what could the 
mayor have done right now with the tools 
already allowed by the city's land use and 
zoning codes? Under existing laws, how 
could he have put together a better plan? 

• Paradoxically, the most important 
thing an administration could have done 
before rezoning the city was to halt rezon- 
ings. This is not because the status quo 
is favorable; it is atrocious and needs to 
be overturned. But every time the mayor 
says he will rezone a new area, specula¬ 
tion is sparked and displacement ensues. 
Investors know that rezoning a given area 
from industrial to residential or from low 
rise to high rise creates immediate value 
for landowners, since the capacity to earn 
higher rents has just been bestowed by 
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the state on the monopoly capitalists who 
control access to that turf. 

That is exactly what has been hap¬ 
pening these past two years, after the city 
named 15 neighborhoods it planned to 
rezone. In East New York, the first neigh¬ 
borhood targeted for rezoning, land 
prices for lots with four to six unit buildings 
jumped by 63% in the two years since the 
rezoning was announced. Median rents 
rose 16% in 2015, bringing them up to 
$1,850-what would be considered "afford¬ 
able" for a household making $74,000. 
Meanwhile, median incomes in East New 
York are just $33,000. 

All of this inflation and its attendant 
displacement is a result of an expected 
rezoning, the details of which are still 
being hammered out. Simply announcing 
the rezoning immediately moved most 
local rents beyond the reach of neighbor¬ 
hood residents. The purpose of a morato¬ 
rium on rezonings, therefore, would not be 
to preserve the legal status quo (which is 
severely unequal and unworthy of pro¬ 
tection), but rather to prevent speculators 
from driving out existing residents based 
on visions of zoning induced payouts. 

• The next step would have been to 
establish a citywide anti demolition and 
anti harassment zone. This technique was 
tried out in Hell's Kitchen in the 1970s, 
and, while imperfect and weakened over 
time, succeeded in slowing gentrifica- 
tion and keeping many tenants in their 
rent-regulated apartments. The concept 
is simple: no landlord can demolish or 
gut renovate their building if they can be 
shown to have harassed any tenants into 


Unfortunately, these plans are 
summarily ignored by the City Planning 
Department, which often does exactly 
the opposite of what the community plan 
recommended, as was the case in Wil- 
liamsburg/Greenpoint and West Harlem. 
Most recently, a coalition known as the 
Chinatown Working Group brought over 
40 groups together for a 7 year intensive 
planning process, only to have their plan 
dismissed as "not feasible at this time" by 
the City Planning Commissioner. A truly 
transformative zoning plan would have 
started at the scale of community districts 
and worked its way up to the city. 

• Next, the city should have taken a 
closer look at the relationship between 
taxes and development. Currently, the city 
and state give out enormous subsidies to 
private developers to build luxury housing 
(through the over $1 billion 421 A pro¬ 
gram, or transform existing commercial 

or residential spaces into luxury housing 
(through the over $250 million dollar J 51 
tax abatement). The city simply should not 
provide tax breaks to market rate devel¬ 
opment. It would take state action to end 
these programs and devise alternatives 
(such as speculative property sales taxes 
or anti warehousing fees), but the city 
could have used its discretionary power 
to drastically reduce the amount of luxury 
owners that get these generous tax breaks. 

• Finally, the city should have recon¬ 
sidered its approach to public land at the 
same time it was retooling the private 
land market. The city owns an enormous 
amount of land, and should use it as 
leverage towards the creation of truly and 


consolidate its vast holdings into a scatter 
site community land trust, upon which 
mutual housing associations and limited 
equity co-ops could be formed. This would 
create a large, new, deeply and perma¬ 
nently affordable stock of housing, as 
well as room for community gardens and 
cultural spaces. 

None of these are utopian schemes. 
True, the city's current political leadership- 
from the Mayor and his agencies on down 
to the City Council, and even most of the 
Community Boards-would reject nearly 
every piece of this vision because it breaks 
with the norms of market based planning, 
but these ideas are all legal and within the 
realm of the practical, if not the imminently 
probable. 

Another city is possible, even with the 
tools immediately available at our dispos¬ 
al. We just need to build the power to pick 
them up. 

Sources: 

• https://www.jacobinmag. 
com/2014/10/de blasios doomed housing 
plan/ 

• http://www.nydailynews.com/new 
york/housing plan leave non white resi¬ 
dents critics article 1.2552285 

• https://www.jacobinmag. 
com/2014/10/if you can make it here/ 

• http://citylimits.org/2016/03/10/ 
some suspect east new york rezoning has 
triggered speculation/ 

• https://www.dnainfo.com/new 
york/20151204/east new york/rezoning 
east new york would displace 50000 resi¬ 
dents comptroller says 

• http://www.nydailynews.com/news/ 
politics/de blasio opposes plan protect 
tenants slumlords article 1.2540342 

• http://citylimits.org/2015/09/15/chi- 
natown zoning plan meets resistance in de 
blasio administration/ 

• http://www.cssny.org/news/entry/ 
css report 421 a costing city one million 
per affordable apartment created 

• http://b.3cdn.net/nycss/b3347d0b- 
9b1 c3a863d_ffm6ivrrh.pdf 

[Samuel Stein is a PhD student in 
geography at the Graduate Center, City 
University of New York. His work has 
appeared in Jacobin, Metropolises, 
Progressive Planning and many other 
magazines and journals.] 
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prices for lots with four to six unit buildings 
jumped by 63% in the two years since the 
rezoning was announced. Median rents 
rose 16% in 2015, bringing them up to 
$1,850-what would be considered "afford¬ 
able" for a household making $74,000. 
Meanwhile, median incomes in East New 
York are just $33,000. 

All of this inflation and its attendant 
displacement is a result of an expected 
rezoning, the details of which are still 
being hammered out. Simply announcing 
the rezoning immediately moved most 
local rents beyond the reach of neighbor¬ 
hood residents. The purpose of a morato¬ 
rium on rezonings, therefore, would not be 
to preserve the legal status quo (which is 
severely unequal and unworthy of pro¬ 
tection), but rather to prevent speculators 
from driving out existing residents based 
on visions of zoning induced payouts. 

• The next step would have been to 
establish a citywide anti demolition and 
anti harassment zone. This technique was 
tried out in Hell's Kitchen in the 1970s, 
and, while imperfect and weakened over 
time, succeeded in slowing gentrifica- 
tion and keeping many tenants in their 
rent-regulated apartments. The concept 
is simple: no landlord can demolish or 
gut renovate their building if they can be 
shown to have harassed any tenants into 
leaving. The zoning already exists in one 
part of the city; it should be extended 

to cover it all. A version of this law has 
now been attached to the mayor's rezon¬ 
ing plan (after his housing department 
dismissed the idea a few weeks ago), but 
it should have been done well before the 
plan and its targeted neighborhoods were 
announced, not after. 

• The third step would have been to 
encourage every neighborhood in the city 
to create community plans, set guidelines 
for planning goals (including fully afford¬ 
able housing for all), and make a commit¬ 
ment to put them into practice. The city 
currently allows this, and many neighbor¬ 
hood residents have spent years coming 
to painstaking consensus around the kinds 
of land use changes they would like to see. 
The City Charter even mandates funding 
for technical experts in land use and plan¬ 
ning for every Community Board, though 
this money has yet to materialize. 


Chinatown Working Group brought over 
40 groups together for a 7 year intensive 
planning process, only to have their plan 
dismissed as "not feasible at this time" by 
the City Planning Commissioner. A truly 
transformative zoning plan would have 
started at the scale of community districts 
and worked its way up to the city. 

• Next, the city should have taken a 
closer look at the relationship between 
taxes and development. Currently, the city 
and state give out enormous subsidies to 
private developers to build luxury housing 
(through the over $1 billion 421 A pro¬ 
gram, or transform existing commercial 

or residential spaces into luxury housing 
(through the over $250 million dollar J 51 
tax abatement). The city simply should not 
provide tax breaks to market rate devel¬ 
opment. It would take state action to end 
these programs and devise alternatives 
(such as speculative property sales taxes 
or anti warehousing fees), but the city 
could have used its discretionary power 
to drastically reduce the amount of luxury 
owners that get these generous tax breaks. 

• Finally, the city should have recon¬ 
sidered its approach to public land at the 
same time it was retooling the private 
land market. The city owns an enormous 
amount of land, and should use it as 
leverage towards the creation of truly and 
permanently affordable housing. 

First, public housing developments 
should be rezoned to prevent speculative 
development. Public housing lots are 
generally zoned for much higher densities 
than what is built atop them today, and 
therefore are considered "soft sites" by 
city planners. Under both former Mayor 
Bloomberg and Mayor de Blasio, the New 
York City Housing Authority has proposed 
placing private housing inside public 
housing developments as a money raising 
scheme. Many see this as a back door for 
privatization and an encroachment on the 
residents' open spaces. 

A better approach would be to rezone 
all public housing as "special planned 
community preservation districts," an 
approach taken by the Chinatown Working 
Group. This zoning language, currently 
used to protect private developments like 
Sunnyside Gardens, could be applied to 
New York City Housing Authority land and 
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URANIUM DEATH TRAP IN TRIBECA 


Insider Report By A. Kronstadt 



50 HUDSON STREET: CONTAMINATION WITH ENRICHED 
URANIUM WAS FOUND ON THE THIRD FLOOR 


This brief article is a bit of a confessional 
piece, because, as a conscious person, I 
should have busted the story open long 
ago when the events were actually hap¬ 
pening. In the 1970s and 1980s, I was an 
employee of an analytical and metallurgical 
testing company, Lucius Pitkin, Inc., which 
was housed in a three story building at the 
corner of Hudson and Duane Streets, in 
what is now called Tribeca. 

My job there was as an analytical 
chemist who had to know the ins and outs 
of quantitative analyses for several dozen 
different chemical elements in the periodic 
table, which involved the separation of 
these elements from the contaminants and 
the final weighing of a precipitate contain¬ 
ing the element that was being measured. 
Instead of weighing, sometimes the precip¬ 
itate would be dissolved and "titrated" by 
measuring how much of another com¬ 
pound or "reagent" was needed to react 
with it, which is indirectly the same thing as 
weighing. 

Most of the elements that we mea¬ 
sured in the lab were just plain poison¬ 
ous, particularly for the person who was 
handling them, but also for the rest of the 
world when the stuff went down the drain, 
which, I must confess, was how we got 
rid of most of it. I do not know if this was 
legal or not at the time, and I assumed that 
this was the responsibility of the bosses. I 
remember pouring solutions containing 
lead, zinc, cadmium, chromium, tin, silver, 
antimony-probably even mercury and 
arsenic-down the regular drains where 
everybody else normally dumps their 
dishwashing detergents and human waste. 

I must also confess to having volatilized 
oxidized chromium, which was then sucked 
up by a "fume hood" or mechanical vent 
equipped with a fan, into New York City's 
atmosphere. 

One of the other elements that Lucius 
Pitkin submitted commercial assays for was 
uranium, and the client in this case was 


the weighing and titrating of the uranium 
suffered an attack of inflammatory bowel 
disease during his tenure at Lucius Pitkin, 
and had to take a leave of absence but was 
able to return after being treated with corti¬ 
costeroids. Was it his own genetic makeup 
and dietary habits that got him sick, or was 
it all of the terrible shit he was exposed to 
on the job? 

The precision of the work and the 
amount of money riding on these "umpire 
analyses" was also very stressful and the 
bosses were always on our backs making 
us do things over again-yet another poten¬ 
tial source of inflamed bowels. 

Now, what happened to the uranium 
after it had been titrated? Each analysis was 
done in triplicate on a half gram sample 
and there were hundreds of samples. 
Apparently, when they first started doing 
this, they dumped the uranium into the 
New York sewer system. The precursor to 


speed centrifuges-into enriched uranium 
for reactor fuel, then further concentrated 
into super enriched uranium to make nucle¬ 
ar weapons. During the Manhattan Project, 
UF6 from the centrifuges was sent to Lucius 
Pitkin and chemists there would do analy¬ 
ses studying the progress of enrichment of 
the uranium. 


We in the lab didn't worry so much 
about being zapped by rays from enriched 
uranium because the government work 
had taken place in the old building blocks 
away. My boss's Geiger counter wasn't 
picking up much until he started probing 
around the bench where the big bottle 
of distilled water sat. Everyone in the lab 
visited that bench several times a day 
to re-fill their distilled water bottles. The 
Geiger counter began to crackle violently. 
The bench, right at the level of everyone's 
sex organs, was giving off massive quanti¬ 
ties of gamma rays. An older maintenance 
worker confirmed that the bench had been 
taken from the old building at 138 Pearl 
Street when the company moved. It was 
saturated with enriched uranium from the 
Manhattan Project, part of the same batch 
that destroyed Hiroshima (Nakasaki was 
devastated by a plutonium bomb). 

They had to have the bench shipped 
to a waste dump. I am still alive. The build¬ 
ing at the corner of Hudson and Duane 
Streets that used to house Lucius Pitkin now 
houses a yuppie clothing store called The 
Ludlow Shop and a trendy bar/restaurant 
called CYRK. Is it still radioactive? It sure the 
hell was when I was working there. 

[Disclaimer: While the Lucius Pitkin 
Corp. still runs a metallurgical laboratory in 
NYC, it no longer performs chemical analy¬ 
ses such as those described above] 
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table, which involved the separation of 
these elements from the contaminants and 
the final weighing of a precipitate contain¬ 
ing the element that was being measured. 
Instead of weighing, sometimes the precip¬ 
itate would be dissolved and "titrated" by 
measuring how much of another com¬ 
pound or "reagent" was needed to react 
with it, which is indirectly the same thing as 
weighing. 

Most of the elements that we mea¬ 
sured in the lab were just plain poison¬ 
ous, particularly for the person who was 
handling them, but also for the rest of the 
world when the stuff went down the drain, 
which, I must confess, was how we got 
rid of most of it. I do not know if this was 
legal or not at the time, and I assumed that 
this was the responsibility of the bosses. I 
remember pouring solutions containing 
lead, zinc, cadmium, chromium, tin, silver, 
antimony-probably even mercury and 
arsenic-down the regular drains where 
everybody else normally dumps their 
dishwashing detergents and human waste. 

I must also confess to having volatilized 
oxidized chromium, which was then sucked 
up by a "fume hood" or mechanical vent 
equipped with a fan, into New York City's 
atmosphere. 

One of the other elements that Lucius 
Pitkin submitted commercial assays for was 
uranium, and the client in this case was 
the Kerr McGee corporation which started 
out as a coal mining company, but which 
branched out into uranium, samples of 
which arrived from KM owned mines in the 
western U.S., Australia, and South Africa. 
Kerr-McGee was one of the laboratory's 
most important clients. The uranium arrived 
in the form of uranium oxide concentrate- 
notthe raw ore, but a treated product that 
was about 30% uranium that still contained 
impurities from the mine. Because of its 
bright yellow color, this material was re¬ 
ferred to as "yellowcake." 

It was the job of one of my colleagues, 
a frail young man from the Phillipines, to 
analyze the yellowcake and very precisely 
determine the percentage of uranium 
in it. The reason for the work was purely 
commercial. This was an "umpire assay", to 
settle a dispute over the price between a 
buyer and seller, the former of which would 
always claim that the uranium percentage 
was lower and the latter that it was higher. 
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the weighing and titrating of the uranium 
suffered an attack of inflammatory bowel 
disease during his tenure at Lucius Pitkin, 
and had to take a leave of absence but was 
able to return after being treated with corti¬ 
costeroids. Was it his own genetic makeup 
and dietary habits that got him sick, or was 
it all of the terrible shit he was exposed to 
on the job? 

The precision of the work and the 
amount of money riding on these "umpire 
analyses" was also very stressful and the 
bosses were always on our backs making 
us do things over again-yet another poten¬ 
tial source of inflamed bowels. 

Now, what happened to the uranium 
after it had been titrated? Each analysis was 
done in triplicate on a half gram sample 
and there were hundreds of samples. 
Apparently, when they first started doing 
this, they dumped the uranium into the 
New York sewer system. The precursor to 
the EPA [Environmental Protection Agen¬ 
cy] in those days actually monitored the 
sewers for radioactivity from time to time, 
and traced the contamination in the Tribeca 
area to Lucius Pitkin because they were 
the only ones up sewer of the contamina¬ 
tion who had a license to handle uranium. 
Hence, the bosses of LP had to pay the 
government a $5,000 fine, and couldn't 
dump uranium down the drains any more. 

The price of carting the stuff to a 
radioactive waste dump was prohibitive as 
far as the bosses were concerned and they 
were still willing to take risks because the 
fines were not really all that bad. So they 
ordered all of the spent uranium samples 
to be poured, after neutralizing the acid, 
into 55 gallon metal drums up on the roof 
of the three story lab building, where they 
would be loosely covered and allowed to 
evaporate down to bright green fluores¬ 
cent crystals. One day, there was a hurri¬ 
cane coming, and the response was simply 
to seal the drums more tightly. At this point, 


speed centrifuges-into enriched uranium 
for reactor fuel, then further concentrated 
into super enriched uranium to make nucle¬ 
ar weapons. During the Manhattan Project, 
UF6 from the centrifuges was sent to Lucius 
Pitkin and chemists there would do analy¬ 
ses studying the progress of enrichment of 
the uranium. 
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Street when the company moved. It was 
saturated with enriched uranium from the 
Manhattan Project, part of the same batch 
that destroyed Hiroshima (Nakasaki was 
devastated by a plutonium bomb). 

They had to have the bench shipped 
to a waste dump. I am still alive. The build¬ 
ing at the corner of Hudson and Duane 
Streets that used to house Lucius Pitkin now 
houses a yuppie clothing store called The 
Ludlow Shop and a trendy bar/restaurant 
called CYRK. Is it still radioactive? It sure the 
hell was when I was working there. 

[Disclaimer: While the Lucius Pitkin 
Corp. still runs a metallurgical laboratory in 
NYC, it no longer performs chemical analy¬ 
ses such as those described above] 
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atmosphere. 

One of the other elements that Lucius 
Pitkin submitted commercial assays for was 
uranium, and the client in this case was 
the Kerr McGee corporation which started 
out as a coal mining company, but which 
branched out into uranium, samples of 
which arrived from KM owned mines in the 
western U.S., Australia, and South Africa. 
Kerr-McGee was one of the laboratory's 
most important clients. The uranium arrived 
in the form of uranium oxide concentrate- 
not the raw ore, but a treated product that 
was about 30% uranium that still contained 
impurities from the mine. Because of its 
bright yellow color, this material was re¬ 
ferred to as "yellowcake." 

It was the job of one of my colleagues, 
a frail young man from the Phillipines, to 
analyze the yellowcake and very precisely 
determine the percentage of uranium 
in it. The reason for the work was purely 
commercial. This was an "umpire assay", to 
settle a dispute over the price between a 
buyer and seller, the former of which would 
always claim that the uranium percentage 
was lower and the latter that it was higher. 
The result coming from our lab would settle 
that dispute and Lucius Pitkin would get 
about $400 for each of the hundreds of 
analyses. The uranium oxide would then be 
sold and processed into reactor fuel and 
presumably also bombs. That part of it was 
not supposed to be any of our business. 

The process of analyzing the yellow¬ 
cake consisted of dissolving a precisely 
weighed amount of the yellowcake in sulfu¬ 
ric acid by heating the acid until it gave off 
fumes, then titrating it with an exactly pre¬ 
pared solution of a strong oxidizing agent, 
cerium sulfate, until a certain color change 
was observed. The amount of uranium was 
then calculated from the amount of cerium 
sulfate used up to get the color change. 

The weighing process exposed lab 
personnel, particularly the guy doing the 
assay, to a fine dust of uranium oxide. This 
was not bomb grade uranium, but natural 
uranium in the form of a compound which 
is only a little bit radioactive. Uranium 
also qualifies in its own right as a highly 
toxic heavy metal, up there with lead and 
mercury. The young lab technician who did 


and there were hundreds of samples. 
Apparently, when they first started doing 
this, they dumped the uranium into the 
New York sewer system. The precursor to 
the EPA [Environmental Protection Agen¬ 
cy] in those days actually monitored the 
sewers for radioactivity from time to time, 
and traced the contamination in the Tribeca 
area to Lucius Pitkin because they were 
the only ones up sewer of the contamina¬ 
tion who had a license to handle uranium. 
Hence, the bosses of LP had to pay the 
government a $5,000 fine, and couldn't 
dump uranium down the drains any more. 

The price of carting the stuff to a 
radioactive waste dump was prohibitive as 
far as the bosses were concerned and they 
were still willing to take risks because the 
fines were not really all that bad. So they 
ordered all of the spent uranium samples 
to be poured, after neutralizing the acid, 
into 55 gallon metal drums up on the roof 
of the three story lab building, where they 
would be loosely covered and allowed to 
evaporate down to bright green fluores¬ 
cent crystals. One day, there was a hurri¬ 
cane coming, and the response was simply 
to seal the drums more tightly. At this point, 
each of the drums must have contained 
several pounds of uranium. I don't believe 
the drums spilled during the hurricane. 

Then, the EPA starting focusing a little 
more tightly on Lucius Pitkin. Interestingly, 
this increased focus paralleled the gentrifi- 
cation of the Tribeca area with complaints 
by new, more middle class residents about 
the stuff that was coming out of the fume 
hoods and leaking out of the trash contain¬ 
ers around the building. Inspectors found 
the drums on the roof, and LP's bosses 
were forced have it carted away at substan¬ 
tial expense. They also ordered a survey 
of radiation contamination within the lab. 
Before the EPA inspectors were due to 
show up, my boss decided to take a Geiger 
counter and do his own rough survey. 

We all knew that, during World War II, 
Lucius Pitkin had been a subcontractor for 
the Manhattan Project, and had done analy¬ 
ses of uranium hexafluoride for the govern¬ 
ment. UF6, as it is called, is the compound 
into which uranium is converted when it 
is going to be concentrated-using high 
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URANIUM WAS FOUND ON THE THIRD FLOOR 


the weighing and titrating of the uranium 
suffered an attack of inflammatory bowel 
disease during his tenure at Lucius Pitkin, 
and had to take a leave of absence but was 
able to return after being treated with corti¬ 
costeroids. Was it his own genetic makeup 
and dietary habits that got him sick, or was 
it all of the terrible shit he was exposed to 
on the job? 

The precision of the work and the 
amount of money riding on these "umpire 
analyses" was also very stressful and the 
bosses were always on our backs making 
us do things over again-yet another poten¬ 
tial source of inflamed bowels. 

Now, what happened to the uranium 
after it had been titrated? Each analysis was 
done in triplicate on a half gram sample 
and there were hundreds of samples. 
Apparently, when they first started doing 
this, they dumped the uranium into the 
New York sewer system. The precursor to 
the EPA [Environmental Protection Agen¬ 
cy] in those days actually monitored the 
sewers for radioactivity from time to time, 
and traced the contamination in the Tribeca 
area to Lucius Pitkin because they were 
the only ones up sewer of the contamina¬ 
tion who had a license to handle uranium. 
Hence, the bosses of LP had to pay the 
government a $5,000 fine, and couldn't 
dump uranium down the drains any more. 

The price of carting the stuff to a 
radioactive waste dump was prohibitive as 
far as the bosses were concerned and they 
were still willing to take risks because the 
fines were not really all that bad. So they 
ordered all of the spent uranium samples 
to be poured, after neutralizing the acid, 
into 55 gallon metal drums up on the roof 
of the three story lab building, where they 
would be loosely covered and allowed to 
evaporate down to bright green fluores¬ 
cent crystals. One day, there was a hurri¬ 
cane coming, and the response was simply 
to seal the drums more tightly. At this point, 
each of the drums must have contained 
several pounds of uranium. I don't believe 
the drums spilled during the hurricane. 

Then, the EPA starting focusing a little 
more tightly on Lucius Pitkin. Interestingly, 
this increased focus paralleled the gentrifi- 
cation of the Tribeca area with complaints 
by new, more middle class residents about 
the stuff that was coming out of the fume 
hoods and leaking out of the trash contain¬ 
ers around the building. Inspectors found 
the drums on the roof, and LP's bosses 
were forced have it carted away at substan¬ 
tial expense. They also ordered a survey 
of radiation contamination within the lab. 
Before the EPA inspectors were due to 
show up, my boss decided to take a Geiger 
counter and do his own rough survey. 

We all knew that, during World War II, 
Lucius Pitkin had been a subcontractor for 
the Manhattan Project, and had done analy¬ 
ses of uranium hexafluoride for the govern¬ 
ment. UF6, as it is called, is the compound 
into which uranium is converted when it 
is going to be concentrated-using high 


speed centrifuges-into enriched uranium 
for reactor fuel, then further concentrated 
into super enriched uranium to make nucle¬ 
ar weapons. During the Manhattan Project, 
UF6 from the centrifuges was sent to Lucius 
Pitkin and chemists there would do analy¬ 
ses studying the progress of enrichment of 
the uranium. 


ing attne corner or Hudson ana uuane 
Streets that used to house Lucius Pitkin now 
houses a yuppie clothing store called The 
Ludlow Shop and a trendy bar/restaurant 
called CYRK. Is it still radioactive? It sure the 
hell was when I was working there. 

[Disclaimer: While the Lucius Pitkin 
Corp. still runs a metallurgical laboratory in 
NYC, it no longer performs chemical analy¬ 
ses such as those described above] 
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SECRET RADIOACTIVE SITES 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT 
NYC METRO AREA 

By Paul DeRienzo 


In August 2005, the New York Police 
Department, acting with the Department 
of Energy, conducted an anti terrorism 
radiation flyover survey. Surveyors found 
80 radioactive locations in the city-one 
of them being Great Kills Park on Staten 
Island. The park is a popular place near 
a suburban enclave inhabited by cops, 
firefighters and other unsuspecting resi¬ 
dents. The park, with more than 500 acres 
of woods surrounding softball and soccer 
fields and a marina, was constructed from 
garbage dumped in the bay between 1944 
and 1946. Unregulated and illegal dump¬ 
ing has a long history in New York City. 

"This is potentially a very danger¬ 
ous situation," said former Rep. Michael 
Grimm (R NY) in 2013, whose congres¬ 
sional district includes the park. "The last 
thing I want is to have anyone or their 
children get sick or hurt because of this 
contamination." 

Dr. Marvin Resnikoff, a spokesper¬ 
son for Radioactive Waste Management 
Associates, which works on cleaning up 
radioactive waste dumps, says that walking 
through Great Kills is like being "exposed 
to an X ray machine you can't turn off." 

It is likely that the material stems 
from the World War II nuclear weapons 
program and was dumped into a public 
landfill by radium companies that were 
little more than public fronts for the United 
States government during its effort to 
build the first atomic bomb. 

More radioactive "hotspots" were 
reported in Great Kills in 2007 as the 
government dug up contaminated soil 
and medical devices used in past decades 
to apply radium to cancerous tumors. 

By 2009, half the park was closed indef¬ 
initely as more and more contamination 
was unearthed. In 2014, at a community 
meeting held in Staten Island, the National 
Park Service admitted that the radioactive 
contamination was greater than predicted. 

The NYPD initially said that the 
radioactivity in Great Kills was caused by 


were washed down through the plumbing 
system." 

One gram of Radium 226, the isotope 
contaminating Great Kills Park, and the 
most common form of the element, emits 
a massive amount of dangerous radia- 
tion-as much as three tons of depleted 
uranium. Imagine a spot of salt in your 
hand equal to enough raw ore to fill your 
living room, emanating indelible amounts 
of cancer-causing radiation. 

Radioactivity Extends 
Past Staten Island 

More contamination was found at 
another Radium Chemical location on East 
44th Street in Manhattan, now the site of 
a luxury high rise. The New York Times 
reported in 1988 that there may have been 
as many as 13 radium processing facilities 
owned by Radium Chemical Company 
operating in New York City. 

According to Manhattan Project trou¬ 
bleshooter George A. Cowan, his radiation 
monitor "went berserk" on a 1943 trip to 
the Radium Chemical Company offices in 
a "big building" on Sixth Avenue." In his 
memoirs, Cowan wrote that workplace 
conditions that would be illegal today 
were commonplace then. "I checked out 
the primitive chemical hood I was direct¬ 
ed to use to make the [Radium Beryllium] 
neutron source," Cowan wrote. "I went to 
the roof of the building where air from the 
hood was released," and was appalled 
to find that "the roof was unacceptably 
radioactive." 

Not Just Radium Chemical 

Radium Chemical may not be alone 
in contaminating Great Kills. Throughout 
the 20th century, Radium Chemical's major 
competitor, International Rare Metals 
Refinery, Inc, also known as the Canadian 
Radium and Uranium Corporation, was 
located 40 miles north of the city in the 
hamlet of Mt. Kisco. 
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secret nuclear weapons storage depot 
until being shut down in the 1980s by anti 
nuclear protesters. 

Nearly 80 years has passed since K 65 
uranium ore was first processed in New 
York and radioactive contamination is still 
seeping into ground water. In the 1960s, 
Governor Nelson Rockefeller inaugurated 
a commercial nuclear fuel reprocessing 
facility at West Valley, a hamlet about 30 
miles south of Buffalo. His failed plan was 
to get the state into the atomic game. 
Rocky's plan was thwarted when waste 
from the plant migrated to streams that 
flow into the Niagara River, passing over 
the thunderous Falls and eventually flow¬ 
ing into Lake Ontario. 

The state of New York agreed to take 
ownership of the waste if the reprocessing 
company pulled out. Faced with intracta¬ 
ble costs and worsening environmental 
problems at West Valley, that is exactly 
what happened. The storage and clean 
up at the West Valley site has cost New 
York taxpayers millions of dollars every 
year for decades. Radioactive waste from 
the facility ended up in Lake Ontario, 
which has tested positive for radioactive 
contamination. 

The radioactive waste produced near 
Buffalo grew with the magnitude of the 
U.S. nuclear arsenal. The bomb makers ran 
out of places to store the ever-expanding 
waste stream, which fell off of uncovered 
and overloaded trucks driving from one 
temporary dump after another. Soon, 
thousands of rusting metal barrels filled 
with waste were abandoned along the 
sides of roads. Sudden and unexplained 
fires and explosions as chemicals in the 
waste spontaneously ignited frightened 
clueless neighbors who had no idea they 
were surrounded by one of the greatest 
military projects in human history. 

The vortex of activity centers on a 
7,500 acre plot of land called the Lake 
Ontario Ordnance Works [LOOW], which 
was set up by the army to manufacture 
TNT for the war effort. War production 
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the war to treat clothing in the event of a 
chemical or biological attack. 

Farmers were forced to sell their land. 
What was once idyllic countryside had mor¬ 
phed into a dump for the growing mounds 
of radioactive and toxic chemicals pro¬ 
duced by the war effort. A decade later, a 
section of the LOOW would house a secret 
U.S. Air Force factory that made classified 
jet fuel components. A closely-guarded 
secret for decades, the facility was also a 
base for nuclear-tipped Nike anti aircraft 
missiles. One of the stream of private 
companies and defense contractors that 
managed Lake Ontario Ordnance Works at 
the height of the Cold War was the Hooker 
Electrochemical Company. 

The Hidden History 
of Love Canal 

The area near Niagara Falls is often 
called New York State's "frontier" because 
it shares a border with Canada. That "fron¬ 
tier" is one of the most polluted places 
in the United States, according to a study 
published two years ago by the Western 
New York Environmental Alliance, the 
Community Foundation for Greater Buf¬ 
falo and the University at Buffalo's Urban 
Design Project. The revelation wasn't a 
surprise. In 1979, residents discovered that 
their homes were worthless when Love 
Canal started coughing up some of its 
20,000 tons of buried toxic chemicals. 

Love Canal began its life as a ditch 
named after William T. Love, an entrepre¬ 
neur who planned to build a canal that 
would connect the Niagara River to Lake 
Ontario. The canal would provide energy 
by exploiting the natural drop in elevation 
that created Niagara Falls. Love envisioned 
his canal as ending in an "urban utopia" 
centered on a modest crossroads he 
called Model City, now a village near the 
ordnance works site. Part salesman and 
part visionary, Love promised "smog free 
skies" and parks that would eventually 
serve a population of a million, but then 
he went bankrupt and in 1894 the dream 





"This is potentially a very danger¬ 
ous situation," said former Rep. Michael 
Grimm (R NY) in 2013, whose congres¬ 
sional district includes the park. "The last 
thing I want is to have anyone or their 
children get sick or hurt because of this 
contamination." 

Dr. Marvin Resnikoff, a spokesper¬ 
son for Radioactive Waste Management 
Associates, which works on cleaning up 
radioactive waste dumps, says that walking 
through Great Kills is like being "exposed 
to an X ray machine you can't turn off." 

It is likely that the material stems 
from the World War II nuclear weapons 
program and was dumped into a public 
landfill by radium companies that were 
little more than public fronts for the United 
States government during its effort to 
build the first atomic bomb. 

More radioactive "hotspots" were 
reported in Great Kills in 2007 as the 
government dug up contaminated soil 
and medical devices used in past decades 
to apply radium to cancerous tumors. 

By 2009, half the park was closed indef¬ 
initely as more and more contamination 
was unearthed. In 2014, at a community 
meeting held in Staten Island, the National 
Park Service admitted that the radioactive 
contamination was greater than predicted. 

The NYPD initially said that the 
radioactivity in Great Kills was caused by 
"industrial" activities before the park was 
built, but, as the extent of the contamina¬ 
tion was revealed, that story became less 
and less believable. 

But Where is the 
Radioactive Material From? 

In the 1920s, a company called Radi¬ 
um Chemical processed radium, a highly 
radioactive element that glows in the 
dark. The company made a product called 
"Undark" Young women employed by the 
company to paint luminescent dials using 
radium were ordered to lick paint brushes 
after each stroke to keep the tips pointed 
and the strokes precise. 

The women realized something was 
wrong when horrific tumors began to 
grow in their jaws. Heading straight for the 
bone, the radium replaced calcium and 
caused the women's lower jaws to literally 
fall apart. The dying women filed lawsuits, 
but few received compensation and their 
suffering was soon forgotten. 

Company owners escaped liability by 
morphing Radium Chemical into new enti¬ 
ties under different names and modified 
boards of directors, though ownership of 
the radium traced back to Joseph A. Kelly 
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another Radium Chemical location on East 
44th Street in Manhattan, now the site of 
a luxury high rise. The New York Times 
reported in 1988 that there may have been 
as many as 13 radium processing facilities 
owned by Radium Chemical Company 
operating in New York City. 

According to Manhattan Project trou¬ 
bleshooter George A. Cowan, his radiation 
monitor "went berserk" on a 1943 trip to 
the Radium Chemical Company offices in 
a "big building" on Sixth Avenue." In his 
memoirs, Cowan wrote that workplace 
conditions that would be illegal today 
were commonplace then. "I checked out 
the primitive chemical hood I was direct¬ 
ed to use to make the [Radium Beryllium] 
neutron source," Cowan wrote. "I went to 
the roof of the building where air from the 
hood was released," and was appalled 
to find that "the roof was unacceptably 
radioactive." 

Not Just Radium Chemical 

Radium Chemical may not be alone 
in contaminating Great Kills. Throughout 
the 20th century, Radium Chemical's major 
competitor, International Rare Metals 
Refinery, Inc, also known as the Canadian 
Radium and Uranium Corporation, was 
located 40 miles north of the city in the 
hamlet of Mt. Kisco. 

Boris Pregel, an agent for International 
Rare Metals Refinery, negotiated a deal 
whereby the company would sell its urani¬ 
um to the Manhattan Project for its bombs, 
and keep its radium to sell. In 1939, a 
barge from Africa arrived at the warehouse 
Pregel administered under the Bayonne 
Bridge, near the colonial era town of Port 
Richmond, on Staten Island. The barge 
was loaded with 1,200 tons of high grade 
uranium ore packed in burlap sacks. The 
uranium from this ore would fuel the atom 
bomb. The site of this warehouse remains 
radioactive to this day. 

In 1957, International Rare Metals 
Refinery was targeted in New York State's 
first prosecution for exposing employees 
to excessive radiation, but a judge sus¬ 
pended the fine. Waste from the demo¬ 
lition of a the company's factory located 
at a railroad siding at Kisco and Railroad 
Avenues, in Mt. Kisco, New York, was 
reportedly hauled to the Croton landfill, 
where a federal judge said that unrestrict¬ 
ed dumping had turned the landfill into 
"an environmental time bomb." 

Based on a tip, a reporter for the 
Mt. Kisco Patent Trader in 1979 used a 
borrowed Geiger counter to scan the site, 
walking along the railroad tracks where the 


company pulled out. Faced with intracta¬ 
ble costs and worsening environmental 
problems at West Valley, that is exactly 
what happened. The storage and clean 
up at the West Valley site has cost New 
York taxpayers millions of dollars every 
year for decades. Radioactive waste from 
the facility ended up in Lake Ontario, 
which has tested positive for radioactive 
contamination. 

The radioactive waste produced near 
Buffalo grew with the magnitude of the 
U.S. nuclear arsenal. The bomb makers ran 
out of places to store the ever-expanding 
waste stream, which fell off of uncovered 
and overloaded trucks driving from one 
temporary dump after another. Soon, 
thousands of rusting metal barrels filled 
with waste were abandoned along the 
sides of roads. Sudden and unexplained 
fires and explosions as chemicals in the 
waste spontaneously ignited frightened 
clueless neighbors who had no idea they 
were surrounded by one of the greatest 
military projects in human history. 

The vortex of activity centers on a 
7,500 acre plot of land called the Lake 
Ontario Ordnance Works [LOOW], which 
was set up by the army to manufacture 
TNT for the war effort. War production 
was soon going full tilt and It wasn't long 
before the army had all the TNT it needed. 
So much TNT was made at the LOOW that 
the explosive residue still clogs miles of 
underground pipes and flows into streams 
and rivers feeding the Great Lakes. The 
LOOW was also the site for a plant that 
made a chemical used by soldiers during 


or Love canal 

The area near Niagara Falls is often 
called New York State's "frontier" because 
it shares a border with Canada. That "fron¬ 
tier" is one of the most polluted places 
in the United States, according to a study 
published two years ago by the Western 
New York Environmental Alliance, the 
Community Foundation for Greater Buf¬ 
falo and the University at Buffalo's Urban 
Design Project. The revelation wasn't a 
surprise. In 1979, residents discovered that 
their homes were worthless when Love 
Canal started coughing up some of its 
20,000 tons of buried toxic chemicals. 

Love Canal began its life as a ditch 
named after William T. Love, an entrepre¬ 
neur who planned to build a canal that 
would connect the Niagara River to Lake 
Ontario. The canal would provide energy 
by exploiting the natural drop in elevation 
that created Niagara Falls. Love envisioned 
his canal as ending in an "urban utopia" 
centered on a modest crossroads he 
called Model City, now a village near the 
ordnance works site. Part salesman and 
part visionary, Love promised "smog free 
skies" and parks that would eventually 
serve a population of a million, but then 
he went bankrupt and in 1894 the dream 
evaporated. 

Love moved to Canada, managing a 
gold mine-New York State gained a water 
filled ditch. 

Tens of thousands of workers flood¬ 
ed into the region, working on projects 

See LOVE CANAL On Page 21 





meeting held in Staten Island, the National 
Park Service admitted that the radioactive 
contamination was greater than predicted. 

The NYPD initially said that the 
radioactivity in Great Kills was caused by 
"industrial" activities before the park was 
built, but, as the extent of the contamina¬ 
tion was revealed, that story became less 
and less believable. 

But Where is the 
Radioactive Material From? 

In the 1920s, a company called Radi¬ 
um Chemical processed radium, a highly 
radioactive element that glows in the 
dark. The company made a product called 
"Undark." Young women employed by the 
company to paint luminescent dials using 
radium were ordered to lick paint brushes 
after each stroke to keep the tips pointed 
and the strokes precise. 

The women realized something was 
wrong when horrific tumors began to 
grow in their jaws. Heading straight for the 
bone, the radium replaced calcium and 
caused the women's lower jaws to literally 
fall apart. The dying women filed lawsuits, 
but few received compensation and their 
suffering was soon forgotten. 

Company owners escaped liability by 
morphing Radium Chemical into new enti¬ 
ties under different names and modified 
boards of directors, though ownership of 
the radium traced back to Joseph A. Kelly 
Sr., a pioneer in marketing radium. His inter¬ 
locking network of radium paint companies 
would become one of the largest World 
War II government contractors, supplying 
luminescent dials for fighter planes and 
bombers. He would also quietly become 
a major supplier of radium and other rare 
elements used in the Manhattan Project. 

The radium business was long over 
when the cleanup bill came due. In 1983, 
Kelly's son Joseph Jr., agreed to remove 
140 grams of radium from his abandoned 
one story brick Radium Chemical Compa¬ 
ny factory in Woodside, Queens. The mas¬ 
sive clean up in this quiet industrial corner 
of the city would cost New York State at 
least $6 million. Kelly was only required to 
pay $500,000 in "personal liability" based 
on the value of his assets. 

Apparently, that cleanup extended 
to the city sewer system/'AltHough it's not 
known exactly what Radium Chemical was 
doing at this address," former New York 
state Assemblyman Maurice D. Hinchey 
said, "it would appear that radium particles 


competitor, International Rare Metals 
Refinery, Inc, also known as the Canadian 
Radium and Uranium Corporation, was 
located 40 miles north of the city in the 
hamlet of Mt. Kisco. 

Boris Pregel, an agent for International 
Rare Metals Refinery, negotiated a deal 
whereby the company would sell its urani¬ 
um to the Manhattan Project for its bombs, 
and keep its radium to sell. In 1939, a 
barge from Africa arrived at the warehouse 
Pregel administered under the Bayonne 
Bridge, near the colonial era town of Port 
Richmond, on Staten Island. The barge 
was loaded with 1,200 tons of high grade 
uranium ore packed in burlap sacks. The 
uranium from this ore would fuel the atom 
bomb. The site of this warehouse remains 
radioactive to this day. 

In 1957, International Rare Metals 
Refinery was targeted in New York State's 
first prosecution for exposing employees 
to excessive radiation, but a judge sus¬ 
pended the fine. Waste from the demo¬ 
lition of a the company's factory located 
at a railroad siding at Kisco and Railroad 
Avenues, in Mt. Kisco, New York, was 
reportedly hauled to the Croton landfill, 
where a federal judge said that unrestrict¬ 
ed dumping had turned the landfill into 
"an environmental time bomb." 

Based on a tip, a reporter for the 
Mt. Kisco Patent Trader in 1979 used a 
borrowed Geiger counter to scan the site, 
walking along the railroad tracks where the 
building once stood, as the detector was 
held near the ground. The audible sound 
of the "counts" would speed up as the 
radiation levels surpassed natural back¬ 
ground levels. The New York State Health 
Department looked into it, admitted that 
there was radioactivity at the site higher 
than background levels, but reported that 
there was "no health hazard" to the public. 

As of March 16, the site is at the 
center of a $3.2 million lawsuit over 
undisclosed radioactive hot spots, dating 
from the second World War. [See "Atom 
Legacy Fuels Lawsuit Over Mt. Kisco 
Property" at: http://www.lohud.com/story/ 
news/2016/03/03/81115202/] 

Radium fell out of use by the 1960s, 
and today is rightfully seen as a dangerous 
carcinogen. It presents a threat, whether as 
a potential terrorist weapon, or hidden by 
willful ignorance and neglect in a chil¬ 
dren's playground-such as Great Kills. 

Radium has a half life of 1,600 years. 
Unless major initiatives are taken, it'll long 
outlive any of us. 


7,500 acre plot of land called the Lake 
Ontario Ordnance Works [LOOW], which 
was set up by the army to manufacture 
TNT for the war effort. War production 
was soon going full tilt and It wasn't long 
before the army had all the TNT it needed. 
So much TNT was made at the LOOW that 
the explosive residue still clogs miles of 
underground pipes and flows into streams 
and rivers feeding the Great Lakes. The 
LOOW was also the site for a plant that 
made a chemical used by soldiers during 



part visionary, Love promised "smog free 
skies" and parks that would eventually 
serve a population of a million, but then 
he went bankrupt and in 1894 the dream 
evaporated. 

Love moved to Canada, managing a 
gold mine-New York State gained a water 
filled ditch. 

Tens of thousands of workers flood¬ 
ed into the region, working on projects 

See LOVE CANAL On Page 21 
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BORN WITH A SILVER SPOON, THEN 
HANDED A GOLDEN ONE BY NYC POLITICIANS 

Donald IVump's Legacy of Community 
Destruction Continues Under Son-In-Law Jared Kushner 


By A. Kronstadt 


Though he appears to have supporters 
across the United States who somehow 
feel that he is speaking for them, New 
Yorkers who know the history of Donald 
Trump think of him much differently: 
Trump's name in New York City is synony¬ 
mous with gentrification and the destruc¬ 
tion of affordable housing. 

Trump first attained notoriety when, 
as a developer of middle-income housing, 
he was accused by the Justice Department 
of telling black and Puerto Rican appli¬ 
cants that apartments were not available, 
or offering them leases at higher rents 
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Court in a suit brought by Housewreck- 
er's Union Local 95, claiming that Trump 
withheld over $1 million in pension funds 
that he was supposed to pay the union on 
behalf the 200 Polish workers, denied that 
he knew the workers were in the country 
illegally. However, witnesses who were 
on the job site testified that Trump was 
continually on the back of Kaszycki & Sons 
over missed deadlines and the rebellious 
antics of the Polish workers, and was aware 
of everything that was going on. As with 
many of Trump's legal pitfalls, the case was 
simply "settled" under the auspices of the 
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South, next to the Barbizon Hotel, which 
he intended to tear down to make way for 
a luxury tower. He also wanted to empty 
and demolish the apartment building to 
enlarge the parcel for his development. 
However, the building was fully-occupied 
by rent-controlled and rent-stabilized ten¬ 
ants who had eviction protections under 
the law. Over the next several months 
and years, according to papers filed in NY 
courts, Trump engaged in "threats of immi¬ 
nent demolition," "spurious litigation," 
"drastic decreases in essential services," 
"persistent delay in repairing defective 
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present hazards. 

Tenants at 171 -173 East Second Street 
are under siege, with Kushner's lawyers 
instituting eviction proceedings chal¬ 
lenging tenants' rent stabilization status 
and residency, and Westminster Manage¬ 
ment is trying to kick out an 87-year old 
tenant on the basis of alleged hoarding. 

A renovated one-bedroom apartment in 
that building now rents for $2,750/month, 
while a three-bedroom apartment goes for 
$4,995. 

Since 2005, Kushner has been the 
owner of the New York Observer, an 
pynpnqivp nspudo-intpllectual weeklv 
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Though he appears to have supporters 
across the United States who somehow 
feel that he is speaking for them, New 
Yorkers who know the history of Donald 
Trump think of him much differently: 
Trump's name in New York City is synony¬ 
mous with gentrification and the destruc¬ 
tion of affordable housing. 

Trump first attained notoriety when, 
as a developer of middle-income housing, 
he was accused by the Justice Department 
of telling black and Puerto Rican appli¬ 
cants that apartments were not available, 
or offering them leases at higher rents 
than white applicants. Trump counter-sued 
the Federal government for $100 million. 
Although Trump settled with the Feds, fair 
housing suits plagued him throughout his 
career, until he started dealing in hous¬ 
ing that was so high-end that the issue 
became moot. 

When New York City was in near-de¬ 
fault in the mid-1970s, Wall Street man 
Felix Rohatyn and the Emergency Finan¬ 
cial Control Board that was running the 
city on behalf of the banks gave away tax 
concessions right and left. Donald Trump, 
with fistfuls of his daddy's money, was 
one of the first to rummage through the 
bargain basement of NYC real estate. He 
was granted a 40-year tax abatement that 
enabled him to buy up the abandoned 
Commodore Hotel in 1977 and make it the 
site of his new Grand Hyatt. No wonder he 
always talks about "the deal"--the deal has 
always been handed to him. 

A big irony of Donald Trump's presi¬ 
dential bid is that none of his supporters 
are aware of Trump's extravagance and 
bad business decisions that led him into 
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Court in a suit brought by Housewreck- 
er's Union Local 95, claiming that Trump 
withheld over $1 million in pension funds 
that he was supposed to pay the union on 
behalf the 200 Polish workers, denied that 
he knew the workers were in the country 
illegally. However, witnesses who were 
on the job site testified that Trump was 
continually on the back of Kaszycki & Sons 
over missed deadlines and the rebellious 
antics of the Polish workers, and was aware 
of everything that was going on. As with 
many of Trump's legal pitfalls, the case was 
simply "settled" under the auspices of the 
tycoon's lawyers. 

CENTRAL PARK JOGGER CASE: 
FEEDING FRENZY CONVICTS INNO¬ 
CENT KIDS 

On May 1, 1989, Donald Trump paid 
$85,000 for full page ads in The New York 
Times, Daily News, New York Post, and 
New York Newsday to publish an opinion 
piece by himself entitled "Bring Back the 
Death Penalty. Bring Back Our Police!" 
in reference to the Central Park jogger 
assault that had taken place a couple of 
days earlier. In that case, six black and His¬ 
panic teenagers wqre charged with raping 
and assaulting a female jogger in Central 
Park, leaving the woman in a coma, though 
she eventually recovered. Trump stated "I 
want to hate these muggers and murder¬ 
ers, they should be forced to suffer and, 
when they kill, they should be executed for 
their crimes." 

Although the six youths were con¬ 
victed of the crime, based on confessions 
extracted by the police who promised 
each of them easier treatment if they 
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South, next to the Barbizon Hotel, which 
he intended to tear down to make way for 
a luxury tower. He also wanted to empty 
and demolish the apartment building to 
enlarge the parcel for his development. 
However, the building was fully-occupied 
by rent-controlled and rent-stabilized ten¬ 
ants who had eviction protections under 
the law. Over the next several months 
and years, according to papers filed in NY 
courts, Trump engaged in "threats of immi¬ 
nent demolition," "spurious litigation," 
"drastic decreases in essential services," 
"persistent delay in repairing defective 
conditions with life-threatening potential," 
"instructing employees to obtain informa¬ 
tion about the private lives (and) sex habits 
of the tenants," and "engaging in a psy¬ 
chological tug-of-war to wear the tenants 
down, which has had a deleterious effect 
upon the health and well-being of said 
tenants, many of whom are elderly and 
are particularly vulnerable to defendants' 
persistent course of conduct". Trump also 
denounced the tenants as "millionaires", 
though many of them were simply the 
last working class inhabitants of midtown 
Manhattan. 

REAL ESTATE CROOKS, SONS OF 
REAL ESTATE CROOKS, AND SONS- 
IN-LAW OF REAL ESTATE CROOKS 

The "art of the deal" definitely trans¬ 
lates into the art of the raw deal for ten¬ 
ants, insofar as concerns Trump's son-in- 
law and protege Jared Kushner, husband 
of his daughter Ivanka. 

In 2013, Kushner's company, West¬ 
minster Management, purchased 17 
tenements in Manhattan's East Village for 
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present hazards. 

Tenants at 171-173 East Second Street 
are under siege, with Kushner's lawyers 
instituting eviction proceedings chal¬ 
lenging tenants' rent stabilization status 
and residency, and Westminster Manage¬ 
ment is trying to kick out an 87-year old 
tenant on the basis of alleged hoarding. 

A renovated one-bedroom apartment in 
that building now rents for $2,750/month, 
while a three-bedroom apartment goes for 
$4,995. 

Since 2005, Kushner has been the 
owner of the New York Observer, an 
expensive pseudo-intellectual weekly 
that follows yuppie trends in NYC. For 
years The Observer published Candace 
Bushnell's column Sex and the City, which 
became the basis for the TV show of that 
name. The Observer has moralized to New 
Yorkers about the free market since its 
inception and is both a major advertiser of 
real estate and an advocate for developers 
and landlords. 

Like his father-in-law, Kushner is 
far from a self-made man, having been 
bankrolled by his father, Charles Kushner, 
a real estate developer from New Jersey 
who was a major force behind the cam¬ 
paign of disgraced New Jersey governor 
Jim McGreevy. In 2005, Charles Kushner 
pleaded guilty to 18 counts of tax evasion, 
witness tampering, and illegal campaign 
donations. In addition, he admitted to 
hiring a prostitute to seduce his brother- 
in-law, videoing them having sex, and 
then sending the recording to his sister as 
revenge for testifying against him in a fed¬ 
eral investigation. This is par for the course 
among members of New York City's sleazy, 
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he was accused by the Justice Department 
of telling black and Puerto Rican appli¬ 
cants that apartments were not available, 
or offering them leases at higher rents 
than white applicants. Trump counter-sued 
the Federal government for $100 million. 
Although Trump settled with the Feds, fair 
housing suits plagued him throughout his 
career, until he started dealing in hous¬ 
ing that was so high-end that the issue 
became moot. 

When New York City was in near-de¬ 
fault in the mid-1970s, Wall Street man 
Felix Rohatyn and the Emergency Finan¬ 
cial Control Board that was running the 
city on behalf of the banks gave away tax 
concessions right and left. Donald Trump, 
with fistfuls of his daddy's money, was 
one of the first to rummage through the 
bargain basement of NYC real estate. Fie 
was granted a 40-year tax abatement that 
enabled him to buy up the abandoned 
Commodore Hotel in 1977 and make it the 
site of his new Grand Hyatt. No wonder he 
always talks about "the deal"--the deal has 
always been handed to him. 

A big irony of Donald Trump's presi¬ 
dential bid is that none of his supporters 
are aware of Trump's extravagance and 
bad business decisions that led him into 
bankruptcy. His father, Fred Trump, who 
enabled Donald's emergence in the 
business world with capital to snap up an 
empire of middle-income housing devel¬ 
opments, later saved his ass in the early 
1990s by re-bankrolling the then broke 
tycoon and enabling him to climb back up 
the ladder. 

UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS IN 
TRUMP'S CLOSET 

It is not likely that the yahoos who 
want to build a fence between the U.S. and 
Mexico know that their hero Trump used 
200 undocumented Polish immigrants to 
demolish the old Bonwit Teller building in 
Manhattan in 1980 in order to make way 
for the present day Trump Tower on Fifth 
Avenue. 

The non-union wreckers were 
employed by Kaszycki & Sons, a contractor 
working for The Trump Organization. Many 
of these men camped out on the demo¬ 
lition site while their crew worked seven 
days a week around the clock. Trump, testi¬ 
fying on July 12, 1990 in Federal District 


antics of the Polish workers, and was aware 
of everything that was going on. As with 
many of Trump's legal pitfalls, the case was 
simply "settled" under the auspices of the 
tycoon's lawyers. 

CENTRAL PARK JOGGER CASE: 
FEEDING FRENZY CONVICTS INNO¬ 
CENT KIDS 

On May 1, 1989, Donald Trump paid 
$85,000 for full page ads in The New York 
Times, Daily News, New York Post, and 
New York Newsday to publish an opinion 
piece by himself entitled "Bring Back the 
Death Penalty. Bring Back Our Police!" 
in reference to the Central Park jogger 
assault that had taken place a couple of 
days earlier. In that case, six black and His¬ 
panic teenagers w^re charged with raping 
and assaulting a female jogger in Central 
Park, leaving the woman in a coma, though 
she eventually recovered. Trump stated "I 
want to hate these muggers and murder¬ 
ers, they should be forced to suffer and, 
when they kill, they should be executed for 
their crimes." 

Although the six youths were con¬ 
victed of the crime, based on confessions 
extracted by the police who promised 
each of them easier treatment if they 
fingered the others, DNA at the crime 
scene did not match any of them. In 2002, 
a serial rapist confessed to having commit¬ 
ted the crime by himself and the convic¬ 
tions were vacated after it was found that 
his DNA matched. The false convictions 
will cost New York City 41 million dollars in 
damages. 

The attorney for the wrongly convict¬ 
ed men, Michael W. Warren, said, "I think 
Donald Trump at the very least owes a 
real apology to this community and to the 
young men and their families." 

TRUMP STICKS IT TO THE PEOPLE 

While Trump did not invent the tactic 
of buying up buildings with rent-regulat¬ 
ed tenants and then harassing them into 
leaving so that they could be replaced 
with rich people paying five to ten times 
more rent, he helped refine the method, 
making it a key tool of mass neighbor¬ 
hood destruction. 

In 1981, Trump bought up a 15-story 
apartment building at 100 Central Park 


courts, Trump engaged in "threats of immi¬ 
nent demolition," "spurious litigation," 
"drastic decreases in essential services," 
"persistent delay in repairing defective 
conditions with life-threatening potential," 
"instructing employees to obtain informa¬ 
tion about the private lives (and) sex habits 
of the tenants," and "engaging in a psy¬ 
chological tug-of-war to wear the tenants 
down, which has had a deleterious effect 
upon the health and well-being of said 
tenants, many of whom are elderly and 
are particularly vulnerable to defendants' 
persistent course of conduct". Trump also 
denounced the tenants as "millionaires", 
though many of them were simply the 
last working class inhabitants of midtown 
Manhattan. 

REAL ESTATE CROOKS, SONS OF 
REAL ESTATE CROOKS, AND SONS- 
IN-LAW OF REAL ESTATE CROOKS 

The "art of the deal" definitely trans¬ 
lates into the art of the raw deal for ten¬ 
ants, insofar as concerns Trump's son-in- 
law and protege Jared Kushner, husband 
of his daughter Ivanka. 

In 2013, Kushner's company, West¬ 
minster Management, purchased 17 
tenements in Manhattan's East Village for 
$128 million, including: 129 First Ave., 143 
First Ave., 191-193 Avenue A, 201 East 
Second Street, 211 Avenue A, 23 Avenue 
A, 338-340 East Eleventh Street, 435 East 
Twelfth Street, 500 East Eleventh Street, 
504-508 East Twelfth Street 516-518 East 
Thirteenth Street and 165-167 Avenue A. 
Since then, the now 35-year old "wunder- 
kind" Kushner has expanded his East Vil¬ 
lage portfolio to 25 buildings, purchased 
for a total of $200 million. 

The buildings were bought up in 
deals involving another Manhattan devel¬ 
oper, Ben Shaoul, who did much of the 
preliminary dirty work of getting rid of 
rent-regulated tenants. Westminster Man¬ 
agement has been carrying on the Trump 
tradition of tenant harassment and denial 
of services. 

At 118 East Fourth Street, tenants 
have experienced a months-long gas shut¬ 
off that has resulted not only in the loss of 
cooking gas but of heat and hot water as 
well. The building has logged eight class 
C violations that are considered clear and 


while a three-bedroom apartment goes for 
$4,995. 

Since 2005, Kushner has been the 
owner of the New York Observer, an 
expensive pseudo-intellectual weekly 
that follows yuppie trends in NYC. For 
years The Observer published Candace 
Bushnell's column Sex and the City, which 
became the basis for the TV show of that 
name. The Observer has moralized to New 
Yorkers about the free market since its 
inception and is both a major advertiser of 
real estate and an advocate for developers 
and landlords. 

Like his father-in-law, Kushner is 
far from a self-made man, having been 
bankrolled by his father, Charles Kushner, 
a real estate developer from New Jersey 
who was a major force behind the cam¬ 
paign of disgraced New Jersey governor 
Jim McGreevy. In 2005, Charles Kushner 
pleaded guilty to 18 counts of tax evasion, 
witness tampering, and illegal campaign 
donations. In addition, he admitted to 
hiring a prostitute to seduce his brother- 
in-law, videoing them having sex, and 
then sending the recording to his sister as 
revenge for testifying against him in a fed¬ 
eral investigation. This is par for the course 
among members of New York City's sleazy, 
parasitic real estate community. 

It is no surprise that crypto-neo fascist 
demagogue Trump has emerged from the 
New York City real estate community that 
brought us Giuliani and "broken win¬ 
dows", because this is all fascism and New 
York is still in the clutches of real estate 
totalitarianism. 

Is Trump's run for the presidency sim¬ 
ply a plot between himself and his pals Bill 
and Hillary Clinton to get Hillary elected? 
Or is Hillary merely the cat's paw of Trump, 
destined to run the weak, defensive cam¬ 
paign that she is currently waging and be 
flushed down the drain by Trump along 
with our democratic freedoms and world 
diplomacy? 

Or will something better happen? 
After all, people in this country are getting 
smarter. A new generation has arisen 
that is seeing through the bullshit. Trump 
represents nothing but the backlash of a 
dying ideology, and under his disastrous 
reign, the movements of today would be 
forced in a revolutionary direction. 







SHADOW #58 (SPRING-SUMMER 2016) PAGE 9 

WHY HILLARY CLINTON IS MORE DANGEROUS 

THAN DONALD TRUMP 

By John Pilger 



WAR CRIMINAL HENRY KISSINGER GIVING HILLARY A TASTE OF POWER 


[The following is an edited version of a 
March 23 address given by investigative 
journalist John Pilger at the University of 
Sydney, entitled "A World War Has Begun", 
posted by NewMatilda.com] 

I have been filming in the Marshall 
Islands, which lie north of Australia, in the 
middle of the Pacific Ocean. Whenever I 
tell people where I have been, they ask, 
"Where is that?" If I offer a clue by refer¬ 
ring to "Bikini", they say, "You mean the 
swimsuit." 

Few seem aware that the bikini swim¬ 
suit was named to celebrate the nuclear 
explosions that destroyed Bikini island. 
Sixty six nuclear devices were exploded by 
the United States in the Marshall Islands 
between 1946 and 1958 - the equivalent 
of 1.6 Hiroshima bombs every day for 
twelve years. 

Bikini is silent today, mutated and con¬ 
taminated. Palm trees grow in a strange 
grid formation. Nothing moves. There 
are no birds. The headstones in the old 
cemetery are alive with radiation. My shoes 
registered "unsafe" on a Geiger counter. 

Standing on the beach, I watched the 
emerald green of the Pacific fall away into 
a vast black hole. This was the crater left by 
the hydrogen bomb they called "Bravo". 
The explosion poisoned people and their 
environment for hundreds of miles, per¬ 
haps forever. 

On my return journey, I stopped at 
Honolulu airport and noticed an Ameri¬ 
can magazine called Women's Health. On 
the cover was a smiling woman in a bikini 
swimsuit, and the headline: "You, too, can 
have a bikini body." A few days earlier, in 
the Marshall Islands, I had interviewed 
women who had very different "bikini bod¬ 
ies"; each had suffered thyroid cancer and 
other life threatening cancers. 

Unlike the smiling woman in the 
magazine, all of them were impoverished: 
the victims and guinea pigs of a rapacious 
superpower that is today more dangerous 


OUN and UPA fascists. They 
openly praise Hitler and call 
for the persecution and expul¬ 
sion of the Russian speaking 
minority. 

This is seldom news in 
the West, or it is inverted to 
suppress the truth. 

In Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia - next door to Russia 
-the US military is deploying 
combat troops, tanks, heavy 
weapons. This extreme prov¬ 
ocation of the world's second 
nuclear power is met with 
silence in the West. 

What makes the prospect 
of nuclear war even more 
dangerous is a parallel cam¬ 
paign against China. 

Seldom a day passes 
when China is not elevated 
to the status of a "threat". 

According to Admiral Harry 
Harris, the US Pacific com¬ 
mander, China is "building a 
great wall of sand in the 
South China Sea". 

What he is referring to 
is China building airstrips in the Spratly 
Islands, which are the subject of a dispute 
with the Philippines - a dispute without 
priority until Washington pressured and 
bribed the government in Manila and the 
Pentagon launched a propaganda cam¬ 
paign called "freedom of navigation". 

What does this really mean? It means 
freedom for American warships to patrol 
and dominate the coastal waters of China. 
Try to imagine the American reaction if 
Chinese warships did the same off the 
coast of California. 

I made a film called The War You 
Don't See, in which I interviewed distin¬ 
guished journalists in America and Britain: 
reporters such as Dan Rather of CBS, 

Rageh Omar of the BBC, David Rose of the 
__ 


commentator, Trump is "unleashing the 
dark forces of violence" in the United 
States. Unleashing them? 

This is the country where toddlers 
shoot their mothers and the police wage 
a murderous war against black Ameri¬ 
cans. This is the country that has attacked 
and sought to overthrow more than 50 
governments, many of them democracies, 
and bombed from Asia to the Middle East, 
causing the deaths and dispossession of 
millions of people. 

No country can equal this systemic 
record of violence. Most of America's wars 
(almost all of them against defenseless 
countries) have been launched not by 
Republican presidents but by liberal Dem¬ 
ocrats: Truman, Kennedy, Johnson, Carter, 
Clinton, Obama. 


Among Clinton's biggest backers are 
the Israel lobby and the arms companies 
that fuel the violence in the Middle East. 
She and her husband have received a for¬ 
tune from Wall Street. And yet, she is about 
to be ordained the women's candidate, to 
see off the evil Trump, the official demon. 
Her supporters include distinguished fem¬ 
inists: the likes of Gloria Steinem in the US 
and Anne Summers in Australia. 

A generation ago, a post modern cult 
now known as "identity politics" stopped 
many intelligent, liberal minded people 
examining the causes and individuals they 
supported - such as the fakery of Obama 
and Clinton; such as bogus progressive 
movements like Syriza in Greece, which 
betrayed the people of that country and 
allied with their enemies. 







WAR CRIMINAL HENRY KISSINGER GIVING HILLARY A TASTE OF POWER 
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Sixty six nuclear devices were exploded by 
the United States in the Marshall Islands 
between 1946 and 1958 - the equivalent 
of 1.6 Hiroshima bombs every day for 
twelve years. 

Bikini is silent today, mutated and con¬ 
taminated. Palm trees grow in a strange 
grid formation. Nothing moves. There 
are no birds. The headstones in the old 
cemetery are alive with radiation. My shoes 
registered "unsafe" on a Geiger counter. 

Standing on the beach, I watched the 
emerald green of the Pacific fall away into 
a vast black hole. This was the crater left by 
the hydrogen bomb they called "Bravo". 
The explosion poisoned people and their 
environment for hundreds of miles, per¬ 
haps forever. 

On my return journey, I stopped at 
Honolulu airport and noticed an Ameri¬ 
can magazine called Women's Health. On 
the cover was a smiling woman in a bikini 
swimsuit, and the headline: "You, too, can 
have a bikini body." A few days earlier, in 
the Marshall Islands, I had interviewed 
women who had very different "bikini bod¬ 
ies"; each had suffered thyroid cancer and 
other life threatening cancers. 

Unlike the smiling woman in the 
magazine, all of them were impoverished: 
the victims and guinea pigs of a rapacious 
superpower that is today more dangerous 
than ever. 

I relate this experience as a warning 
and to interrupt a distraction that has 
consumed so many of us. The founder of 
modern propaganda, Edward Bernays, 
described this phenomenon as "the con¬ 
scious and intelligent manipulation of the 
habits and opinions" of democratic societ¬ 
ies. He called it an "invisible government". 

How many people are aware that a 
world war has begun? At present, it is a 
war of propaganda, of lies and distraction, 
but this can change instantaneously with 
the first mistaken order, the first missile. 

In 2009, President Obama stood 
before an adoring crowd in the centre 
of Prague, in the heart of Europe. He 
pledged himself to make "the world free 
from nuclear weapons". People cheered 
and some cried. A torrent of platitudes 
flowed from the media. Obama was subse¬ 
quently awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

It was all fake. He was lying. 

The Obama administration has built 
more nuclear weapons, more nuclear 
warheads, more nuclear delivery systems, 
more nuclear factories. Nuclear warhead 
spending alone rose higher under Obama 
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silence in the West. 

What makes the prospect 
of nuclear war even more 
dangerous is a parallel cam¬ 
paign against China. 

Seldom a day passes 
when China is not elevated 
to the status of a "threat". 

According to Admiral Harry 
Harris, the US Pacific com¬ 
mander, China is "building a 
great wall of sand in the 
South China Sea". 

What he is referring to 
is China building airstrips in the Spratly 
Islands, which are the subject of a dispute 
with the Philippines - a dispute without 
priority until Washington pressured and 
bribed the government in Manila and the 
Pentagon launched a propaganda cam¬ 
paign called "freedom of navigation". 

What does this really mean? It means 
freedom for American warships to patrol 
and dominate the coastal waters of China. 
Try to imagine the American reaction if 
Chinese warships did the same off the 
coast of California. 

I made a film called The War You 
Don't See, in which I interviewed distin¬ 
guished journalists in America and Britain: 
reporters such as Dan Rather of CBS, 

Rageh Omar of the BBC, David Rose of the 
Observer. 

All of them said that had journalists 
and broadcasters done their job and ques¬ 
tioned the propaganda that Saddam Hus¬ 
sein possessed weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion; had the lies of George W. Bush and 
Tony Blair not been amplified and echoed 
by journalists, the 2003 invasion of Iraq 
might not have happened, and hundreds 
of thousands of men, women and children 
would be alive today. 

The propaganda laying the ground 
for a war against Russia and/or China is no 
different in principle. To my knowledge, 
no journalist in the Western "mainstream" 

- a Dan Rather equivalent, say - asks why 
China is building airstrips in the South 
China Sea. 

The answer ought to be glaringly 
obvious. The United States is encircling 
China with a network of bases, with ballis¬ 
tic missiles, battle groups, nuclear armed 
bombers. 

This lethal arc extends from Australia 
to the islands of the Pacific, the Marian¬ 
as and the Marshalls and Guam, to the 
Philippines, Thailand, Okinawa, Korea and 
across Eurasia to Afghanistan and India. 


commentator, Trump is "unleashing the 
dark forces of violence" in the United 
States. Unleashing them? 

This is the country where toddlers 
shoot their mothers and the police wage 
a murderous war against black Ameri¬ 
cans. This is the country that has attacked 
and sought to overthrow more than 50 
governments, many of them democracies, 
and bombed from Asia to the Middle East, 
causing the deaths and dispossession of 
millions of people. 

No country can equal this systemic 
record of violence. Most of America's wars 
(almost all of them against defenseless 
countries) have been launched not by 
Republican presidents but by liberal Dem¬ 
ocrats: Truman, Kennedy, Johnson, Carter, 
Clinton, Obama. 

In 1947, a series of National Security 
Council directives described the para¬ 
mount aim of American foreign policy as 
"a world substantially made over in [Ameri¬ 
ca's] own image". The ideology was messi¬ 
anic Americanism. We were all Americans. 
Or else. Heretics would be converted, 
subverted, bribed, smeared or crushed. 

Donald Trump is a symptom of this, 
but he is also a maverick. He says the 
invasion of Iraq was a crime; he doesn't 
want to go to war with Russia and China. 
The danger to the rest of us is not Trump, 
but Hillary Clinton. She is no maverick. She 
embodies the resilience and violence of a 
system whose vaunted "exceptionalism" is 
totalitarian with an occasional liberal face. 

As presidential election day draws 
near, Clinton will be hailed as the first 
female president, regardless of her crimes 
and lies - just as Barack Obama was laud¬ 
ed as the first black president and liberals 
swallowed his nonsense about "hope". 

And the drool goes on. 

Described by the Guardian columnist 
Owen Jones as "funny, charming, with a 
coolness that eludes practically every oth¬ 
er politician'VObama the other day sent 


Among Clinton's biggest backers are 
the Israel lobby and the arms companies 
that fuel the violence in the Middle East. 
She and her husband have received a for¬ 
tune from Wall Street. And yet, she is about 
to be ordained the women's candidate, to 
see off the evil Trump, the official demon. 
Her supporters include distinguished fem¬ 
inists: the likes of Gloria Steinem in the US 
and Anne Summers in Australia. 

A generation ago, a post modern cult 
now known as "identity politics" stopped 
many intelligent, liberal minded people 
examining the causes and individuals they 
supported - such as the fakery of Obama 
and Clinton; such as bogus progressive 
movements like Syriza in Greece, which 
betrayed the people of that country and 
allied with their enemies. 

Self absorption, a kind of "me ism", 
became the new Zeitgeist in privileged 
western societies and signalled the 
demise of great collective movements 
against war, social injustice, inequality, 
racism and sexism. 

Today, the long sleep may be over. 

The young are stirring again. Gradually. 

The thousands in Britain who supported 
Jeremy Corbyn as Labour leader are part 
of this awakening - as are those who ral¬ 
lied to support Senator Bernie Sanders. 

In Britain last week, Jeremy Corbyn's 
closest ally, his shadow treasurer John 
McDonnell, committed a Labour gov¬ 
ernment to pay off the debts of piratical 
banks and, in effect, to continue so called 
austerity. 

In the US, Bernie Sanders has prom¬ 
ised to support Clinton if or when she's 
nominated. He, too, has voted for Ameri¬ 
ca's use of violence against countries when 
he thinks it's "right". He says Obama has 
done "a great job". 

In Australia, there is a kind of mortuary 
politics, in which tedious parliamentary 
games are played out in the media while 
refugees and Indigenous people are 
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Unlike the smiling woman in the 
magazine, all of them were impoverished: 
the victims and guinea pigs of a rapacious 
superpower that is today more dangerous 
than ever. 

I relate this experience as a warning 
and to interrupt a distraction that has 
consumed so many of us. The founder of 
modern propaganda, Edward Bernays, 
described this phenomenon as "the con¬ 
scious and intelligent manipulation of the 
habits and opinions" of democratic societ¬ 
ies. He called it an "invisible government". 

How many people are aware that a 
world war has begun? At present, it is a 
war of propaganda, of lies and distraction, 
but this can change instantaneously with 
the first mistaken order, the first missile. 

In 2009, President Obama stood 
before an adoring crowd in the centre 
of Prague, in the heart of Europe. He 
pledged himself to make "the world free 
from nuclear weapons". People cheered 
and some cried. A torrent of platitudes 
flowed from the media. Obama was subse¬ 
quently awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

It was all fake. He was lying. 

The Obama administration has built 
more nuclear weapons, more nuclear 
warheads, more nuclear delivery systems, 
more nuclear factories. Nuclear warhead 
spending alone rose higher under Obama 
than under any American president. The 
cost over thirty years is more than $1 
trillion. 

A mini nuclear bomb is planned. It 
is known as the B61 Model 12. There has 
never been anything like it. General James 
Cartwright, a former Vice Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has said, "Going 
smaller [makes using this nuclear] weapon 
more thinkable." 

In the last eighteen months, the 
greatest build up of military forces since 
World War Two - led by the United States 
- is taking place along Russia's western 
frontier. Not since Hitler invaded the Soviet 
Union have foreign troops presented such 
a demonstrable threat to Russia. 

Ukraine - once part of the Soviet 
Union - has become a CIA theme park. 
Having orchestrated a coup in Kiev, 
Washington effectively controls a regime 
that is next door and hostile to Russia: a 
regime rotten with Nazis, literally. Promi¬ 
nent parliamentary figures in Ukraine are 
the political descendants of the notorious 
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Don't See, in which I interviewed distin¬ 
guished journalists in America and Britain: 
reporters such as Dan Rather of CBS, 

Rageh Omar of the BBC, David Rose of the 
Observer. 

All of them said that had journalists 
and broadcasters done their job and ques¬ 
tioned the propaganda that Saddam Hus¬ 
sein possessed weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion; had the lies of George W. Bush and 
Tony Blair not been amplified and echoed 
by journalists, the 2003 invasion of Iraq 
might not have happened, and hundreds 
of thousands of men, women and children 
would be alive today. 

The propaganda laying the ground 
for a war against Russia and/or China is no 
different in principle. To my knowledge, 
no journalist in the Western "mainstream" 

- a Dan Rather equivalent, say - asks why 
China is building airstrips in the South 
China Sea. 

The answer ought to be glaringly 
obvious. The United States is encircling 
China with a network of bases, with ballis¬ 
tic missiles, battle groups, nuclear armed 
bombers. 

This lethal arc extends from Australia 
to the islands of the Pacific, the Marian¬ 
as and the Marshalls and Guam, to the 
Philippines, Thailand, Okinawa, Korea and 
across Eurasia to Afghanistan and India. 
America has hung a noose around the 
neck of China. This is not news. Silence by 
media; war by media. 

In 2015, in high secrecy, the US and 
Australia staged the biggest single air sea 
military exercise in recent history, known 
as Talisman Sabre. Its aim was to rehearse 
an Air Sea Battle Plan, blocking sea lanes, 
such as the Straits of Malacca and the 
Lombok Straits, that cut off China's access 
to oil, gas and other vital raw materials 
from the Middle East and Africa. 

In the circus known as the American 
presidential campaign, Donald Trump is 
being presented as a lunatic, a fascist. He 
is certainly odious; but he is also a media 
hate figure. That alone should arouse our 
scepticism. 

Trump's views on migration are gro¬ 
tesque, but no more grotesque than those 
of David Cameron. It is not Trump who is 
the Great Deporter from the United States, 
but the Nobel Peace Prize winner, Barack 
Obama. 

According to one prodigious liberal 


(almost all of them against defenseless 
countries) have been launched not by 
Republican presidents but by liberal Dem¬ 
ocrats: Truman, Kennedy, Johnson, Carter, 
Clinton, Obama. 

In 1947, a series of National Security 
Council directives described the para¬ 
mount aim of American foreign policy as 
"a world substantially made over in [Ameri¬ 
ca's] own image". The ideology was messi¬ 
anic Americanism. We were all Americans. 
Or else. Heretics would be converted, 
subverted, bribed, smeared or crushed. 

Donald Trump is a symptom of this, 
but he is also a maverick. He says the 
invasion of Iraq was a crime; he doesn't 
want to go to war with Russia and China. 
The danger to the rest of us is not Trump, 
but Hillary Clinton. She is no maverick. She 
embodies the resilience and violence of a 
system whose vaunted "exceptionalism" is 
totalitarian with an occasional liberal face. 

As presidential election day draws 
near, Clinton will be hailed as the first 
female president, regardless of her crimes 
and lies - just as Barack Obama was laud¬ 
ed as the first black president and liberals 
swallowed his nonsense about "hope". 

And the drool goes on. 

Described by the Guardian columnist 
Owen Jones as "funny, charming, with a 
coolness that eludes practically every oth¬ 
er politician", Obama the other day sent 
drones to slaughter 150 people in Soma¬ 
lia. He kills people usually on Tuesdays, 
according to the New York Times, when he 
is handed a list of candidates for death by 
drone. So cool. 

In the 2008 presidential campaign, 
Hillary Clinton threatened to "totally oblit¬ 
erate" Iran with nuclear weapons. As Sec¬ 
retary of State under Obama, she partici¬ 
pated in the overthrow of the democratic 
government of Honduras. Her contribution 
to the destruction of Libya in 2011 was 
almost gleeful. When the Libyan leader, 
Colonel Gaddafi, was publicly sodomised 
with a knife - a murder made possible by 
American logistics - Clinton gloated over 
his death: "We came, we saw, he died." 

One of Clinton's closest allies is Mad¬ 
eleine Albright, the former Secretary of 
State, who has attacked young women for 
not supporting "Hillary". This is the same 
Madeleine Albright who infamously cel¬ 
ebrated on TV the death of half a million 
Iraqi children as "worth it". 


supported - such as the fakery of Obama 
and Clinton; such as bogus progressive 
movements like Syriza in Greece, which 
betrayed the people of that country and 
allied with their enemies. 

Self absorption, a kind of "me ism", 
became the new Zeitgeist in privileged 
western societies and signalled the 
demise of great collective movements 
against war, social injustice, inequality, 
racism and sexism. 

Today, the long sleep may be over. 

The young are stirring again. Gradually. 
The thousands in Britain who supported 
Jeremy Corbyn as Labour leader are part 
of this awakening - as are those who ral¬ 
lied to support Senator Bernie Sanders. 

In Britain last week, Jeremy Corbyn's 
closest ally, his shadow treasurer John 
McDonnell, committed a Labour gov¬ 
ernment to pay off the debts of piratical 
banks and, in effect, to continue so called 
austerity. 

In the US, Bernie Sanders has prom¬ 
ised to support Clinton if or when she's 
nominated. He, too, has voted for Ameri¬ 
ca's use of violence against countries when 
he thinks it's "right". He says Obama has 
done "a great job". 

In Australia, there is a kind of mortuary 
politics, in which tedious parliamentary 
games are played out in the media while 
refugees and Indigenous people are 
persecuted and inequality grows, along 
with the danger of war. The government 
of Malcolm Turnbull has just announced a 
so called defense budget of $195 billion 
that is a drive to war. There was no debate. 
Silence. 

What has happened to the great tradi¬ 
tion of popular direct action, unfettered to 
parties? Where is the courage, imagination 
and commitment required to begin the 
long journey to a better, just and peaceful 
world? Where are the dissidents in art, 
film, the theater, literature? 

Where are those who will shatter the 
silence? Or do we wait until the first nucle¬ 
ar missile is fired? 

[John Pilger is an award winning Aus¬ 
tralian journalist and documentary film 
maker. Some of his more famous works 
include Secret Country, Utopia and 
Cambodia: Ground Zero. Visit JohnPilg- 
er.com to view the films and journalism 
of John Pilger] 
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JUDITH MALINA: 1926-2015 


On April 10, 2015, an unstoppable force 
of creativity and public service passed into 



The Living The¬ 
ater's logo. 

The Living 
Theater's 1959 
production of 
"The Connec¬ 
tion", by Jack 
Gelber, a harsh 
depiction of 
heroin addic¬ 
tion, and "The 
Brig", by Ken¬ 
neth Brown, in 
1963, which 
examined con¬ 
ditions inside a 
Marine Corps 
jail, attracted 
both national 
and interna¬ 
tional attention 
and signaled 
the Zeitgeist of 
politically-en¬ 
gaged theater. 

While Beck 
and Malina 
were married, 
they were 
non-monog- 
amous, Beck 
was bisexual, 
as was Mali¬ 
na, and they 
shared lovers 
as well as had 
long relation¬ 
ships outside 
of their mar¬ 
riage. They had 
two children, 
Garrick and 
Isha. Isha was 



legend: Judith Malina. poet, director, play¬ 
wright, actress, revolutionary and peace 
maker of the beautiful, peaceful, nonvio¬ 
lent, anarchist revolution. 

After years of living with her communal 
Living Theater, Judith died at the age of 87 
at the Lillian Booth Actors Home in Engle¬ 
wood, New Jersey, after being evicted from 
The Living Theater's home on New York's 
Lower East Side. 

Judith was one of the architects of 
the American Counter Culture and her 
long associations artistically and politically 
forged much of what we now consider the 
bedrock of American political and artistic « 
resistance. Judith was a lifelong human 
rights activist, peace worker and anti death 
penalty crusader. 

Judith was born in 1926 in Kiel, 
Germany to Orthodox Jewish parents, a 
Rebbe's daughter. They migrated to New 
York from Berlin in 1929, when she was two 
years old. As her father set about publish¬ 
ing his German-language Jewish newspa¬ 
per and growing his congregation, Judith 
was raised in the Broadway Central Hotel 
that once stood on Broadway, between 
Bleecker Street and Waverly Place, a down¬ 
town Eloise. 

As young as seven, young Judith was 
memorizing stirring poems that she would 
publicly perform as her father set out to 
warn the public about the growing pow¬ 
er of the Nazis and the threat to Jews in 
Germany. 

Her mother, a former actress and as¬ 
piring director, had forged a deal when she 
married the Rebbe: if they had a daugh¬ 
ter, she would be allowed to become an 
actress. Her mother was a great admirer 
of German Jewish director Erwin Piscator, 
famed for his direction of Bertold Brecht's 
work with The Berliner Ensemble and the 
most powerful force in German theater. 

As soon as Judith came of age, she 
joined the drama program Erwin Piscator 
had founded at New York's New School 
of Social Research. Judith's classmates 
included Marlon Brando, Bea Arthur, Harry 
Belafonte, Tony Curtis, Ben Gazzara, Rod 


the off-spring of Malina's long term rela¬ 
tionship outside the Beck marriage, but 
Isha would be raised as Beck's child within 
the LT Collective. 

In 1963, due to charges brought by the 
Internal Revenue Service [IRS], The Living 
Theater decided to leave t)ie U.S. They 
spent five years touring in Europe, creating 
increasingly radical works, which culminat- 


Smith. She is featured in his landmark film 
"Flaming Creatures". 

In 1988, after Beck's death from cancer, 
Judith married company member Hanon 
Reznikov and The Living Theater moved 
into temporary quarters on East Third 
Street. In 2006, the company moved into a 
basement space on Clinton Street, where 
a fully-functioning theater was created and 
built bv Judith and Hanon. usino monev 


Most of you know Judith Malina because 
you saw her as Grandma in the first Add- 
ams Family movie. There is a small army 
of us who knew her more deeply for her 
life's work. She co-founded The Living 
Theater in 1947. The Living Theater was 
the precursor of all theater and cinema 
that happened after that. Look it up. 

Learn your own history! Anarchists who 
believed in the power of nonviolence, 
they turned their shows into participatory 
experiences. 

Abbie Hoffman and Johanna Lawren- 
son introduced me as a very young man 
to Judith, and also to her work, and to 
some of her closest collaborators-Steve 
Ben Israel, Ira Cohen, Tuli Kupferberg, 
Hanon Reznikov-but it wasn't until 1996 
when I met Judith in a whole 'nother 
context, thanks to Penny Arcade-who 
Judith considered for 20 years the max¬ 
imum heiress to her cultural legacy, and 
to whom she passed the torch when she 
knew her time was running out... 

Judith and Hanon-he was 25 years 
her junior, and her husband-hosted a 
New Year's Eve party in their Manhattan 
apartment every year. That's my birthday 
and I've always hated every party on that 
date except the ones I attended in their 
home, which were filled with people with 
something worth talking about. She also 
attended multiple times the parties that I 
co hosted in a Rivington Street storefront 
where I lived during my last months in 
the United States, in 1997 1998. It's not 
easy today to explain the greatness of 
Judith, or her impact on human history, 
but let me try a little bit... 

Around 1963, when Judith and her 
first husband Julian Beck were exiled 
to Italy when the IRS went after them 
because J. Edgar Hoover had years prior 
called them communists (the distinction 
between us anarchists and the commu¬ 
nists has never been easy to explain to 
the great majority of people who always 
look above, rather than below), Rich¬ 
ard Goodwin was working in the White 
House as John F. Kennedy's speech 
writer. He called Judith back to America 
one day and offered to solve this problem 
with the IRS, and Judith explained to him 
that she wasn't going to make any deals, 
and Goodwin (whose bride is the writer 






rights activist, peace worker and anti death 
penalty crusader. 

Judith was born in 1926 in Kiel, 
Germany to Orthodox Jewish parents, a 
Rebbe's daughter. They migrated to New 
York from Berlin in 1929, when she was two 
years old. As her father set about publish¬ 
ing his German-language Jewish newspa¬ 
per and growing his congregation, Judith 
was raised in the Broadway Central Hotel 
that once stood on Broadway, between 
Bleecker Street and Waverly Place, a down¬ 
town Eloise. 

As young as seven, young Judith was 
memorizing stirring poems that she would 
publicly perform as her father set out to 
warn the public about the growing pow¬ 
er of the Nazis and the threat to Jews in 
Germany. 

Her mother, a former actress and as¬ 
piring director, had forged a deal when she 
married the Rebbe: if they had a daugh¬ 
ter, she would be allowed to become an 
actress. Her mother was a great admirer 
of German Jewish director Erwin Piscator, 
famed for his direction of Bertold Brecht's 
work with The Berliner Ensemble and the 
most powerful force in German theater. 

As soon as Judith came of age, she 
joined the drama program Erwin Piscator 
had founded at New York's New School 
of Social Research. Judith's classmates 
included Marlon Brando, Bea Arthur, Harry 
Belafonte, Tony Curtis, Ben Gazzara, Rod 
Steiger, Elaine Stritch, Eli Wallach and 
Tennessee Williams. Piscator said "Theater 
interests me only when it is a matter of 
interest to society. I can only work against 
bourgeois society. I can never work with it 
or through it." Judith became the first wom¬ 
an to break Piscator's bias against women 
directors. When asked how she managed 
this, she replied "I am not proud of this, 

I cried. Like most men, Piscator couldn't 
stand the sight of a woman crying, so he 
gave in and let me take the directing class." 

In 1943, at 17, Judith met abstract 
painter Julian Beck, a student at Yale Uni¬ 
versity. Beck, inspired by Malina's passion 
for political theater, left Yale and painting, 
and together, in 1947, they created The 
Living Theater, which they founded on 
the ideas of Antonin Artaud's "Theatre of 
Cruelty", espoused in Artaud's essays "The 
Theater and Its Double". They were among 
the first U.S. theater companies to produce 
the works of Bertol Brecht, Gertrude Stein, 
E.E. Cummings, and Jean Cocteau, who 
would lend the graphic that would become 




both national 
and interna¬ 
tional attention 
and signaled 
the Zeitgeist of 
politically-en¬ 
gaged theater. 

While Beck 
and Malina 
were married, 
they were 
non-monog- 
amous, Beck 
was bisexual, 
as was Mali¬ 
na, and they 
shared lovers 
as well as had 
long relation¬ 
ships outside 
of their mar¬ 
riage. They had 
two children, 

Garrick and 
Isha. Isha was 
the off-spring of Malina's long term rela¬ 
tionship outside the Beck marriage, but 
Isha would be raised as Beck's child within 
the LT Collective. 

In 1963, due to charges brought by the 
Internal Revenue Service [IRS], The Living 
Theater decided to leave the U.S. They 
spent five years touring in Europe, creating 
increasingly radical works, which culminat¬ 
ed in "Paradise Now". They returned to New 
York in 1968 to present "Paradise Now" at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 

In 1971, part of The Living Theater 
company, with Malina and Beck, toured 
Brazil, where they were imprisoned on 
political charges for two months by the 
military government there. After their 
release, they produced more politically and 
formally radical work, carrying messages 
that were both Anarchist and Pacifist, with 
the company creating plays and often 
living together communally. 

Judith would fund The Living The¬ 
ater by occasionally appearing in films, 
beginning in 1975 as Al Pacino's mother 
in "Dog Day Afternoon". Her other films 
included: "Looking For Richard", "Awaken¬ 
ings", "Household Saints", "Enemies: A Love 
Story", and "The Addams Family", in which 
she played Grandma. She also appeared in 
an episode of "The Sopranos" as a nun, the 
secret mother of Paulie "Walnuts" Gualtieri. 
Judith also collaborated with many artists, 
notably experimental film maker Jack 


Smith. She is featured in his landmark film 
"Flaming Creatures". 

In 1988, after Beck's death from cancer, 
Judith married company member Hanon 
Reznikov and The Living Theater moved 
into temporary quarters on East Third 
Street. In 2006, the company moved into a 
basement space on Clinton Street, where 
a fully-functioning theater was created and 
built by Judith and Hanon, using money 
Judith had gotten by selling her apartment 
on the upper west side. 

In 2007, Reznikov died of heart failure. 
By 2014, Judith and The Living Theater 
were evicted from the Clinton Street build¬ 
ing, which included her communal apart¬ 
ment upstairs and the theater downstairs. 
Her altruistic act of creating a beautiful 
theater went unrewarded by NYC funders. 

Judith is remembered for her diaries 
written daily, her poetry, her commitment 
to non-violence and her love of what she 
called "The beautiful, peaceful, nonviolent 
anarchist revolution." A new book by Judith 
Malina, "Full Moon Stages", just published 
by Three Rooms Press, is an intimate mem¬ 
oir in a unique format, with a collection of 
personal notes written on every full moon 
for 50 years, from 1964 to 2014. 

Judith is the subject of "Love and 
Politics", a 2012 documentary about the 
eviction of The Living Theater and her 
own mortality. Oddly, the documentary 
was made by relatives of the landlord who 
evicted Judith. 

Judith was an extraordi¬ 
nary individual, but far from 
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Judith considered for 20 years the max¬ 
imum heiress to her cultural legacy, and 
to whom she passed the torch when she 
knew her time was running out... 

Judith and Hanon-he was 25 years 
her junior, and her husband-hosted a 
New Year's Eve party in their Manhattan 
apartment every year. That's my birthday 
and I've always hated every party on that 
date except the ones I attended in their 
home, which were filled with people with 
something worth talking about. She also 
attended multiple times the parties that I 
co hosted in a Rivington Street storefront 
where I lived during my last months in 
the United States, in 1997 1998. It's not 
easy today to explain the greatness of 
Judith, or her impact on human history, 
but let me try a little bit... 

Around 1963, when Judith and her 
first husband Julian Beck were exiled 
to Italy when the IRS went after them 
because J. Edgar Hoover had years prior 
called them communists (the distinction 
between us anarchists and the commu¬ 
nists has never been easy to explain to 
the great majority of people who always 
look above, rather than below), Rich¬ 
ard Goodwin was working in the White 
House as John F. Kennedy's speech 
writer. He called Judith back to America 
one day and offered to solve this problem 
with the IRS, and Judith explained to him 
that she wasn't going to make any deals, 
and Goodwin (whose bride is the writer 
Doris Kearns Goodwin) and his boss. Jack 
Kennedy, ordered amnesty for her and 
The Living Theater anyway. 

In 1968, Judith found herself that 
May in Paris, when a revolution broke out, 
inspired by the writings of Guy Debord 
and Raoul Vaneigem and the work of the 
Situationist International. In the middle of 
a theater performance, the Living Theater 
troupe was informed that the people of 
Paris and other parts of France had sud¬ 
denly taken back the streets. And right 
there on the spot they organized a march 
to the maximum theater in France-The 
Odeon-and occupied it for days on end 
and held assemblies and, most important¬ 
ly, made great theater from the stage. The 
director of the Odeon then came out on 
stage and said (I'll paraphrase), "I have 
seen many great acts of theater on this 
stage, but none greater than I have seen 
this week." He was fired when The State 
re-established control. 

Judith eventually sold that Manhat¬ 
tan apartment to pay rent on a new Living 
Theater space on the Lower East Side of 
New York. A few years later-thank you, 
gentrification-she couldn't afford the 
rent and lost the space and no longer 
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joined the drama program Erwin Piscator 
had founded at New York's New School 
of Social Research. Judith's classmates 
included Marlon Brando, Bea Arthur, Harry 
Belafonte, Tony Curtis, Ben Gazzara, Rod 
Steiger, Elaine Stritch, Eli Wallach and 
Tennessee Williams. Piscator said "Theater 
interests me only when it is a matter of 
interest to society. I can only work against 
bourgeois society. I can never work with it 
or through it." Judith became the first wom¬ 
an to break Piscator's bias against women 
directors. When asked how she managed 
this, she replied "I am not proud of this, 

I cried. Like most men, Piscator couldn't 
stand the sight of a woman crying, so he 
gave in and let me take the directing class." 

In 1943, at 17, Judith met abstract 
painter Julian Beck, a student at Yale Uni¬ 
versity. Beck, inspired by Malina's passion 
for political theater, left Yale and painting, 
and together, in 1947, they created The 
Living Theater, which they founded on 
the ideas of Antonin Artaud's "Theatre of 
Cruelty", espoused in Artaud's essays "The 
Theater and Its Double". They were among 
the first U.S. theater companies to produce 
the works of Bertol Brecht, Gertrude Stein, 
E.E. Cummings, and Jean Cocteau, who 
would lend the graphic that would become 


In 1963, due to charges brought by the 
Internal Revenue Service [IRS], The Living 
Theater decided to leave t,he U.S. They 
spent five years touring in Europe, creating 
increasingly radical works, which culminat¬ 
ed in "Paradise Now". They returned to New 
York in 1968 to present "Paradise Now" at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 

In 1971, part of The Living Theater 
company, with Malina and Beck, toured 
Brazil, where they were imprisoned on 
political charges for two months by the 
military government there. After their 
release, they produced more politically and 
formally radical work, carrying messages 
that were both Anarchist and Pacifist, with 
the company creating plays and often 
living together communally. 

Judith would fund The Living The¬ 
ater by occasionally appearing in films, 
beginning in 1975 as Al Pacino's mother 
in "Dog Day Afternoon". Her other films 
included: "Looking For Richard", "Awaken¬ 
ings", "Household Saints", "Enemies: A Love 
Story", and "The Addams Family", in which 
she played Grandma. She also appeared in 
an episode of "The Sopranos" as a nun, the 
secret mother of Paulie "Walnuts" Gualtieri. 
Judith also collaborated with many artists, 
notably experimental film maker Jack 


into temporary quarters on East Third 
Street. In 2006, the company moved into a 
basement space on Clinton Street, where 
a fully-functioning theater was created and 
built by Judith and Hanon, using money 
Judith had gotten by selling her apartment 
on the upper west side. 

In 2007, Reznikov died of heart failure. 
By 2014, Judith and The Living Theater 
were evicted from the Clinton Street build¬ 
ing, which included her communal apart¬ 
ment upstairs and the theater downstairs. 
Her altruistic act of creating a beautiful 
theater went unrewarded by NYC funders. 

Judith is remembered for her diaries 
written daily, her poetry, her commitment 
to non-violence and her love of what she 
called "The beautiful, peaceful, nonviolent 
anarchist revolution." A new book by Judith 
Malina, "Full Moon Stages", just published 
by Three Rooms Press, is an intimate mem¬ 
oir in a unique format, with a collection of 
personal notes written on every full moon 
for 50 years, from 1964 to 2014. 

Judith is the subject of "Love and 
Politics", a 2012 documentary about the 
eviction of The Living Theater and her 
own mortality. Oddly, the documentary 
was made by relatives of the landlord who 
evicted Judith. 



Judith was an extraordi¬ 
nary individual, but far from 
a human without flaws. This 
perhaps is what made her 
so incredibly interesting: her 
very humanness. Judith's 
nature, personality, intellect 
was like a continent. With the 
width and breath of a con¬ 
tinent, she extended to the 
public through the laboratory 
of her own life an appetitite 
for freedom, for personal 
expansion and, above all, for 
poetry. 

Judith lives! 

- Penny Arcade, Adelaide, 
Australia 

[Penny Arcade is an inter¬ 
nationally respected writer, 
poet, spoken word and 
theater maker, (www.penn- 
yarcade.tv) 
(@PennyArcadeNYC)] 


THE LIVING THEATER, PARIS, 1978 


writer. He called Judith back to America 
one day and offered to solve this problem 
with the IRS, and Judith explained to him 
that she wasn't going to make any deals, 
and Goodwin (whose bride is the writer 
Doris Kearns Goodwin) and his boss. Jack 
Kennedy, ordered amnesty for her and 
The Living Theater anyway. 

In 1968, Judith found herself that 
May in Paris, when a revolution broke out, 
inspired by the writings of Guy Debord 
and Raoul Vaneigem and the work of the 
Situationist International. In the middle of 
a theater performance, the Living Theater 
troupe was informed that the people of 
Paris and other parts of France had sud¬ 
denly taken back the streets. And right 
there on the spot they organized a march 
to the maximum theater in France-The 
Odeon-and occupied it for days on end 
and held assemblies and, most important¬ 
ly, made great theater from the stage. The 
director of the Odeon then came out on 
stage and said (I'll paraphrase), "I have 
seen many great acts of theater on this 
stage, but none greater than I have seen 
this week." He was fired when The State 
re-established control. 

Judith eventually sold that Manhat¬ 
tan apartment to pay rent on a new Living 
Theater space on the Lower East Side of 
New York. A few years later-thank you, 
gentrification-she couldn't afford the 
rent and lost the space and no longer 
had a home in the city. She died in an 
old people's home in New Jersey, ripped 
from the city which she in such a grand 
part created. Penny and others stood by 
her bedside 'til the end. 

My heart goes out screaming to 
each of you who also had the privilege 
to know her and her motley band. And if 
you had the luck to know Ira, and Stevie 
Ben, and Tuli and the rest, I send you a 
big hug. They were giants among insects. 
And there's probably no Dick Goodwin to 
bring those of us who scattered outward 
back in this day and age: things have 
gotten so much more impersonal since 
those times. 

May we all live 88 years, but even if 
we live only half of that, may we have the 
impact that Judith had before and after 
she was 44. Goodnight and god bless, old 
friend. Ciao, Judith. 

- Al Giordano, 

[Al Giordano publishes Narco News 
(www.narconews.com) and founded the 
School for Authentic Journalism 
narconews@gmail.com] 
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DAN SCHECHTER: 1942-2015 


By the time we met, in the end part of 
'The Sixties" that was actually the mid 
Seventies, Danny Schechter was already a 
local legend as "The News Dissector" on 
WBCN, then one of the most powerful and 
influential radio stations in New England. 
Like literally hundreds of thousands of 
other Baby Boomers, I had come to Massa¬ 
chusetts to attend university - as well as to 
join the growing youth "counter culture" 
in such far flung outposts as Boston/Cam¬ 
bridge and San Francisco/Berkeley. 

"Underground" FM stations like 'BCN 
and its West Coast counterpart KSAN pro¬ 
vided the soundtracks to our lives - along 
with news and views we couldn't find 
elsewhere, all delivered in a new way to a 
new audience desperate for alternatives 
to the established, straight media. Danny's 
distinctive on air style of delivering news 
- a unique blend of popular music, actu¬ 
alities, reports and commentary whipped 
into a seamless whole - made for a tasty 
spoonful of sugar that helped the often 
bleak news go down in an entertaining, 
informative and yes, most delightful way. 

It was serious stuff about weighty matters 
of war and peace, racism and nukes, which 
directly affected our lives. It was also great 
fun. 

I graduated in 1972 and immediately 
set out to become a card carrying mem¬ 
ber of the "alternative press." In addition 
to WBCN, the area also boasted two 
excellent weekly newspapers, the Boston 
based, arts oriented Phoenix and its more 
progressive and political Cambridge 
competition, the Real Paper. I began free¬ 
lancing for both while driving a taxi to pay 
most of the rent. After two and half long 
years, the Real Paper finally hired me as a 
reporter and news editor, and I grateful¬ 
ly left one hack business behind to join 
another. 

My first memories of time spent with 
Danny involve various reporting expe¬ 
ditions. Often he and I were among the 
only journalists in attendance, along with 
Sidney Blumenthal, (with whom I had 
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Armed with press passes, we managed 
to make it all the way to the front door of 
the room where Kissinger was speaking. 
But given the tenor of the times, security 
was extremely tight, and along with other 
members of the Fourth Estate, we were 
unable to enter or even hear any of his 


remarks. Discouraged, we left the press 
gaggle waiting at the front and migrated 
instead to the back door, where a group 
of very tan Secret Service agents were 
clustered, just back from guarding Kissing- 
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other important reporting needs, we were 
also blessed with great freedom to choose 
what to cover and how to cover it. 

Our friends and colleagues in the 
straight press - what would years later 
come to be known as the "mainstream" 
or "corporate" media - were not so lucky, 


and Danny was instrumental in reaching 
out and trying to form bridges among the 
media workers in both camps. One early 
effort was dubbed the "Shanghai Press 
Club." Every week we would convene with 
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March 19,2015] Today, we lost a 
journalist's journalist, the moral 
commander of investigative report¬ 
ers from New York to Johannesburg. 

Known for bringing the world 
the story of Nelson Mandela, Dan¬ 
ny gave up cushy jobs at ABC and 
CNN, the big bucle and a steady 
flow of mainstream awards to blow 
the whistle on the degradation of 
American news. Danny exposed 
what he called the "news goo" of 
talking hair dos-denouncing them 
as repeaters, not reporters. One of 
his searing books told it all in the 
title: "The More You Watch, the Less 
You Know." 

It was Danny Schechter who, 
two decades ago, hectored and 
harassed me until I gave up a darn 
good job as an investigator, pushing 
me to become an investigative re¬ 
porter. (He did demand I wear a wig 
so I could get on the US boob tube. 
No way. Instead I went into journal¬ 
istic exile at BBC London.) 

And it was Danny Schechter 
who first brought my investigations 
back to our benighted America in 
his film, "Counting on Democracy." 

Once, in Bosnia, when I ran into 
some reporters from Kazakhstan, 
and I told them I was from New 
York, they asked me, "Do you know 
Danny Schechter?" When I said yes, 
they were dazzled. But in America, 
Danny was, sadly, a prophet outcast 
in his own land. The hair sprayed 
pseudo news puppets, with their 
phony tales of derring do, exiled 
Danny's clarion reports to the con¬ 
fined pool of dissenting web sites 
and DVDs. 

It had been my plan to surprise 
Danny by dedicating bur current 
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to the established, straight media. Danny s 
distinctive on air style of delivering news 

- a unique blend of popular music, actu¬ 
alities, reports and commentary whipped 
into a seamless whole - made for a tasty 
spoonful of sugar that helped the often 
bleak news go down in an entertaining, 
informative and yes, most delightful way. 

It was serious stuff about weighty matters 
of war and peace, racism and nukes, which 
directly affected our lives. It was also great 
fun. 

I graduated in 1972 and immediately 
set out to become a card carrying mem¬ 
ber of the "alternative press." In addition 
to WBCN, the area also boasted two 
excellent weekly newspapers, the Boston 
based, arts oriented Phoenix and its more 
progressive and political Cambridge 
competition, the Real Paper. I began free¬ 
lancing for both while driving a taxi to pay 
most of the rent. After two and half long 
years, the Real Paper finally hired me as a 
reporter and news editor, and I grateful¬ 
ly left one hack business behind to join 
another. 

My first memories of time spent with 
Danny involve various reporting expe¬ 
ditions. Often he and I were among the 
only journalists in attendance, along with 
Sidney Blumenthal, (with whom I had 
shared a Phoenix freelance desk and who 
became, decades later, a senior adviser to 
President Clinton.) The first Danny sighting 

- at a 1976 appearance at a local univer¬ 
sity by ex CIA head William Colby - is still 
etched in mind. After finishing his speech, 
Colby called for questions. Danny's hand 
immediately shot up. Apparently mistaking 
the scruffy Schechter for a student, Colby 
called on him first. 

Danny's "question" to Colby con¬ 
cerned the Chilean folksinger Victor Jara, 
who had been arrested, tortured and shot 
dead shortly after a CIA backed coup on 
September 11,1973. Instead of asking 
anything, however, Danny turned, faced 
the audience, and delivered his own 
lecture speech - a harangue, really - about 
Jara's life and death. He concluded by 
turning back to Colby and bluntly accus¬ 
ing the now apoplectic super spook of 
complicity in the affair. Somehow he also 
managed to squeeze in time to persuade 
a photographer to snap a still of him and 
Blumenthal with Colby in the background, 
and signed it, "To Sid, as always, Bill 
Colby." As Blumenthal notes, "Danny may 
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remarks. Discouraged, we left the press 
gaggle waiting at the front and migrated 
instead to the back door, where a group 
of very tan Secret Service agents were 
clustered, just back from guarding Kissing¬ 
er during a diplomatic visit to Jamaica. 

As huge fans of Bob Marley and all things 
reggae related, Danny and I had been to 
the island several times, and we began to 
chat with the agents about their stay. 

Suddenly Kissinger - anxious as ever 
to avoid the press gathered at the front - 
popped out the back door just three feet 
from us. I was speechless, an affliction to 
which Danny was always immune. He in¬ 
stantly spread his arms wide and bellowed 
in a welcoming voice, "Doctor Kissinger!" 
To my amazement, Kissinger then bear 
hugged Danny, whom he apparently had 
mistaken for an ardent fan. 

While still holding Dr. K in his arms, 
Danny asked, "Sir, tell me - do you have 
any regrets?" 

Puzzled, Kissinger responded quizzi¬ 
cally, "Regrets? For vat?" 

"Chile?" Danny responded. Kissing¬ 
er, finally realizing what was happening, 
looked over Danny's shoulder for a way 
out - directly at me. "Vietnam?" I asked 
with a smile. 

Kissinger quickly withdrew from Dan¬ 
ny's embrace. "Regrets? From someone as 
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and Danny was instrumental in reaching 
out and trying to form bridges among the 
media workers in both camps. One early 
effort was dubbed the "Shanghai Press 
Club." Every week we would convene with 
other working journalists at a cavernous 
Chinese restaurant near Harvard Square 
to discuss issues and concerns in both the 
alternative and mainstream press and to 
support one another as fellow workers in 
the media minefield. 

Meanwhile the counter culture was 
beginning to rise from the underground, 
driven as much by music, film and other 
popular art forms as by politics. Pop music 
in particular was at the core of what mat¬ 
tered to the audiences of both WBCN and 
the Real Paper, and Danny and I special¬ 
ized in trying to merge coverage of the 
two different but complementary impulses 
into a seamless whole. Soon we began 
co-writing a column called "News You Can 
Use" for Rock Around the World, a monthly 
publication about the music's growing 
global stature. As Bob Marley became the 
first Third World superstar, we began to 
glimpse the beginnings of a new, more 
international world, as first music, then film 
and soon other cultural products became 
increasingly globalized. We wondered if 
television, a medium in which Danny and 
I had both just begun to work, might soon 
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It was Danny Schechter who, 
two decades ago, hectored and 
harassed me until I gave up a darn 
good job as an investigator, pushing 
me to become an investigative re¬ 
porter. (He did demand I wear a wig 
so I could get on the US boob tube. 
No way. Instead I went into journal¬ 
istic exile at BBC London.) 

And it was Danny Schechter 
who first brought my investigations 
back to our benighted America in 
his film, "Counting on Democracy." 

Once, in Bosnia, when I ran into 
some reporters from Kazakhstan, 
and I told them I was from New 
York, they asked me, "Do you know 
Danny Schechter?" When I said yes, 
they were dazzled. But in America, 
Danny was, sadly, a prophet outcast 
in his own land. The hair sprayed 
pseudo news puppets, with their 
phony tales of derring do, exiled 
Danny's clarion reports to the con¬ 
fined pool of dissenting web sites 
and DVDs. 

It had been my plan to surprise 
Danny by dedicating our current 
film to him. I will do that still, and, 
as well, dedicate myself to the 
Sisyphean task he demanded of me 
and the many others he mentored: 
to tell the stories of the brutalized, 
cheated, hurt and silenced; to be a 
voice for the voiceless. 

Alev ha shalom, Danny 
Schechter, rest, finally, in peace. 

--Greg Palast 

[Investigative journalist Greg 
Palast's reports can be seen at 
www.gregpalast.com] 


[Visit http://www.coldtype.net/As- 
sets.15/pdfs/DanTribute48page.pdf 
for a link to coldtype.net, featuring a 
48 page special tribute to friend and 
collaborator Danny Schechter, the 
News Dissector, packed with stories 
from his friends, columns, book ex¬ 
cerpts and photographs. Plus links to 
free downloads of seven of Schech- 
ter's most popular books] 








uanny involve various reporting expe¬ 
ditions. Often he and I were among the 
only journalists in attendance, along with 
Sidney Blumenthal, (with whom I had 
shared a Phoenix freelance desk and who 
became, decades later, a senior adviser to 
President Clinton.) The first Danny sighting 

- at a 1976 appearance at a local univer¬ 
sity by ex CIA head William Colby - is still 
etched in mind. After finishing his speech, 
Colby called for questions. Danny's hand 
immediately shot up. Apparently mistaking 
the scruffy Schechter for a student, Colby 
called on him first. 

Danny's "question" to Colby con¬ 
cerned the Chilean folksinger Victor Jara, 
who had been arrested, tortured and shot 
dead shortly after a CIA backed coup on 
September 11,1973. Instead of asking 
anything, however, Danny turned, faced 
the audience, and delivered his own 
lecture speech - a harangue, really - about 
Jara's life and death. He concluded by 
turning back to Colby and bluntly accus¬ 
ing the now apoplectic super spook of 
complicity in the affair. Somehow he also 
managed to squeeze in time to persuade 
a photographer to snap a still of him and 
Blumenthal with Colby in the background, 
and signed it, "To Sid, as always, Bill 
Colby." As Blumenthal notes, "Danny may 
have been descended from a lineage of 
Harpo Marx and Karl Marx." 

I remember reacting with a mixture 
of amusement and trepidation at Danny's 
boldness. Still a rookie reporter, I frankly 
hadn't realized that you could stand up in 
public and say or do those kind of things 

- at least not without being thrown out or 
perhaps arrested! It was a bracing early 
lesson in "speaking truth to power," as the 
hoary expression goes. 

Another early joint encounter with an 
unindicted war criminal provided a further 
education in "participatory journalism," as 
Schechter dubbed it. 

Henry Kissinger, already the recipient 
of the 1973 Nobel Peace Prize, was chosen 
to receive yet another "peace medal" 
from something called the World Affairs 
Council. Naturally we found the notion of 
his being further lauded for his efforts in 
fostering "peace" to be outrageous and 
alarming, and we resolved to attend the 
event in hopes of confronting Dr. K. 


gaggie waiting at tne rront ana migratea 
instead to the back door, where a group 
of very tan Secret Service agents were 
clustered, just back from guarding Kissing¬ 
er during a diplomatic visit to Jamaica. 

As huge fans of Bob Marley and all things 
reggae related, Danny and I had been to 
the island several times, and we began to 
chat with the agents about their stay. 

Suddenly Kissinger - anxious as ever 
to avoid the press gathered at the front - 
popped out the back door just three feet 
from us. I was speechless, an affliction to 
which Danny was always immune. He in¬ 
stantly spread his arms wide and bellowed 
in a welcoming voice, "Doctor Kissinger!" 
To my amazement, Kissinger then bear 
hugged Danny, whom he apparently had 
mistaken for an ardent fan. 

While still holding Dr. K in his arms, 
Danny asked, "Sir, tell me - do you have 
any regrets?" 

Puzzled, Kissinger responded quizzi¬ 
cally, "Regrets? For vat?" 

"Chile?" Danny responded. Kissing¬ 
er, finally realizing what was happening, 
looked over Danny's shoulder for a way 
out - directly at me. "Vietnam?" I asked 
with a smile. 

Kissinger quickly withdrew from Dan¬ 
ny's embrace. "Regrets? From someone as 
culpable as I?" he responded with his own 
surly smile, hugged Danny again and then 
whispered in his ear, "You're such a sveet 
boy!" before the Secret Service whisked 
him away. 

Coda: unbeknownst to anyone but 
me, Danny was carrying a tape recorder in 
his pocket and had turned it on and miked 
himself before we saw Kissinger. The 
whole interchange had been recorded. 

We immediately called WBCN and inter¬ 
rupted DJ Charles Laquidara's morning 
show with an "exclusive interview" with 
Henry Kissinger... 

Like many of our crowd, Danny initially 
"got into the media" because he wanted to 
do something about the problems of the 
world. "It was only later," he would joke, 
"That I learned the media was ope of the 
problems of the world!" He was always 
supportive of other journalists and eager 
to act in solidarity'with them. Although 
we in the alternative press were often 
hamstrung by lack of access, funding and 


out ana trying to Torm Driages among tne 
media workers in both camps. One early 
effort was dubbed the "Shanghai Press 
Club." Every week we would convene with 
other working journalists at a cavernous 
Chinese restaurant near Harvard Square 
to discuss issues and concerns in both the 
alternative and mainstream press and to 
support one another as fellow workers in 
the media minefield. 

Meanwhile the counter culture was 
beginning to rise from the underground, 
driven as much by music, film and other 
popular art forms as by politics. Pop music 
in particular was at the core of what mat¬ 
tered to the audiences of both WBCN and 
the Real Paper, and Danny and I special¬ 
ized in trying to merge coverage of the 
two different but complementary impulses 
into a seamless whole. Soon we began 
co-writing a column called "News You Can 
Use" for Rock Around the World, a monthly 
publication about the music's growing 
global stature. As Bob Marley became the 
first Third World superstar, we began to 
glimpse the beginnings of a new, more 
international world, as first music, then film 
and soon other cultural products became 
increasingly globalized. We wondered if 
television, a medium in which Danny and 
I had both just begun to work, might soon 
follow. Maybe, we dreamed, it would soon 
be time for the world's first global televi¬ 
sion program. 

Our earliest broadcast efforts came 
as producers and on air reporters for a 
nightly news program on WGBH TV, one 
of public television's flagship stations. One 
of the first segments Danny produced 
there involved a gruesome gangland style 
execution of five at a pub in downtown 
Boston. As a result of his reporting about 
the massacre, and despite his inexperi¬ 
ence, a local attorney hired Danny to run 
a TV chat show - the Joe Oteri Show and 
an entirely new career was launched. 

No longer a radio newscaster but now 
a television show runner, Danny was later 
recruited by WCVB TV, the ABC affiliate in 
Boston, to create a raucous, freeform, low 
budget, multi hour live late night program 
called Five All Night Live All Night, begin¬ 
ning in March 1980. Despite its less 

Continued On Page 18 
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and DVDs. 

It had been my plan to surprise 
Danny by dedicating our current 
film to him. I will do that still, and, 
as well, dedicate myself to the 
Sisyphean task he demanded of me 
and the many others he mentored: 
to tell the stories of the brutalized, 
cheated, hurt and silenced; to be a 
voice for the voiceless. 

Alev ha shalom, Danny 
Schechter, rest, finally, in peace. 

--Greg Palast 

[Investigative journalist Greg 
Palast's reports can be seen at 
www.gregpalast.com] 


[Visit http://www.coldtype.net/As- 
sets.15/pdfs/DanTribute48page.pdf 
for a link to coldtype.net, featuring a 
48 page special tribute to friend and 
collaborator Danny Schechter, the 
News Dissector, packed with stories 
from his friends, columns, book ex¬ 
cerpts and photographs. Plus links to 
free downloads of seven of Schech- 
ter's most popular books] 
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SHADOW INTERVIEW 


STANLEY COHEN: UN-CAGED 
AND STILL UN-DAUNTED!! 



[For more than 30 years, movement 
attorney Stanley L. Cohen has represent¬ 
ed and defended people fighting for 
their rights and for their communities. 
This has included political activists. The 
SHADOW, squatters and homeless on 
Manhattan's Lower East Side, as well 
as the Warrior Society in the Mohawk 
Nation, Anonymous and Occupy Wall 
Street, extending to Hamas [the Islam¬ 
ic Resistance Movement], Osama Bin 
Laden's son in law and others accused 
of terrorism. 

As reported in detail in SHADOWS 
#56 + 57, after failing for more than a 
decade to stop him from performing 
his craft, including investigations by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 


conviction for "impeding the IRS" is an 
extremely rare prosecution that is essen¬ 
tially used by the government when all 
else fails in tax investigations. In sum, it 
says I fucked with the IRS, but they can't 
figure out how. In almost all tax prose¬ 
cutions, as part of a sentence, the court 
imposes a dollar amount to reflect the 
projected loss in tax revenues by the gov¬ 
ernment. In my case, no such sentence was 
imposed. 

SHADOW: What sorts of things did you 
observe in prison? Did they strengthen 
your political convictions? 

Stanley: Absolutely. The futility really hits 
home when you're there. 60% of everyone 
in a federal prison in the United States is 
either in a low facility or in a camp, which 


that you hear aren't true. The white collar 
guys are notorious liars. They're hustlers, 
scammers and thieves, though some of 
them are good guys who took a fall for 
somebody else. 

I had clients in that prison. I walked in 
and a guy from Arthur Avenue brought me 
a sweat suit and said "about fucking time, I 
been waiting 20 years to see you here." 

I helped two or three guys prepare 
pro se sentence reduction motions as 
the Federal statutes changed for drug 
offenses. One guy got 36 months off his 
sentence; another guy got 26 months off 
his sentence. I helped another guy get 
$14,000 back on a case that he should not 
have been hit with. 

SHADOW: So you were a "jailhouse 
lawyer"? 

Stanley: There's a group of typical white 
guys in there who are fake lawyers. There 
was this corporate pension fund guy from 
Connecticut who had never tried a case 
or argued an appeal in his life but held 
himself out to be an expert. He had two or 
three idiots who worked for him-a pilot in 
jail because of a pot case and a right wing 
tax liberation guy, a real idiot, and they 
walked around talking shit and acting like 
they were experts, but they didn't know 
anything. 

I saw them mangle cases and give 
bad advice. I heard inmates desperate to 
keep their families together tell their loved 
ones on the phone "my lawyers tell me I'm 
going to be out in 10 days, sell the house," 
all on the basis of these idiot fake lawyers. 

They were typically upper class 55 
year old white guys. They claimed that 
they didn't get paid, but over the years, 
people put money in their commissary and 
sent money to their families. When they 
want to get papers in or out, they have to 
smuggle them through families. There's 
also no [attorney client] privilege, and 
inmates tell these fake lawyers all kinds 
of things that they shouldn't tell anybody. 
The fake lawyers can get subpoenaed and 
become witnesses. 

There was one inmate who wanted 
to reopen his case because a witness 
had recanted, which is a weak argument 
in court and doesn't usually get the 

rpnnpnpH Hp rnn<;iiltprl fpikpi 


SHADOW: Did you have any guards lis¬ 
tening in on your classes? 

Stanley: Only once. I was called in by the 
head of the education department, a cop 
who was upset because there was a com¬ 
plaint that I was teaching "un american" 
things. And I said, "yeah, so tell me what's 
'un american'", and he said, "you know," 
and I said, "no, I don't know." He said, 

"well, there are a lot of inmates and guards 
here who were in the military and who are 
patriots. He said, "well, I have to run this up 
the ladder because it could be a problem." 

I got accused of violating the prison 
rules by one idiot cop because of things 
I posted in the library for people to read. 
One was a political prisoner advocacy 
newsletter that comes out once a month, 
one was an article from New York Mag¬ 
azine on the use of psylocybin for the 
treatment of terminally ill and suicidal 
people, one was a magazine article on 
whether players should be paid for colle¬ 
giate athletics and one was an interview 
with Mumia [abu Jamal]. I had the stuff on 
the desk and this idiot came in grabbed it 
and said "what is this stuff? Contraband." 
He was saying that, even though all of it 
had been cleared by the prison authori¬ 
ties when it came in. When I passed it on 
to other people it became contraband. 
Then they shook down my locker looking 
for other stuff. The cop asked, "this guy 
Mumia, didn't he kill a cop"? And I said 
"don't know, I wasn't there." There were 
two or three books written by Mumia in 
the prison library. 

SHADOW: As far as your ability to practice 
law, you said [in The SHADOW] that you 
might be able to practice law in spite of 
the conviction. 

Stanley: A committee will look at the body 
of my work over the course of my 30 plus 
year career, including my extensive pro 
bono and human rights work, along with 
the nature of the charges 

I can't practice law while I'm in a half¬ 
way house or under home confinement or 
supervised release. As much as for any rea¬ 
son, I can't practice law because there's no 
privilege. The issue of my license doesn't 
mean anything until I'm all done. 

SHADOW? Dirl thov rpx/nkp \/niir lirp»n<;o? 








[For more than 30 years, movement 
attorney Stanley L. Cohen has represent¬ 
ed and defended people fighting for 
their rights and for their communities. 
This has included political activists. The 
SHADOW, squatters and homeless on 
Manhattan's Lower East Side, as well 
as the Warrior Society in the Mohawk 
Nation, Anonymous and Occupy Wall 
Street, extending to Hamas [the Islam¬ 
ic Resistance Movement], Osama Bin 
Laden's son in law and others accused 
of terrorism. 

As reported in detail in SHADOWS 
#56 + 57, after failing for more than a 
decade to stop him from performing 
his craft, including investigations by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
Treasury Department, Department of 
Homeland Security, National Securi¬ 
ty Agency (NSA), Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA), Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) and federal prosecutors in Virgin¬ 
ia, Illinois, the Northern and Southern 
Districts of New York and Department 
of Justice (Main), in 2012, the federal 
government filed indictments against 
Stanley over his alleged failure to keep 
"proper" income tax records. 

At various times, the government 
attempted to prosecute Stanley for 
alleged "Material Support of Terrorism", 
"Failure to File OFAC (Office of Financial 
Assets Control) Forms", "Conspiracy to 
Distribute Marijuana", "Money Laun¬ 
dering", "Structured Transactions" and 
"Impeding the IRS;" 

On April 14, 2014, Stanley reluc¬ 
tantly agreed to plead guilty to "imped¬ 
ing" the IRS. On January 6, 2015, 
Stanley turned himself in to begin an 
18 month jail sentence. After serving 11 
months, Stanley was released to a "half¬ 
way" house for two months, with six 
weeks of home confinement. By April 


conviction for "impeding the IRS" is an 
extremely rare prosecution that is essen¬ 
tially used by the government when all 
else fails in tax investigations. In sum, it 
says I fucked with the IRS, but they can't 
figure out how. In almost all tax prose¬ 
cutions, as part of a sentence, the court 
imposes a dollar amount to reflect the 
projected loss in tax revenues by the gov¬ 
ernment. In my case, no such sentence was 
imposed. 

SHADOW: What sorts of things did you 
observe in prison? Did they strengthen 
your political convictions? 

Stanley: Absolutely. The futility really hits 
home when you're there. 60% of everyone 
in a federal prison in the United States is 
either in a low facility or in a camp, which 
means that 60% of everyone in Federal 
prison has neither been convicted of a 
violent felony offense nor poses a risk to 
the community-yet they're held at $31,000 
per year per inmate, as opposed to being 
on community based supervision, whether 
on probation, supervised release, halfway 
house, or home confinement, for some¬ 
thing like $3,000 per year. Most of these 
prisons exist in rural America, propping up 
the economy of rural America. It's like the 
Dust Bowl of the 21st century. 

Dostoyevsky wrote "House of the 
Dead" about his stay in a Siberian gulag 
for a political offense in the 1880s. Prison 
America today is very much the gulag in 
the 1880s in Siberia. I think every federal 
judge, defense attorney and prosecutor 
should go to a prison camp for a week or 
two under an alias just to see what the fuck 
it's about. Until you're there, no matter how 
well-intentioned and progressive you are, 
it's still just an abstraction. 

SHADOW: Where were you sent? 

Stanley: Canaan, in Pennsylvania, just 
across the border from Sullivan County, in 


Connecticut who had never tried a case 
or argued an appeal in his life but held 
himself out to be an expert. He had two or 
three idiots who worked for him-a pilot in 
jail because of a pot case and a right wing 
tax liberation guy, a real idiot, and they 
walked around talking shit and acting like 
they were experts, but they didn't know 
anything. 

I saw them mangle cases and give 
bad advice. I heard inmates desperate to 
keep their families together tell their loved 
ones on the phone "my lawyers tell me I'm 
going to be out in 10 days, sell the house," 
all on the basis of these idiot fake lawyers. 

They were typically upper class 55 
year old white guys. They claimed that 
they didn't get paid, but over the years, 
people put money in their commissary and 
sent money to their families. When they 
want to get papers in or out, they have to 
smuggle them through families. There's 
also no [attorney client] privilege, and 
inmates tell these fake lawyers all kinds 
of things that they shouldn't tell anybody. 
The fake lawyers can get subpoenaed and 
become witnesses. 

There was one inmate who wanted 
to reopen his case because a witness 
had recanted, which is a weak argument 
in court and doesn't usually get the 
case reopened. He consulted these fake 
lawyers, who made an application for the 
appointment of a court appointed lawyer, 
in which they told the judge the name of 
the witness who had recanted. The judge 
was forced to share that information with 
the prosecution, the witness who recanted 
was arrested, and the inmate's case was 
gone. 

What I did for people was to sit down 
and pick their brains and discuss strategy 
quietly without touching on privileged 
material. 

SHADOW: What did you do to keep your 
mind sharp? 

Stanley: My support team on the out¬ 
side started a blog along with me, called 
Caged but Undaunted. I did a lot of 
writing around contemporary issues and 
actually wrote some poetry. I was helping 
to continue some litigation outside that 
I'd begun in the African Union. I wrote 
a long manuscript about prisons. I was 
involved with a play being written about 
me by a playwright from London who flew 
to Canaan to. interview me. I worked as a 
prison librarian, taught classes, wrote a lot 
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whether players should be paid for colle¬ 
giate athletics and one was an interview 
with Mumia [abu Jamal]. I had the stuff on 
the desk and this idiot came in grabbed it 
and said "what is this stuff? Contraband." 
He was saying that, even though all of it 
had been cleared by the prison authori¬ 
ties when it came in. When I passed it on 
to other people it became contraband. 
Then they shook down my locker looking 
for other stuff. The cop asked, "this guy 
Mumia, didn't he kill a cop"? And I said 
"don't know, I wasn't there." There were 
two or three books written by Mumia in 
the prison library. 

SHADOW: As far as your ability to practice 
law, you said [in The SHADOW] that you 
might be able to practice law in spite of 
the conviction. 

Stanley: A committee will look at the body 
of my work over the course of my 30 plus 
year career, including my extensive pro 
bono and human rights work, along with 
the nature of the charges 

I can't practice law while I'm in a half¬ 
way house or under home confinement or 
supervised release. As much as for any rea¬ 
son, I can't practice law because there's no 
privilege. The issue of my license doesn't 
mean anything until I'm all done. 

SHADOW: Did they revoke your license? 
Stanley: No, I was not disbarred, and 
not even suspended. My status was last 
marked "pending". It will be resolved one 
way or another when I can make it happen. 
SHADOW: When is it all over? 

Stanley: April 21. That is when I'm done 
with the Bureau of Prisons. Then there's 
something called "supervised release" that 
can run for up to a year, but we're going to 
make application for me to be discharged 
early, around July, so I can move to get my 
license back. I also have some job oppor¬ 
tunities that I want to pursue overseas 
and in order to do that I need to leave the 
country. I may do some guest teaching at 
CUNY while I'm here. I've been offered 
teaching positions in both Lebanon and 
Qatar. There's a new human rights foun¬ 
dation that has reached out to me about a 
possible executive director position. 
SHADOW: What do you really want to do? 
Stanley: I'm going to move to the Mid¬ 
dle East. I'm going to spend some of my 
days on teaching, but most of my time on 
human rights work, in particular, full time 
around the Palestinian issue. The problem 
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#56 + 57, after failing for more than a 
decade to stop him from performing 
his craft, including investigations by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
Treasury Department, Department of 
Homeland Security, National Securi¬ 
ty Agency (NSA), Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA), Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) and federal prosecutors in Virgin¬ 
ia, Illinois, the Northern and Southern 
Districts of New York and Department 
of Justice (Main), in 2012, the federal 
government filed indictments against 
Stanley over his alleged failure to keep 
"proper" income tax records. 

At various times, the government 
attempted to prosecute Stanley for 
alleged "Material Support of Terrorism", 
"Failure to File OFAC (Office of Financial 
Assets Control) Forms", "Conspiracy to 
Distribute Marijuana", "Money Laun¬ 
dering", "Structured Transactions" and 
"Impeding the IRS;" 

On April 14, 2014, Stanley reluc¬ 
tantly agreed to plead guilty to "imped¬ 
ing" the IRS. On January 6, 2015, 
Stanley turned himself in to begin an 
18 month jail sentence. After serving 11 
months, Stanley was released to a "half¬ 
way" house for two months, with six 
weeks of home confinement. By April 
21, Stanley's sentence is finished. 

The following interview with Stan¬ 
ley was conducted by SHADOW editors 
Chris Flash and A. Kronstadt in lower 
Manhattan on December 24, 2015.] 
SHADOW: Can you remind our readers of 
what resulted in your having to serve time 
in jail? 

Stanley: The investigation of me ran 
more than a decade and started out as a 
terrorism investigation, when I refused to 
provide various information about political 
clients and supporters to obtain treasury 
department licenses to represent them. 
Members of the Palestinian community 
were constantly asked about me and my 
relationship to Hamas. After about 3 or 4 
years, it went to the DEA [Drug Enforce¬ 
ment Agency] regarding a pot ring that 
went nowhere, and, after that failed, it 
went to the IRS [Internal revenue Service]. 

Contrary to what the "haters" would 
have you believe, I was not charged or 
convicted of income tax evasion. My 


Stanley: Absolutely. The futility really hits 
home when you're there. 60% of everyone 
in a federal prison in the United States is 
either in a low facility or in a camp, which 
means that 60% of everyone in Federal 
prison has neither been convicted of a 
violent felony offense nor poses a risk to 
the community-yet they're held at $31,000 
per year per inmate, as opposed to being 
on community based supervision, whether 
on probation, supervised release, halfway 
house, or home confinement, for some¬ 
thing like $3,000 per year. Most of these 
prisons exist in rural America, propping up 
the economy of rural America. It's like the 
Dust Bowl of the 21st century. 

Dostoyevsky wrote "House of the 
Dead" about his stay in a Siberian gulag 
for a political offense in the 1880s. Prison 
America today is very much the gulag in 
the 1880s in Siberia. I think every federal 
judge, defense attorney and prosecutor 
should go to a prison camp for a week or 
two under an alias just to see what the fuck 
it's about. Until you're there, no matter how 
well-intentioned and progressive you are, 
it's still just an abstraction. 

SHADOW: Where were you sent? 

Stanley: Canaan, in Pennsylvania, just 
across the border from Sullivan County, in 
New York. It's a service camp for the max¬ 
imum security prison at Waymart, one of 
the most dangerous facilities in the federal 
system with 1500 inmates, of whom more 
than a thousand are doing at least 20 years 
and the other 500 are doing life without 
parole. 

We were the work camp assigned to 
it. We cleaned the bathrooms and floors 
for 13 cents an hour so that they don't 
have to pay the guards to do it. There 
were a small group of white collar guys, 
who were in on account of hedge funds, 
pyramid schemes. They were mostly white 
guys. There weren't any African American 
inmates involved in white collar crime 
because that door is not open to them. 

In the work camp, 70% were in for drugs. 
65% were people of color. 

SHADOW: Any interesting experiences? 
Stanley: One of the problems in prison is 
that there is a lot of posturing by everyone. 
Some of them minimize what they do and 
some of them embellish it. Lots of stories 
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to reopen his case because a witness 
had recanted, which is a weak argument 
in court and doesn't usually get the 
case reopened. He consulted these fake 
lawyers, who made an application for the 
appointment of a court appointed lawyer, 
in which they told the judge the name of 
the witness who had recanted. The judge 
was forced to share that information with 
the prosecution, the witness who recanted 
was arrested, and the inmate's case was 
gone. 

What I did for people was to sit down 
and pick their brains and discuss strategy 
quietly without touching on privileged 
material. 

SHADOW: What did you do to keep your 
mind sharp? 

Stanley: My support team on the out¬ 
side started a blog along with me, called 
Caged but Undaunted. I did a lot of 
writing around contemporary issues and 
actually wrote some poetry. I was helping 
to continue some litigation outside that 
I'd begun in the African Union. I wrote 
a long manuscript about prisons. I was 
involved with a play being written about 
me by a playwright from London who flew 
to Canaan to interview me. I worked as a 
prison librarian, taught classes, wrote a lot 
of e mails and read 100 books. 

SHADOW: You said that you taught 
classes? 

Stanley: Typically, a class is mandatory for 
inmates to take, and you get credit for it 
that accelerates your release. Usually, they 
are held in the daytime, when they get 
you out of meaningless work. They could 
be about anything, gardening, resumes. 
Those classes would get six to ten people 
in them. My classes were voluntary, you 
never got credit for them, 

My classes typically had between 
20 and 25 guys, a quarter of the camp. I 
taught classes on political events, current 
events, the law, government. The first week 
was on South Africa and the history of the 
revolution. The second week and third 
week were about Israel and Palestine. The 
fourth and fifth week were on the Middle 
East. The sixth week was international law, 
the law of war. The seventh week was civil 
rights legislation and history. Typically, the 
classes are one hour-my guys used to ask 
for me to teach two hour classes. 
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privilege. The issue of my license doesn't 
mean anything until I'm all done. 

SHADOW: Did they revoke your license? 
Stanley: No, I was not disbarred, and 
not even suspended. My status was last 
marked "pending". It will be resolved one 
way or another when I can make it happen. 
SHADOW: When is it all over? 

Stanley: April 21. That is when I'm done 
with the Bureau of Prisons. Then there's 
something called "supervised release" that 
can run for up to a year, but we're going to 
make application for me to be discharged 
early, around July, so I can move to get my 
license back. I also have some job oppor¬ 
tunities that I want to pursue overseas 
and in order to do that I need to leave the 
country. I may do some guest teaching at 
CUNY while I'm here. I've been offered 
teaching positions in both Lebanon and 
Qatar. There's a new human rights foun¬ 
dation that has reached out to me about a 
possible executive director position. 
SHADOW: What do you really want to do? 
Stanley: I'm going to move to the Mid¬ 
dle East. I'm going to spend some of my 
days on teaching, but most of my time on 
human rights work, in particular, full time 
around the Palestinian issue. The problem 
is that I can't get into Palestine. There are 
two ways into Palestine, through Israel and 
through Egypt, and I'm banned from both 
places. 

SHADOW: Why were you banned from 
Egypt? 

Stanley: Because I've been one of the 
most outspoken human rights activists 
who has challenged the military and 
[Egyptian president Abdel Fatah] al-Sisi 
with regard to the most recent coup. I've 
been an enemy of the Egyptian govern¬ 
ment for years-l've sued Egypt. In fact, 

I've been warned that if I entered Egypt, 

I could be the first reported suicide by 
drowning in the Sinai desert. 

SHADOW: What are your immediate 
plans? 

Stanley: I plan on becoming an expatriate. 
I've got a huge red white and blue bulls 
eye on my back. Now that I've got a felony 
under my belt and I've been in prison, I'm 
incredibly more vulnerable to the machine 

Continued On Page 22 
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FOURTH AMENDMENT CHEAT-SHEET 

by Moira Meltzer-Cohen, Attorney at Law 

Here is a resource that is useful for all of us, 
especially those of us who are targeted by 
any of the alphabet soup of local, state, and 
federal law enforcement agencies. 

The Fourth Amendment to the Consti¬ 
tution protects all people (not just citizens!) 
from unreasonable intrusions into their 
homes, bodies, and stuff. That means that 
law enforcement is allowed to *reasonably* 
intrude into your life. (The more you learn 
about law, the more you may begin to see 
the word "reasonably" as dangerously pow¬ 
erful.) Cold comfort, I know, but, there are 
important ways to invoke your 4th amend¬ 
ment rights. 

The important thing to know is that, to a degree, law enforcement standing on your 
doorstep are like vampires: they have to be invited in. They can be invited in by a warrant 
signed by a magistrate or judge. But without a warrant, they have to be invited in by you. 
They can also be invited in by anyone who is in your home. Unfortunately, when there 
are armed people banging on your door, remembering the ways to avoid inviting them 
is probably the farthest thing from your mind, and a house guest might need an extra 
special reminder. 

So I made a helpful reminder of the things to say and the information to get if law 
enforcement visits you. Hang it on the back of your door for easy reference. Remember, 
even if you ask all the right questions, and don't consent to the police coming in, they 
might come in anyway. 

This convenient sign is intended to help you remember ways to stay safe. Cut and 
paste or right click to download the image. Do not fill in the blanks if you do not already 
have an attorney-client relationship. If you are visited, but don't have an attorney, just get 
as much information as you can from the law enforcement agents, and shop around for 
an attorney afterward. 

Stay safe, friends! 


DO NOT LET COPS/ICE/FEDS 
INTO THIS SPACE. 

Speak to them through the door. Make sure to get their name, 
rank, badge number, field office, and phone number. 

OUR LAWYER IS . 

THEIR PHONE NUMBER IS: 



If they have a warrant, ask them to slide it under the door. 
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TACTICAL MEDIA 


SIX TIPS FOR PROTECTING YOUR 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM PRYING EYES 

By Julia Angwin (ProPublica.org) 


This is the latest in a series (http://www. 
propublica.org/article/privacy tools 
encrypt what you can) we've done about 
how to protect your privacy. It is based 
on a tip sheet that I prepared for a pan¬ 
el discussion about how journalists can 
communicate securely with sources at the 
2015 Investigative Reporters and Editors 
Conference. 

In an age of ubiquitous surveillance, 
there are still some things you can do to 
keep your communications private-and 
not all of them are high tech. 

It's easy to feel hopeless about privacy 
these days. 

In the post Snowden era, we have 
learned that nearly every form of com¬ 
munication, from emails and phone calls 
to text messages, can leave a digital 
trace that can and likely will be analyzed 
by commercial data gatherers and 
governments. 

Here are some ways to keep those 
communications private. While these tips 
were designed for journalists and confi¬ 
dential sources, they're just as useful for 
protecting any private communications, 
such as a conversation between fami¬ 
ly members, or a confidential business 
dealing. 

Some tactics are more difficult than 
others, but the good news is that not all of 
them require technical skills. The key is to 
figure out your communication strategy. 
First, decide if you are trying to hide WHO 
you are talking to (metadata) or WHAT you 
are talking about (content), or BOTH. 

In each case, there are both high tech 
and low tech ways to evade surveillance. 

If you are trying to mask WHO you are 
talking to, consider three tactics that I call 
ACE-which stands for "Add Noise, Cloak, 
or Evade." 


(because your location is a very distinctive 
giveaway). Give one to your correspon¬ 
dent and set up a time in which you will 
each go to a location that is not on your 
usual route in order to make the call. 

• EVADE means avoiding metadata 
collection. 

This usually means meeting in person, 
and turning off your phones (or, even 
better, leaving your phone at home) so 
there is no record of your phones being in 
the same place. The challenge is to avoid 
using digital forms of communication to 
arrange the in person meeting. 

If you are trying to mask WHAT you 
are talking about, I suggest three strat¬ 
egies that I call HEM-which stands for 
"Hide, Encrypt, or Mask." 

• HIDE means hiding the existence of the 
content, by placing it in a secret compart¬ 
ment either physically or digitally. 

Hiding content can be as low tech as 
hiding a USB stick in your pocket (as long 
as you are not going through a border or 
airline inspection). 

Or it can be as high tech as creating 
a hidden volume of encrypted content 
on your computer (a program called 
TrueCrypt offers this feature) that is not 
detectable to a person inspecting your 
computer. 

• ENCRYPT means to make content 
unreadable to outsiders using cryp¬ 
tographic techniques. 

Encryption scrambles your messages 
in ways that are extremely difficult for even 
the most powerful computers to break. 

In the post Snowden era, new encryp¬ 
tion services seem to be sprouting every 
month. To sort out the best services, 
we ranked many of them last year in a 
joint nroiect with the Electronic Frontier 















They cah also be invited in by anyone who is in your home. Unfortunately, when there 
are armed people banging on your door, remembering the ways to avoid inviting them 
is probably the farthest thing from your mind, and a house guest might need an extra 
special reminder. 

So I made a helpful reminder of the things to say and the information to get if law 
enforcement visits you. Hang it on the back of your door for easy reference. Remember, 
even if you ask all the right questions, and don't consent to the police coming in, they 
might come in anyway. 

This convenient sign is intended to help you remember ways to stay safe. Cut and 
paste or right click to download the image. Do not fill in the blanks if you do not already 
have an attorney-client relationship. If you are visited, but don't have an attorney, just get 
as much information as you can from the law enforcement agents, and shop around for 
an attorney afterward. 

Stay safe, friends! 

DO NOT LET COPS/ICE/FEDS 
INTO THIS SPACE. 

Speak to them through the door. Make sure to get their name, 
rank, badge number, field office, and phone number. 

OUR LAWYER IS_. 

THEIR PHONE NUMBER IS: 


If they have a warrant, ask them to slide it under the door. 
Then back up from the door and read it out loud, noting 
what they are allowed to look for, and where. 

DO NOT ANSWER QUESTIONS WITHOUT A 
LAWYER. DO NOT LET POLICE INTO THE 
BUILDING OR THE APARTMENT. 



these days. 

In the post Snowden era, we have 
learned that nearly every form of com¬ 
munication, from emails and phone calls 
to text messages, can leave a digital 
trace that can and likely will be analyzed 
by commercial data gatherers and 
governments. 

Here are some ways to keep those 
communications private. While these tips 
were designed for journalists and confi¬ 
dential sources, they're just as useful for 
protecting any private communications, 
such as a conversation between fami¬ 
ly members, or a confidential business 
dealing. 

Some tactics are more difficult than 
others, but the good news is that not all of 
them require technical skills. The key is to 
figure out your communication strategy. 
First, decide if you are trying to hide WHO 
you are talking to (metadata) or WHAT you 
are talking about (content), or BOTH. 

In each case, there are both high tech 
and low tech ways to evade surveillance. 

If you are trying to mask WHO you are 
talking to, consider three tactics that I call 
ACE-which stands for "Add Noise, Cloak, 
or Evade." 

• ADD NOISE means fuzzing the meta¬ 
data by adding false connections or false 
content to the communications. 

A high tech way to add noise online is 
to use the TOR Web browser [https://www. 
torproject.org/], which bounces your Inter¬ 
net traffic around to a bunch of locations 
so that the website you arrive at doesn't 
know where you are coming from. 

You could also add noise in a low tech 
way. If, for instance, you are a journalist 
calling a source in the mayor's office, you 
could also call everyone else in the office, 
too. That protects the source from being 
the only one with a record of a call with 
you. However, you should talk for a short 
time and set up another means of commu¬ 
nication to avoid creating a data trail of a 
long conversation. 

• CLOAK means using alternate identities. 

Another way to mask who you are 
talking to is to set up new accounts, wheth¬ 
er it is email, instant messaging or a cell 
phone, using alternate identities. 

For these disposable online accounts, 
it's best to use TOR when setting up a dis¬ 
posable email (for example, gmail, yahoo) 
or instant messaging account, so that your 

formation is. not ifiva^led durina the setun 


If you are trying to mask WHAT you 
are talking about, I suggest three strat¬ 
egies that I call HEM-which stands for 
"Hide, Encrypt, or Mask." 

• HIDE means hiding the existence of the 
content, by placing it in a secret compart¬ 
ment either physically or digitally. 

Hiding content can be as low tech as 
hiding a USB stick in your pocket (as long 
as you are not going through a border or 
airline inspection). 

Or it can be as high tech as creating 
a hidden volume of encrypted content 
on your computer (a program called 
TrueCrypt offers this feature) that is not 
detectable to a person inspecting your 
computer. 

• ENCRYPT means to make content 
unreadable to outsiders using cryp¬ 
tographic techniques. 

Encryption scrambles your messages 
in ways that are extremely difficult for even 
the most powerful computers to break. 

In the post Snowden era, new encryp¬ 
tion services seem to be sprouting every 
month. To sort out the best services, 
we ranked many of them last year in a 
joint project with the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation. 

For encrypted communications to 
work, both parties must install the same 
software, whether it is the encrypted 
iPhone app Signal for text messages and 
voice calls or the widely used GPG soft¬ 
ware for email encryption [https://www. 
gnupg.org/]. 

• MASK means disguising the content as 
an innocuous other type of content. 

Known as steganography, this is the 
art of hiding a message in plain sight. For 
example, a teenager may post a song lyric 
to her Facebook page, which conveys 
a certain meaning to her friends, but is 
impenetrable to her parents. 

For this to work, both parties must 
agree on the meaning of their messages in 
advance, whether it is using code words or 
physical symbols, such as the famous flow¬ 
er pot on the balcony that "Deep Throat" 
apparently moved when he wanted to sig¬ 
nal a request for a meeting with journalist 
Bob Woodward. 

[Julia Angwin is a senior reporter at 
ProPublica. ProPublica is an independent, 
non profit newsroom that produces inves¬ 
tigative journalism in the public interest. 
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If they have a warrant, ask them to slide it under the door. 
Then back up from the door and read it out loud, noting 
what they are allowed to look for, and where. 

DO NOT ANSWER QUESTIONS WITHOUT A 
LAWYER. DO NOT LET POLICE INTO THE 
BUILDING OR THE APARTMENT. 



If you are trying to mask WHO you are 
talking to, consider three tactics that I call 
ACE-which stands for #/ Add Noise, Cloak, 
or Evade/' 

• ADD NOISE means fuzzing the meta¬ 
data by adding false connections or false 
content to the communications. 

A high tech way to add noise online is 
to use the TOR Web browser [https://www. 
torproject.org/], which bounces your Inter¬ 
net traffic around to a bunch of locations 
so that the website you arrive at doesn't 
know where you are coming from. 

You could also add noise in a low tech 
way. If, for instance, you are a journalist 
calling a source in the mayor's office, you 
could also call everyone else in the office, 
too. That protects the source from being 
the only one with a record of a call with 
you. However, you should talk for a short 
time and set up another means of commu¬ 
nication to avoid creating a data trail of a 
long conversation. 

• CLOAK means using alternate identities. 

Another way to mask who you are 
talking to is to set up new accounts, wheth¬ 
er it is email, instant messaging or a cell 
phone, using alternate identities. 

For these disposable online accounts, 
it's best to use TOR when setting up a dis¬ 
posable email (for example, gmail, yahoo) 
or instant messaging account, so that your 
location is not revealed during the setup 
and use of the account. 

For disposable cell phones, also 
known as burner phones, the best prac¬ 
tice is to buy them in cash in a a location 
not close to your usual work and home 


In the post Snowden era, new encryp¬ 
tion services seem to be sprouting every 
month. To sort out the best services, 
we ranked many of them last year in a 
joint project with the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation. 

For encrypted communications to 
work, both parties must install the same 
software, whether it is the encrypted 
iPhone app Signal for text messages and 
voice calls or the widely used GPG soft¬ 
ware for email encryption [https://www. 
gnupg.org/]. 

• MASK means disguising the content as 
an innocuous other type of content. 

Known as steganography, this is the 
art of hiding a message in plain sight. For 
example, a teenager may post a song lyric 
to her Facebook page, which conveys 
a certain meaning to her friends, but is 
impenetrable to her parents. 

For this to work, both parties must 
agree on the meaning of their messages in 
advance, whether it is using code words or 
physical symbols, such as the famous flow¬ 
er pot on the balcony that "Deep Throat" 
apparently moved when he wanted to sig¬ 
nal a request for a meeting with journalist 
Bob Woodward. 

[Julia Angwin is a senior reporter at 
ProPublica. ProPublica is an independent, 
non profit newsroom that produces inves¬ 
tigative journalism in the public interest. 
Their mission is: "To expose abuses of 
power and betrayals of the public trust by 
government, business, and other institu¬ 
tions, using the moral force of investigative 
journalism to spur reform through the 
sustained spotlighting of wrongdoing."] 
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SHADOW FILM REVIEW 


THE BLACK PANTHERS: 
VANGUARD OF THE REVOLUTION 


Stanley Nelson's new documentary film 
THE BLACK PANTHERS: VANGUARD 
OF THE REVOLUTION is not only the 
filmmaker's best work to date, it is also 
perhaps the best documentary movie of a 
1960s-era radical organization that is often 
misrepresented in the popular press. 

Such was the case recently, with 
media reaction to the Beyonce led Super 
Bowl 'Half Time Show' performance in ear¬ 
ly February. The Rap/R+B artist, along with 
a dozen other dancers, made a political 
statement. She was clad in a mock Black 
Panther Party-styled uniform during her 
performance to draw attention to recent 
shootings by police of unarmed Black 
citizens across the U.S. 

In a New York Daily News gossip 
columnist's critique of the performance, 
which was called "III suited" for the big 
football game, she wrote that "the Black 
Panthers were for the most part anti-white, 
violent advocates of open carry assault 
weapon laws, and oppressors of women 
within the movement." She went on to say 
that the Panthers "were a group that had 
been involved with the killing of police 
officers." 

Those who see the film will learn 
that the reference to assault weapons is 
dishonest or ignorant. In some of their 
demonstrations, the Panthers carried ordi¬ 
nary legally-registered rifles, which was 
supposed to be their Second Amendment 
right. And, half of the film's testimony is 
from Panther women. 

Nelson's film arrives with impeccable 
timing. Movements such as BLACK LIVES 
MATTER, and the call to reform Mass 
Incarceration, amid the continued 'War on 
Drugs', takes the viewer back to the days 
of the convergence of left-leaning political 
movements on the American landscaoe. 


Review by Eric Williams 



BLACK PANTHERS DEMONSTRATE ON THE CAPITAL STEPS IN SACRAMENTO, CA, 1969 


an arnfted demonstration at the Califor¬ 
nia State Capitol in Sacramento, where 
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observed by dozens of BPP members, 
were "pretty intimidating". 
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National Convention in Chicago. 

The case of the New York Panther 21 
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BLACK PANTHERS DEMONSTRATE ON THE CAPITAL STEPS IN SACRAMENTO, CA, 1969 


statement. She was clad in a mock Black 
Panther Party-styled uniform during her 
performance to draw attention to recent 
shootings by police of unarmed Black 
citizens across the U.S. 

In a New York Daily News gossip 
columnist's critique of the performance, 
which was called "III suited" for the big 
football game, she wrote that "the Black 
Panthers were for the most part anti-white, 
violent advocates of open carry assault 
weapon laws, and oppressors of women 
within the movement." She went on to say 
that the Panthers "were a group that had 
been involved with the killing of police 
officers." 

Those who see the film will learn 
that the reference to assault weapons is 
dishonest or ignorant. In some of their 
demonstrations, the Panthers carried ordi¬ 
nary legally-registered rifles, which was 
supposed to be their Second Amendment 
right. And, half of the film's testimony is 
from Panther women. 

Nelson's film arrives with impeccable 
timing. Movements such as BLACK LIVES 
MATTER, and the call to reform Mass 
Incarceration, amid the continued 'War on 
Drugs', takes the viewer back to the days 
of the convergence of left-leaning political 
movements on the American landscape. 
That included the Civil Rights movement 
and a growing disconnect with both 
national and regional political leadership. 

Nelson touches on events such as the 
assassinations of Malcolm X and the Rever¬ 
end Martin Luther King, the anti 
Vietnam War and Student movements and 
rising police brutality in Black communities 
across the country that angered and dis¬ 
gusted African Americans to a fever pitch. 

It was that climate which gave birth to the 
Oakland, California based Black Panther 
Party, led by Bobby Seale and Huey P. 
Newton. The two men were dynamic and 
charismatic leaders who captured the 
imagination of young Black Americans 
with their swagger. But that same swag¬ 
ger also angered and frightened much of 
White America, including conservatives, 
elected officials, police, and especially the 
FBI, with their message of Black defiance, 
Black Pride, political awareness, and 
confidence. 

The viewer gets to meet the individ¬ 
uals and hear the words of those who 
were there and lived through it all. You 
are grabbed by the throat to see and hear 
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an armed demonstration at the Califor¬ 
nia State Capitol in Sacramento, where 
Panthers marched with legally-owned rifles 
and bandoliers of ammunition. The film 
includes some amusing footage of panicky 
California conservatives calling for greater 
restrictions on guns in the light of the 
Black Panther menace. 

The audacity of the Panthers at the 
Sacramento demonstration, clad in their 
iconic berets and leather jackets, brought 
the Panthers national attention and led 
Black youth to flock to the movement and 
start new chapters around the country. The 
film does not shy away from the popular 
culture and fashion aspects of the Black 
Panther movement. The new look in terms 
of style that the Panthers brought with 
them is not treated as mere superficiality in 
Nelson's film. It was an integral part of the 
rebellion-the Afro, the celebration of Afri¬ 
can beauty-that helped forge an indepen¬ 
dent identity not only for Black people as a 
whole, but for Black youth in particular. 

The Panthers were famous for their 
breakfast programs, in which they served 
food before school to many thousands of 
children in African-American communities 
in various cities. The film has a great deal 
of footage of Black Panthers at work, not 


observed by dozens of BPP members, 
were "pretty intimidating". 

Another interview of note is that of FBI 
informant William O'Neal. For the uniniti¬ 
ated, O'Neal led Chicago police to what 
could only be described as a 'legal lynch¬ 
ing' of perhaps the greatest Black Panther 
of them all, Chicago Deputy Chairman 
Fred Hampton. It was Hampton "who was 
the leading voice of racial unity in Chica¬ 
go," according several people who knew 
him, including New York activist Michael 
Klonsky. 

Nelson's film also covers the start of 
the Chicago 8 trial, at which Bobby Seale 
was chained and gagged in a federal 
courtroom. Seale, along with seven other 
left-wing political activists, had been 
charged with inciting the televised police 
riot during the 1968 Democratic Party's 


National Convention in Chicago. 

The case of the New York Panther 21 
is also given a close look. While the 21 
were eventually cleared of all conspiracy 
charges, legal fees and tensions, caused 
in large part by relentless FBI pressure 
through their then secret COINTELPRO 
activities, led to the fracturing, and later 
disbanding, of perhaps the most dynamic 
Black American Political movement of the 
20th Century. 

This is a MUST SEE film. It is perhaps 
one of the most important American docu¬ 
mentary films to emerge of the era we call 
the '60s in over a generation. 

[For upcoming FREE screenings of 
"THE BLACK PANTHERS: VAN¬ 
GUARD OF THE REVOLUTION" visit: 
www.TKeBlackPanthers.com/] 











MATTER, and the call to reform Mass 
Incarceration, amid the continued 'War on 
Drugs', takes the viewer back to the days 
of the convergence of left-leaning political 
movements on the American landscape. 
That included the Civil Rights movement 
and a growing disconnect with both 
national and regional political leadership. 

Nelson touches on events such as the 
assassinations of Malcolm X and the Rever¬ 
end Martin Luther King, the anti 
Vietnam War and Student movements and 
rising police brutality in Black communities 
across the country that angered and dis¬ 
gusted African Americans to a fever pitch. 

It was that climate which gave birth to the 
Oakland, California based Black Panther 
Party, led by Bobby Seale and Huey P. 
Newton. The two men were dynamic and 
charismatic leaders who captured the 
imagination of young Black Americans 
with their swagger. But that same swag¬ 
ger also angered and frightened much of 
White America, including conservatives, 
elected officials, police, and especially the 
FBI, with their message of Black defiance, 
Black Pride, political awareness, and 
confidence. 

The viewer gets to meet the individ¬ 
uals and hear the words of those who 
were there and lived through it all. You 
are grabbed by the throat to see and hear 
Jamal Johnson, one of the surviving mem¬ 
bers of the New York 'Panther 21,' who was 
framed, and later acquitted, in a conspir¬ 
acy trial that rocked the Big Apple in the 
early 1970s. There are others, like Wayne 
Pharr, Sherwin Forte, William Calhoun, and 
the artist Emory Douglass, whose illustra¬ 
tions in the party's national weekly news¬ 
paper made it a must-read. 

This film makes clear that, in its ori¬ 
gins, the Panthers were a response against 
police oppression. They would maintain a 
light mood with people in the community, 
but things would turn serious when they 
encountered a Black person being jacked 
up by the cops. They would keep a safe 
and legal distance, but when a cop would 
put a bullet in his gun's chamber, Panthers 
would follow suit, and the whole street 
would fill with the sound of guns being 
cocked. 

Nelson traces the development of 
the Panthers, from the Oakland patrols to 













BLACK PANTHERS DEMONSTRATE ON THE CAPITAL STEPS IN SACRAMENTO, CA, 1969 


an arnhed demonstration at the Califor¬ 
nia State Capitol in Sacramento, where 
Panthers marched with legally-owned rifles 
and bandoliers of ammunition. The film 
includes some amusing footage of panicky 
California conservatives calling for greater 
restrictions on guns in the light of the 
Black Panther menace. 

The audacity of the Panthers at the 
Sacramento demonstration, clad in their 
iconic berets and leather jackets, brought 
the Panthers national attention and led 
Black youth to flock to the movement and 
start new chapters around the country. The 
film does not shy away from the popular 
culture and fashion aspects of the Black 
Panther movement. The new look in terms 
of style that the Panthers brought with 
them is not treated as mere superficiality in 
Nelson's film. It was an integral part of the 
rebellion-the Afro, the celebration of Afri¬ 
can beauty-that helped forge an indepen¬ 
dent identity not only for Black people as a 
whole, but for Black youth in particular. 

The Panthers were famous for their 
breakfast programs, in which they served 
food before school to many thousands of 
children in African-American communities 
in various cities. The film has a great deal 
of footage of Black Panthers at work, not 
only demonstrating and confronting cops, 
but cooking, cleaning, loading newspa¬ 
pers, and more, all with enthusiasm and 
solidarity. 

Women were a very important part 
of the Black Panther Party story, and their 
voices are not left out here. Such key 
figures as Erica Huggins, Kathleen Cleaver 
and Elaine Brown, to name just a few, are 
very much alive, each displaying historical 
insight, humor and wit. They, and other 
noted female Panthers, are featured prom¬ 
inently, giving firsthand accounts of key 
and historic events, thus giving the film an 
even- handedness rarely seen in docu¬ 
mentary re telling. 

There are also interviews with cops, 

FBI informants, historians, activist attorneys 
and others involved with and influenced 
by the Black Panthers. One features former 
policeman Ray Gaul, who, upon reflection 
decades later, admits that Panther police 
patrols, where cops were recorded and 


observed by dozens of BPP members, 
were "pretty intimidating". 

Another interview of note is that of FBI 
informant William O'Neal. For the uniniti¬ 
ated, O'Neal led Chicago police to what 
could only be described as a 'legal lynch¬ 
ing' of perhaps the greatest Black Panther 
of them all, Chicago Deputy Chairman 
Fred Hampton. It was Hampton "who was 
the leading voice of racial unity in Chica¬ 
go," according several people who knew 
him, including New York activist Michael 
Klonsky. 

Nelson's film also covers the start of 
the Chicago 8 trial, at which Bobby Seale 
was chained and gagged in a federal 
courtroom. Seale, along with seven other 
left-wing political activists, had been 
charged with inciting the televised police 
riot during the 1968 Democratic Party's 


National Convention in Chicago. 

The case of the New York Panther 21 
is also given a close look. While the 21 
were eventually cleared of all conspiracy 
charges, legal fees and tensions, caused 
in large part by relentless FBI pressure 
through their then secret COINTELPRO 
activities, led to the fracturing, and later 
disbanding, of perhaps the most dynamic 
Black American Political movement of the 
20th Century. 

This is a MUST SEE film. It is perhaps 
one of the most important American docu¬ 
mentary films to emerge of the era we call 
the '60s in over a generation. 

[For upcoming FREE screenings of 
"THE BLACK PANTHERS: VAN¬ 
GUARD OF THE REVOLUTION" visit: 
www.TheBlackPanthers.com/] 
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NIXON AIDE: "WAR ON DRUGS" 
WAS TOOLTO TARGET BLACK PEOPLE 

By Dhoruba Bin Wahad 

[Editor's Note: In his article "Legalize It AH" appearing in the April 2016 issue of 
Harper's Magazine (www.harpers.org), writer Dan Baum reveals the following 
admission by disgraced and jailed former president Richard Nixon aide John Ehrlic- 
man about the "War On Drugs", as told to Baum in 1994: 
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1972 CIA Inspector General Report 
Confirms Government Complicity 
in Heroin Epidemic 

"War on Drugs" was Counterpoint to War in Viet Nam 

[Excerpt of comments by: Alfred W. McCoy, professor of Southeast Asian history at 
the University of Wisconsin; author of "The Politics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the 
Global Drug Trade" (Lawrence Hill, 1991) and "The Politics of Heroin in Southeast 
Asia" (1971)] 

[Although originating in the late 1960s, the CIA's brand of H is till the worldwide 
standard for quality smack.-ed] 

At "Drugs, Impunity and the CIA" A seminar sponsored by the Center for International 
Policy's Intelligence Reform Project Dirksen Senate Office Building, November 26, 1996. 

Heroin Production Fuels Heroin Consumption 

The CIA's policy of tolerance towards its Laotian allies did not change even when 
they began producing heroin to supply U.S. combat forces fighting in South Vietnam. 

In 1968-69, CIA assets opened a cluster of heroin laboratories in the Golden 
Triangle, the tri-border area where Burma, Thailand, and Laos converge. When Hmong 
officers loaded opium on the CIA's Air America and the Lao Army's commander opened 
a heroin laboratory to supply U.S. troops in Vietnam, the Agency was silent. In a secret 
internal report compiled in 1972, the CIA's inspector-general said the following to 
explain their inaction: 

"The past involvement of many of these officers in drugs is well known , yet their 
goodwill considerably facilitates the military activities of Agency-supported 
irregulars." 

All this heroin was smuggled into South Vietnam where, by 1971, according to a 
White House survey, 34 percent of U.S. troops were addicted. 




NIXON AIDE: "WAR ON DRUGS" 
WAS TOOL TO TARGET BLACK PEOPLE 

By Dhoruba Bin Wahad 

[Editor's Note: In his article "Legalize It All" appearing in the April 2016 issue of 
Harper's Magazine (www.harpers.org), writer Dan Baum reveals the following 
admission by disgraced and jailed former president Richard Nixon aide John Ehrlic- 
man about the "War On Drugs", as told to Baum in 1994: 

"You want to know what this was really all 
about? The Nixon campaign in 1968, and the 
Nixon White House after that, had two enemies: 
the antiwar left and black people. You under¬ 
stand what I'm saying? We knew we couldn't 
make it illegal to be either against the war or 
black, but by getting the public to associate the 
hippies with marijuana and blacks with heroin, 
and then criminalizing both heavily, we could 
disrupt those communities. We could arrest 
their leaders, raid their homes, break up their 
meetings, and vilify them night after night on 
the evening news. Did we know we were lying 
about the drugs? Of course we did." 

The following commentary after the March 23 revelation of Ehrlicman's 1994 
admission comes from Dhoruba Bin-Wahad, former Black Panther Party (BPP) NY 
Field Secretary and co-founder of the Black Liberation Army (BLA). Until he was 
freed in 1990, Dhoruba spent 19 years in U.S. prisons as a consequence of being 
targeted by the FBI's COINTELPRO operation.] 
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a heroin laboratory to supply U.S. troops in Vietnam, the Agency was silent. In a secret 
internal report compiled in 1972, the CIA's inspector-general said the following to 
explain their inaction: 

"The past involvement of many of these officers in drugs is well known, yet their 
goodwill considerably facilitates the military activities of Agency-supported 
irregulars" 

All this heroin was smuggled into South Vietnam where, by 1971, according to a 
White House survey, 34 percent of U.S. troops were addicted. 
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[Editor's Note: In his article "Legalize It AH" appearing in the April 2016 issue of 
Harper's Magazine (www.harpers.org), writer Dan Baum reveals the following 
admission by disgraced and jailed former president Richard Nixon aide John Ehrlic- 
man about the "War On Drugs", as told to Baum in 1994: 

"You want to know what this was really all 
about? The Nixon campaign in 1968, and the 
Nixon White House after that, had two enemies: 
the antiwar left and black people. You under¬ 
stand what I'm saying? We knew we couldn't 
make it illegal to be either against the war or 
black, but by getting the public to associate the 
hippies with marijuana and blacks with heroin, 
and then criminalizing both heavily, we could 
disrupt those communities. We could arrest 
their leaders, raid their homes, break up their 
meetings, and vilify them night after night on 
the evening news. Did we know we were lying 
about the drugs? Of course we did." 

The following commentary after the March 23 revelation of Ehrlicman's 1994 
admission comes from Dhoruba Bin-Wahad, former Black Panther Party (BPP) NY 
Field Secretary and co-founder of the Black Liberation Army (BLA). Until he was 
freed in 1990, Dhoruba spent 19 years in U.S. prisons as a consequence of being 
targeted by the FBI's COINTELPRO operation.] 

When Nixon came into office he had a strategy to destroy Black Radicalism, particu¬ 
larly the BPP by militarizing the Police and politically empowering Police Unions 
as a Core political constituency. Documents revealed in my case showed that at an 
early 1971 meeting in the White House (the minutes of which were "lost"), 
NEWKILL, the FBI's placebo for COINTELPRO, came into existence. 

This was a law enforcement strategy that targeted East Coast BPP and emer¬ 
gent BLA that [then-FBI director J. Edgar] Hoover and Nixon saw as the beginning 
of a Black underground. This strategy identified the West Coast BPP as less danger¬ 
ous and pacified and therefore no longer an agency for Black Radicalism. 

If Black folks today want to know why Black Political Prisoners have not been 
released or paroled, why Assata [Shakur] was stopped on the New Jersey Turn¬ 
pike by State Troopers (supposedly at random) [see Dhoruba's story on Assata in 
SHADOW #55-Ed.], well it all began with NEWKILL, the FBI-launched investigation 
that incubated the NYPD Major Case Squad and FBI into JTTF [Joint Terrorism Task 
Force] that would later serve as the Template for "Homeland Security" after 9/11. 

By the way, it was the BLA that went after Heroin Dealers in the Hood, while 
the government's "War on Drugs" actually simultaneously facilitated Cartel/Mob 
Heroin distribution in Black communities and punished Black Drug Addicts with 
Mass imprisonment. 

"Terrible Blow but that's how it goes...Freddie's Dead" 
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BILL SCHAAP AND ELLEN RAY IN THE 1970s 


Born in Brooklyn on March 1, 1940. He 
graduated in 1964 from the law school 
of the University of Chicago, where he 
became part of the civil rights movement 
in 1963, counseling students arrested for 
protesting segregated housing. 

After receiving his law degree, he 
worked as an associate for several years at 
the Wall Street firm of Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver & Jacobson. During this time he 
joined the radical National Lawyers Guild, 
and his commitment to civil rights, anti 
Vietnam War and leftist political caus¬ 
es deepened. In 1968 when Columbia 
students were arrested for occupying a 
building on campus, Schaap represented 
and got many of them released from jail. 

When William Kunstler, president 
of the Center for Constitutional Rights, 
asked Schaap to head a project to defend 
U.S. military resisters to the Vietnam War, 
Schaap left his Wall Street law firm. He 
and his wife, Ellen Ray, spent three years 
in Japan and Germany counseling and 


Square Press, first publishing books about 
the CIA by former CIA agents and later 
a wider variety of books. These included 
Deadly Deceits: My 25 Years in the CIA 
by Ralph Me Gehee; Secret Contenders 
by Melvin Beck; Profits of War: Inside the 
Secret U.S. Israeli Arms Network by Ari Ben 
Menashe; Destiny Betrayed: JFK, Cuba 
and the Garrison Case by Jim DiEugenio; 
Bioterror: Manufacturing War the Ameri¬ 
can Way edited by William H. Schaap and 
Ellen Ray; The Street and Other Stories 
by Irish Republican Army leader Gerry 
Adams; Guantanamo: What the World 
Should Know by Michael Ratner and Ellen 
Ray; and most prominently, On the Trail of 
the Assassins: My Investigation and Prose- 
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than princely budget of $400 per show, 
and with only one camera and micro¬ 
phone, the program became an unlikely 
hit, as Schechter used his connections 
and clout to convince the likes of Timothy 
Leary, Abbie Hoffman, Allen Ginsberg and 
Howard Zinn to appear, along with top 
local and visiting rock bands that had just 
finished concerts and were still looking for 
something to do at 2 am. 

Alas, Danny's run as a 'CVB show 
runner was short lived. As the program's 
Wikipedia page notes, "A few weeks 
into the show's run, as the closing cred¬ 
its rolled, Boston band Human Sexual 
Response performed their song 'Butt Fuck' 
accompanied by a nude female dancer. 
The song aired uncensored, due to the 
fact that the director was preoccupied with 
the presence of the nude woman, and the 
station received some complaints the next 
day." Danny later told me that three of the 
five "complaints" were from viewers who 
wanted to see more - but the other two 
were from people who vowed not to rest 
until the FCC lifted the station's license. In 
any event, he was fired on June 13, 1980, 
after just four months, due to what both 
sides agreed to call "irreversible philo¬ 
sophical differences." 

The firing proved fortuitous, howev¬ 
er; it meant that Danny was unemployed 
when he received a call from Atlanta 
asking if he would move there to produce 
a nightly version of The Freeman Report, a 
Nightline like program for a then nascent 
cable news startup called CNN. Soon, I 
began receiving daily telephone calls from 
all over America, as Danny took the show 
on the road, originating each night's cable- 
cast from a different city, while keeping up 
on the Boston scene. Ever energetic and 
driven beyond most humans' capacity, he 
supplemented this grueling schedule with 
regular weekend visits back 'home,' so we 
still managed to stay in close touch and 
begin work on detailed plans to one day 
launch a global news and views magazine 
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a show runner, briefly at the nightly news 
program we had started with at WGBH, 
and then as creator and executive pro¬ 
ducer of the hyper local Neighborhood 
Network News on Boston cable. I was also 
writing regularly for Boston magazine and 
national publications such as Rolling Stone 
and the Atlantic, finishing a book, and 
squeezing in regular, Dissector inspired 
'rock commentaries" on WBCN. Still, I 
couldn't escape the feeling that even as 
I aged, most of the population somehow 
seemed to remain between 18 and 24 
years old. It was time to return home to my 
native New York. After all, if you can make 
it there .... 

By the time I moved back in the mid 
Eighties, Danny was in full swing at ABC. In 
addition to producing twice as many seg¬ 
ments as his counterparts at 20/20, he was 
also running a major anti apartheid effort 
out of his crammed office cubicle on West 
66th Street. He was working with a group 
called Artists United Against Apartheid, 
led by Bruce Springsteen sideman Steven 
Van Zandt. When Van Zandt suggested 
writing a song about Sun City, a whites 
only resort that they thought should be 
boycotted by entertainers, Danny suggest¬ 
ed turning the song into a different kind of 
We Are the World, or as he explained, "a 
song about change not charity, freedom 
not famine." Eventually, they persuaded 
a wide array of top artists to participate, 
including Springsteen, Miles Davis, Bob 
Dylan, Ringo Starr, U2 and literally dozens 
of others, all of whom vowed never to 
perform at Sun City. 

In addition to the Sun City single, a 
number of other songs were recorded and 
an album released. In all, more than a mil¬ 
lion dollars was raised for anti apartheid 
projects. Danny documented the musi¬ 
cal sessions, conducted interviews, and 
helped create a feature length documenta¬ 
ry film. In a harbinger of what was to come, 
however, the Public Broadcasting Service 
(PBS) refused to broadcast The Making of 
Sun City, claiming the featured artists were 
also involved in making the film and were 
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BILL SCHAAP AND ELLEN RAY IN THE 1970s 


Born in Brooklyn on March 1, 1940. He 
graduated in 1964 from the law school 
of the University of Chicago, where he 
became part of the civil rights movement 
in 1963, counseling students arrested for 
protesting segregated housing. 

After receiving his law degree, he 
worked as an associate for several years at 
the Wall Street firm of Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver & Jacobson. During this time he 
joined the radical National Lawyers Guild, 
and his commitment to civil rights, anti 
Vietnam War and leftist political caus¬ 
es deepened. In 1968 when Columbia 
students were arrested for occupying a 
building on campus, Schaap represented 
and got many of them released from jail. 

When William Kunstler, president 
of the Center for Constitutional Rights, 
asked Schaap to head a project to defend 
U.S. military resisters to the Vietnam War, 
Schaap left his Wall Street law firm. He 
and his wife, Ellen Ray, spent three years 
in Japan and Germany counseling and 
defending American Gl resisters. Though 
he had no previous training in military law, 
he learned on the job and claimed that he 
never lost a 'single case. 

In 1976, Schaap and Ray moved to 
Washington DC, where he became the 
editor of the Military Law Reporter. With 
Louis Wolf and the controversial former 
CIA operative Philip Agee, Schaap and Ray 
founded and edited CovertAction Informa¬ 
tion Bulletin, which eventually expanded 
into a glossy, source noted magazine 
called CovertAction Quarterly. Initially, 
the focus of the magazine was the illegal 
activities of the CIA around the world, 
but it later branched out to report on 
domestic abuses by the National Security 
Agency and FBI. The journal's exposes 
from 1978-2005 included in-depth stories 
on the CIA's destabilization, assassination 
and disinformation programs in Jamaica, 
Chile, Grenada, Vietnam, Nicaragua, Gua¬ 
temala, Panama, Spain, Greece, Turkey, 
Israel, Palestine, South Africa, Rwanda, 
Mozambique, the Philippines and many 
other countries. Schaap, Ray and Wolf 
wrote and researched many of the arti¬ 
cles themselves, but they also recruited 
prominent progressive voices like Noam 
Chomsky, Ramsey Clark, Diana Johnstone 
and Mumia Abu Jamal to write for the 
publication. 

In the early years CovertAction 


Square Press, first publishing books about 
the CIA by former CIA agents and later 
a wider variety of books. These included 
Deadly Deceits: My 25 Years in the CIA 
by Ralph Me Gehee; Secret Contenders 
by Melvin Beck; Profits of War: Inside the 
Secret U.S. Israeli Arms Network by Ari Ben 
Menashe; Destiny Betrayed: JFK, Cuba 
and the Garrison Case by Jim DiEugenio; 
Bioterror: Manufacturing War the Ameri¬ 
can Way edited by William H. Schaap and 
Ellen Ray; The Street and Other Stories 
by Irish Republican Army leader Gerry 
Adams; Guantanamo: What the World 
Should Know by Michael Ratner and Ellen 
Ray; and most prominently, On the Trail of 
the Assassins: My Investigation and Prose¬ 



cution of the Murder of President Kennedy 
by former New Orleans District Attorney 
Jim Garrison, which became a number 
one New York Times bestseller and the 
basis for the Oliver Stone movie JFK. 

When President Ronald Reagan's 
former national security adviser Robert 
McFarlane sued Sheridan Square Press for 
libeling him in Ben Menashe's book Profits 
of War, Sheridan Square lost its financial 
backers and was forced to shut down. The 
case was eventually thrown out by the 
courts. 

In 1986 Schaap and Ray founded the 
non profit Institute for Media Analysis and 
began publishing Lies of Our Times, a 
magazine of media criticism that analyzed 




station received some complaints the next 
day." Danny later told me that three of the 
five "complaints" were from viewers who 
wanted to see more - but the other two 
were from people who vowed not to rest 
until the FCC lifted the station's license. In 
any event, he was fired on June 13, 1980, 
after just four months, due to what both 
sides agreed to call "irreversible philo¬ 
sophical differences." 

The firing proved fortuitous, howev¬ 
er; it meant that Danny was unemployed 
when he received a call from Atlanta 
asking if he would move there to produce 
a nightly version of The Freeman Report, a 
Nightline like program for a then nascent 
cable news startup called CNN. Soon, I 
began receiving daily telephone calls from 
all over America, as Danny took the show 
on the road, originating each night's cable- 
cast from a different city, while keeping up 
on the Boston scene. Ever energetic and 
driven beyond most humans' capacity, he 
supplemented this grueling schedule with 
regular weekend visits back 'home,' so we 
still managed to stay in close touch and 
begin work on detailed plans to one day 
launch a global news and views magazine 
program. We modeled what we simply 
called The Global Show in part after Eve¬ 
ning Magazine, a successful national for¬ 
mat pioneered by Westinghouse (Group 
W) Broadcasting, which shared locally 
produced segments and then "bicycled" 
or shared them among editions for use in 
several markets. Our plan was to do much 
the same, only with national editions of a 
global program, which would appear in 
markets all over the world. 

From CNN, Danny moved up the news 
food chain to a prime perch as a producer 
at ABC News' 20/20 program, where he 
won two National News Emmys and a slew 
of other awards. The consummate outsider 
had somehow become an insider - but 
that didn't change his style or substance 
much. Once again, he mixed hard news 
and politics with cutting edge cultural re¬ 
portage on subjects such as Bruce Spring¬ 
steen, Bob Dylan and a then little known 
musical style known as rap, or hip hop. 

Meanwhile, back in Boston, I felt 
increasingly like the proverbial big fish in 
a small pond. Like Danny, I had become 


66th Street. He was working with a group 
called Artists United Against Apartheid, 
led by Bruce Springsteen sideman Steven 
Van Zandt. When Van Zandt suggested 
writing a song about Sun City, a whites 
only resort that they thought should be 
boycotted by entertainers, Danny suggest¬ 
ed turning the song into a different kind of 
We Are the World, or as he explained, "a 
song about change not charity, freedom 
not famine." Eventually, they persuaded 
a wide array of top artists to participate, 
including Springsteen, Miles Davis, Bob 
Dylan, Ringo Starr, U2 and literally dozens 
of others, all of whom vowed never to 
perform at Sun City. 

In addition to the Sun City single, a 
number of other songs were recorded and 
an album released. In all, more than a mil¬ 
lion dollars was raised for anti apartheid 
projects. Danny documented the musi¬ 
cal sessions, conducted interviews, and 
helped create a feature length documenta¬ 
ry film. In a harbinger of what was to come, 
however, the Public Broadcasting Service 
(PBS) refused to broadcast The Making of 
Sun City, claiming the featured artists were 
also involved in making the film and were 
therefore "self promoting." 

Danny had managed the entire en¬ 
terprise while working full time for ABC. 

"I couldn't tell them what I was doing," he 
later told me. "And I couldn't pitch a 20/20 
Sun City segment either, because I had 
become part of the story. I was terrified 
they would dump me if they knew what I 
was doing, so I just worked even harder, 
producing more stories so I couldn't be 
accused of slacking off." 

I had happily obtained a staff pro¬ 
ducer position at CBS News after moving 
to New York. But soon the constraints of 
network news proved too great for both 
of us. I began prodding Danny about our 
long planned global show. With both of 
us finally in the same city again, it was time 
to either put up or shut up. So we quit our 
jobs to become what Danny immediately 
dubbed "network refugees," and began 
working out of a small borrowed office in 
Soho at the startup company we called 
Globalvision - a contraction of 'global 
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[William H. Schaap, radical lawyer and co founder/publisher of CovertAction Quar¬ 
terly, The Lies of Our Times and Sheridan Square Press, died on February 25, 2016, 
of pulmonary disease at his apartment in Manhattan-Ed.] 
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U.S. military resisters to the Vietnam War, 
Schaap left his Wall Street law firm. He 
and his wife, Ellen Ray, spent three years 
in Japan and Germany counseling and 
defending American Gl resisters. Though 
he had no previous training in military law, 
he learned on the job and claimed that he 
never lost a “single case. 

In 1976, Schaap and Ray moved to 
Washington DC, where he became the 
editor of the Military Law Reporter. With 
Louis Wolf and the controversial former 
CIA operative Philip Agee, Schaap and Ray 
founded and edited CovertAction Informa¬ 
tion Bulletin, which eventually expanded 
into a glossy, source noted magazine 
called CovertAction Quarterly. Initially, 
the focus of the magazine was the illegal 
activities of the CIA around the world, 
but it later branched out to report on 
domestic abuses by the National Security 
Agency and FBI. The journal's exposes 
from 1978-2005 included in-depth stories 
on the CIA's destabilization, assassination 
and disinformation programs in Jamaica, 
Chile, Grenada, Vietnam, Nicaragua, Gua¬ 
temala, Panama, Spain, Greece, Turkey, 
Israel, Palestine, South Africa, Rwanda, 
Mozambique, the Philippines and many 
other countries. Schaap, Ray and Wolf 
wrote and researched many of the arti¬ 
cles themselves, but they also recruited 
prominent progressive voices like Noam 
Chomsky, Ramsey Clark, Diana Johnstone 
and Mumia Abu Jamal to write for the 
publication. 

In the early years CovertAction 
Information Bulletin identified CIA agents 
in print based on research from public 
unclassified sources. The Intelligence Iden¬ 
tities Protection Act, passed by Congress 
in 1982, was aimed primarily at preventing 
the naming of agents by CovertAction. But 
once the law was passed, the magazine 
stopped identifying agents. No one was 
ever prosecuted under the law until Vice 
President Dick Cheney's chief of staff Lewis 
"Scooter" Libby was convicted in 2003 for 
leaking the name of CIA operative Valerie 
Plame to newspaper columnist Robert 
Novak. 

Schaap was an articulate and relent¬ 
less opponent of the Vietnam War. In the 
early 70s, he and Ray were arrested along 
with several others for protesting the war 
at a session of Congress. From the visitors' 
gallery they interrupted the proceedings 
by playing tapes of the U.S. bombing of 
Vietnam. 

In 1980, Schaap and Ray moved to 
New York City and founded Sheridan 



cution of the Murder of President Kennedy 
by former New Orleans District Attorney 
Jim Garrison, which became a number 
one New York Times bestseller and the 
basis for the Oliver Stone movie JFK. 

When President Ronald Reagan's 
former national security adviser Robert 
McFarlane sued Sheridan Square Press for 
libeling him in Ben Menashe's book Profits 
of War, Sheridan Square lost its financial 
backers and was forced to shut down. The 
case was eventually thrown out by the 
courts. 

In 1986 Schaap and Ray founded the 
non profit Institute for Media Analysis and 
began publishing Lies of Our Times, a 
magazine of media criticism that analyzed 
the underlying political assumptions and 
biases of The New York Times and other 
mainstream media. In 1988, the Institute 
organized a three day conference at 
Harvard University on The History and 
Consequences of Anticommunism in the 
United States. It was attended by more 
than 1,500 people and featured presen¬ 
tations by prominent radical activists and 
scholars, including Howard Zinn, Jessica 
Mitford, Ring Lardner Jr., John Henry 
Faulk, Stephen Jay Gould, John Kenneth 
Galbraith, Daniel Ellsberg, Blanche Wiesen 
Cook, Cheddi Jagan, Leonard Boudin, and 
many others. 

Schaap's wife and work partner of 45 
years, Ellen Ray, died of lymphoma in June 
2015. 

-Michael Smith, Attorney At Law 
[For a detailed obituary, visit: http:// 
lawanddisorder.org/remembering 
attorney bill schapp/] 
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(PBS) refused to broadcast The Making of 
Sun City, claiming the featured artists were 
also involved in making the film and were 
therefore "self promoting." 

Danny had managed the entire en¬ 
terprise while working full time for ABC. 

"I couldn't tell them what I was doing," he 
later told me. "And I couldn't pitch a 20/20 
Sun City segment either, because I had 
become part of the story. I was terrified 
they would dump me if they knew what I 
was doing, so I just worked even harder, 
producing more stories so I couldn't be 
accused of slacking off." 

I had happily obtained a staff pro¬ 
ducer position at CBS News after moving 
to New York. But soon the constraints of 
network news proved too great for both 
of us. I began prodding Danny about our 
long planned global show. With both of 
us finally in the same city again, it was time 
to either put up or shut up. So we quit our 
jobs to become what Danny immediately 
dubbed "network refugees," and began 
working out of a small borrowed office in 
Soho at the startup company we called 
Globalvision - a contraction of 'global 
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[William H. Schaap, radical lawyer and co founder/publisher of CovertAction Quar¬ 
terly, The Lies of Our Times and Sheridan Square Press, died on February 25, 2016, 
of pulmonary disease at his apartment in Manhattan-Ed.] 

The passing of Bill Schaap, on the heels of the passing of his wife and lifelong 
partner Ellen Ray, fills me with great sadness. A beautiful comrade in the struggle 
for liberation, justice and human rights, he will be missed by all who fight for and 
value freedom. A warm and sage presence, he and Ellen were always kind and gen¬ 
erous with me, helping to support my then somewhat bare bones lifestyle, partic¬ 
ularly during the "squatter years" of the mid 80s through mid 90s.l remember Bill 
and Ellen's parties in their West 4th Street apartment. Always full of good food and 
cheer, smart and progressive people, and lots of straight talk. 

They, along with Lou Wolfe, were the first to open their magazine Covert 
Action to the research with which I was then engaged, specifically, the machina¬ 
tions of Operation Garden Plot, Pentagon code for the suppression of dissent in 
America and other domestic operations of the US military. They published my 
work on so called non lethal weaponry and other material as well. Sheridan Square 
Press, which published many deeply radical books, was something they were also 
very proud of. 

I'm sad to see them gone though I will always remember how they could 
make me laugh! May the memory of their dedication and commitment to a revolu¬ 
tionary lifestyle and practice never die! 

Venceremos!! 

-Frank Morales 
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Almost immediately, we changed 
course. Launching the “world's first global 
show/' it turned out, was a daunting 
venture, especially for a new production 
company with no cameras, little capital 
and a borrowed office in a Soho loft. As we 
continued to formulate global plans, we 
were approached by a group of producers 
and filmmakers from South Africa who 
had compelling footage of the struggle 
against apartheid in their country. They 
were unable to get their story told on 
American television; moreover, the major 
networks, including our old employers at 
ABC and CBS, were neglecting to report 
on it either. We were experienced Ameri¬ 
can producers; couldn't we take their foot¬ 
age and package it in a way that would be 
acceptable to the inscrutable American 
media system? 

We resolved to use their material as 
the spine of a couple of programs we 
would create in hopes of spurring the 
networks to provide more coverage. As ex 
insiders, we knew that mainstream media 
were impervious to criticism - but that the 
threat of competition could motivate them 
to react. Long story short: those “couple 
of programs" turned into three years of 
a weekly broadcast newsmagazine we 
named South Africa Now. We produced 
156 consecutive episodes of the non 
profit series on a shoestring, operating 
from what Variety aptly termed “a loft hov¬ 
el," funding it with grants and donations, 
and producing it, despite the fact that we 
were “whitelisted" - banned by the white 
minority regime even from entering South 
Africa. 

We also had to distribute the program 
ourselves. When we approached PBS for 
assistance, executives there refused, citing 
as justification the fact that the program 
was avowedly anti apartheid and claiming 
that we were therefore advocates and 
not journalists - a charge we then had 
to spend years refuting. Our first break- 



DAN SCHECHTER IN ACTION, STREAMING ON THE INTERNET 


after we produced two different pilots and 
attached Charlayne Hunter Gault, the sys¬ 
tem's most prominent woman and African 
American presenter, PBS still wouldn't 
support Rights & Wrongs: Human Rights 
Television. Instead, its top executive told 
us point blank that human rights was “an 
insufficient organizing principle" for a 
regular television program. 

“Unlike cooking, stock tips and purple 
dinosaurs!" we exclaimed in frustrated 
press releases and interviews. Once again, 
we were forced to self distribute. Once 
again, we succeeded in convincing more 
than 100 public television stations to 
carry the program weekly for four years 
between 1992 96. We were also able to 
place it in more than 60 other countries - 
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Channel, which continued to his death, is 
given some credit - but not nearly enough 
- for laying the groundwork for an entire 
media reform movement in the US, one 
that recently achieved a major success in 
convincing the FCC to keep “net neutrali¬ 
ty" and ensure equal access to all. 

Along the way, we continued to work 
on our plans for The Global Show - and 
sometimes came close to realizing it. Once 
we managed to interest a top executive at 
Coca Cola, then the world's most global 
company. He enthusiastically told us to 
send him a short proposal, took it with 
him on vacation - and promptly had a 


heart attack. We also reached Steve Ross, 
the powerful head of Time Warner. After 
interviewing him at an investment con¬ 
ference, we were called to his office high 
above Manhattan's midtown. “From the 
streets to the suites," indeed! Ross, too, 
waxed enthusiastic, took the proposal and 
promised to get back to us promptly. The 
next we heard from Time Warner, however, 
was that Ross was taking a leave to battle 
cancer. He never returned. 

We did manage to form an alliance 
with Leonardo Mondadori, the head of 
the billion dollar Italian publishing firm 
Mondadori. How it happened was echt 
Schechter: Harper's editor Lewis Lapham 
suggested Danny meet with Leonardo. 

On the way over, Danny searched for a 
connection. “Who do I know in Italy?" he 
remembered asking himself. 

Only one person: Marialina Marcucci, 
a millionaire heiress to a pharmaceutical 
fortune, who had been an admirer of our 
Rights & Wrongs series and ordered the 
executives of Superchannel, a pan Euro¬ 
pean satellite network that appeared in 52 
countries, to carry the program in prime 
time. As luck would have it, Marcucci and 
Mondadori were extremely close, and she 
immediately counseled him to go into 
business with us. 

Together, beginning in the post 9/11, 
“Why do they hate us?" world, we created 
the Globalvision News Network, a pre 
Google News effort to create an Internet 
based wire service of news from outlets all 
over the world. Within six months, we had 
signed up hundreds of partners from six 
continents. 

We were hard at work developing the 
service and creating new products such as 
News Not in the News when we learned 
that Leonardo had also become ill. Sadly, 
and ironically, he had been diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer, the ailment that 
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age and package it in a way that would be 
acceptable to the inscrutable American 
media system? 

We resolved to use their material as 
the spine of a couple of programs we 
would create in hopes of spurring the 
networks to provide more coverage. As ex 
insiders, we knew that mainstream media 
were impervious to criticism - but that the 
threat of competition could motivate them 
to react. Long story short: those "couple 
of programs" turned into three years of 
a weekly broadcast newsmagazine we 
named South Africa Now. We produced 
156 consecutive episodes of the non 
profit series on a shoestring, operating 
from what Variety aptly termed "a loft hov¬ 
el," funding it with grants and donations, 
and producing it, despite the fact that we 
were "whitelisted" - banned by the white 
minority regime even from entering South 
Africa. 

We also had to distribute the program 
ourselves. When we approached PBS for 
assistance, executives there refused, citing 
as justification the fact that the program 
was avowedly anti apartheid and claiming 
that we were therefore advocates and 
not journalists - a charge we then had 
to spend years refuting. Our first break¬ 
through came when one of the few African 
American programmers in the public 
broadcast system agreed to air SAN in 
New York on the secondary channel of 
WNYC. (WNET, the premier station, initially 
turned it down.) 

As a result of being on the air in prime 
time in New York - the media capital of 
the world - we soon were the subjects of 
a major feature article in the New York 
Times. The next day, our phones were 
ringing off their hooks as reporters from 
all over the country, all of whom seemed 
to take their news cues from the Times, 
suddenly expressed interest in what the 
newspaper clubbed "the little show that 
could." 

In the end - and despite PBS - we 
managed to get South Africa Now carried 
on nearly 150 individual public television 
stations in the US, and 16 other coun¬ 
tries, including many of the so called 
'frontline states" bordering South Africa. 
The program won a prestigious George 
Polk Award and many other honors - and 
gradual, grudging acceptance from the 
mainstream. Finally, even PBS softened its 
stance and asked us to create a nation- 
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after we produced two different pilots and 
attached Charlayne Hunter Gault, the sys¬ 
tem's most prominent woman and African 
American presenter, PBS still wouldn't 
support Rights & Wrongs: Human Rights 
Television. Instead, its top executive told 
us point blank that human rights was "an 
insufficient organizing principle" for a 
regular television program. 

"Unlike cooking, stock tips and purple 
dinosaurs!" we exclaimed in frustrated 
press releases and interviews. Once again, 
we were forced to self distribute. Once 
again, we succeeded in convincing more 
than 100 public television stations to 
carry the program weekly for four years 
between 1992 96. We were also able to 
place it in more than 60 other countries - 
perhaps another step on the road to "the 
world's first global television program." 

By the end of 1996, when we ceased 
production, we had been in business for 
eight years and spent seven of them pro¬ 
ducing weekly non profit television pro¬ 
grams. It was a curiously counter intuitive 
but ultimately successful path for a media 
startup. We were elated, exhausted - and 
almost broke. But we had put our little 
company on the map literally all over the 
world - and done our small part in service 
of human rights and freedom along the 
way. 

Since PBS officials had always used 
the fact that we were producing series 
as a way to say no, we decided to focus 
on making more documentaries, such as 
the Mandela films and three investigative 
films I had made for their Frontline strand. 
Although they finally did air our forward 
looking film Globalization and Human 
Rights in 1998, however, our long and 
tortured relationship with "the public" 
broadcast system never really improved 
much. Although we had first created tele¬ 
vision for WGBH and had long considered 
the pubcaster our natural ally, it was clear 
that the feeling wasn't mutual._ 


Channel, which continued to his death, is 
given some credit - but not nearly enough 
- for laying the groundwork for an entire 
media reform movement in the US, one 
that recently achieved a major success in 
convincing the FCC to keep "net neutrali¬ 
ty" and ensure equal access to all. 

Along the way, we continued to work 
on our plans for The Global Show - and 
sometimes came close to realizing it. Once 
we managed to interest a top executive at 
Coca Cola, then the world's most global 
company. He enthusiastically told us to 
send him a short proposal, took it with 
him on vacation - and promptly had a 


Only one person: Marialina Marcucci, 
a millionaire heiress to a pharmaceutical 
fortune, who had been an admirer of our 
Rights & Wrongs series and ordered the 
executives of Superchannel, a pan Euro¬ 
pean satellite network that appeared in 52 
countries, to carry the program in prime 
time. As luck would have it, Marcucci and 
Mondadori were extremely close, and she 
immediately counseled him to go into 
business with us. 

Together, beginning in the post 9/11, 
"Why do they hate us?" world, we created 
the Globalvision News Network, a pre 
Google News effort to create an Internet 
based wire service of news from outlets all 
over the world. Within six months, we had 
signed up hundreds of partners from six 
continents. 

We were hard at work developing the 
service and creating new products such as 
News Not in the News when we learned 
that Leonardo had also become ill. Sadly, 
and ironically, he had been diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer, the ailment that 
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Bluestockings carries thousands of titles on topics 
such as feminism, queer and gender studies, global 
capitalism, climate and environment, political theory, 
police and prisons, race and black studies, radical 
education, plus many more! You can also find some 
good ‘ole smutty fiction, sci-fi, and poetry. We also 
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was avowedly anti apartheid and claiming 
that we were therefore advocates and 
not journalists - a charge we then had 
to spend years refuting. Our first break¬ 
through came when one of the few African 
American programmers in the public 
broadcast system agreed to air SAN in 
New York on the secondary channel of 
WNYC. (WNET, the premier station, initially 
turned it down.) 

As a result of being on the air in prime 
time in New York - the media capital of 
the world - we soon were the subjects of 
a major feature article in the New York 
Times. The next day, our phones were 
ringing off their hooks as reporters from 
all over the country, all of whom seemed 
to take their news cues from the Times, 
suddenly expressed interest in what the 
newspaper clubbed "the little show that 
could." 

In the end - and despite PBS - we 
managed to get South Africa Now carried 
on nearly 150 individual public television 
stations in the US, and 16 other coun¬ 
tries, including many of the so called 
'frontline states" bordering South Africa. 
The program won a prestigious George 
Polk Award and many other honors - and 
gradual, grudging acceptance from the 
mainstream. Finally, even PBS softened its 
stance and asked us to create a nation¬ 
ally-televised prime time special, which 
aired on February 11,1990-the day that 
Nelson Mandela, free at last after 27 years, 
walked out of Victor Verster prison. 

The fact that Mandela was on a path 
from prisoner to president meant that, for 
once, we had friends in high places. We 
followed the PBS special Nelson Man¬ 
dela: Free At Last with a string of other 
documentaries about Mandela and his 
movement, including Mandela in America, 
which chronicled his triumphant tour of 
the US in 1991, and Countdown to Free¬ 
dom, about his successful bid to become 
president of South Africa. 

Each time, we had exclusive insider 
access, thanks to our efforts with SAN. 

At the same time, we began to hatch 
plans for a second series, one that would 
examine human rights concerns, not just 
in southern Africa, but all over the world. 
We also did our best to ingratiate our¬ 
selves with PBS .. .but to no avail. Even 


tnan i uu puDiic television stations to 
carry the program weekly for four years 
between 1992 96. We were also able to 
place it in more than 60 other countries - 
perhaps another step on the road to "the 
world's first global television program." 

By the end of 1996, when we ceased 
production, we had been in business for 
eight years and spent seven of them pro¬ 
ducing weekly non profit television pro¬ 
grams. It was a curiously counter intuitive 
but ultimately successful path for a media 
startup. We were elated, exhausted - and 
almost broke. But we had put our little 
company on the map literally all over the 
world - and done our small part in service 
of human rights and freedom along the 
way. 

Since PBS officials had always used 
the fact that we were producing series 
as a way to say no, we decided to focus 
on making more documentaries, such as 
the Mandela films and three investigative 
films I had made for their Frontline strand. 
Although they finally did air our forward 
looking film Globalization and Fluman 
Rights in 1998, however, our long and 
tortured relationship with "the public" 
broadcast system never really improved 
much. Although we had first created tele¬ 
vision for WGBFI and had long considered 
the pubcaster our natural ally, it was clear 
that the feeling wasn't mutual. 

The growing realization that the me¬ 
dia we thought we were part of, or at least 
allied to, was actually "one of the prob¬ 
lems of the world" led us to explore new 
ways to reach audiences directly by by¬ 
passing gatekeepers like PBS execs. Enter 
the World Wide Web - and a pioneering 
site we created called the Media Channel. 
Begun in 1999 (an eternity ago in Internet 
years), Mediachannel.org was an early, pre 
Google aggregator of global media news 
and perspectives, as well as a voice for 
reform of the entire media system. 

It was also a channel for Danny's un¬ 
earthly energy and many enthusiasms. An 
early adopter, he saw the potential of the 
Net and embraced it before most. When 
blogging software became available, 
he jumped in with both feet, resurrect¬ 
ing the News Dissector brand, writing 
thousands of words daily while linking 
to sources all over the world. Media 
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DAN SCHECHTER 

Continued From Page 19 

later felled Schechter. In both cases, the 
end came quickly--by the end of 2002, we 
attended Mondadori's funeral in Milan, 
along with thousands of Italians, including 
then Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi. His 
children fell to squabbling and suing one 
another over the rich estate - and told us to 
simply fold the still developing global news 
wire. Once again, we had come close ... 

As the century turned and progressed, 
Danny didn't age so much as accelerate. 

In addition to blogging and making films 
such as In Debt We Trust: America Before 
the Bubble Bursts, a prescient, pre Reces¬ 
sion 2006 analysis of America's tottering 
economic system, he also regularly turned 
out multi part television series such as 
Who Rules America? and, most recently, 
America's Surveillance State (now playing 
on Free Speech TV.) 

Bored, I suppose, and with too much 
time on his hands, he returned to radio 
and began a weekly Internet based show. 
And always, incessantly, he churned out 
books at an astonishing rate - 17 in all, at 
last count. One of the earliest is perhaps 
the best: The More You Watch, The Less 
You Know - his "candid insider's tale of 
how the media really works and why it 
doesn't work the way it should." (The book 
recounts in greater detail many of the 
media adventures referred to here.) And 
to my surprise, I just learned that, follow¬ 
ing the recently issued When South Africa 
Called, We Answered, we can expect not 
one, but at least two posthumous publica¬ 
tions. 

Protean, prolific, but far from perfect, 
Danny Schechter has been variously and 
well described: the "Duke Ellington of 
chaos;" "cherubic;" a "hero of downward 
mobility," a "shameless self promoter;" 
a "human rights activist;" a "royal pain in 
the ass." All are true in part, as all captured 
parts of his multi faceted identity. 

He could be equally inspirational and 
infuriating; impatient and intense; caring 
and self centered; scattered yet somehow 
perfectly on point. He was at once cursed 
and blessed with a roarina case of ADD 


medium or topic. Although it sometimes 
tripped him up him - despite what I con¬ 
sidered ample evidence of wrongdoing, 
for example, he would never countenance 
any criticism of, say, Winnie Mandela - it 
also enabled him to provide all too rare 
context along with his content. He also had 

- dare we say it? a pronounced class con¬ 
sciousness that provided a firm foundation 
for everything he created. 

Looking back, I see clearly that 
Danny's class identity was one of the 
major things that united us and kept us 
working together through the decades, 
despite the many inevitable conflicts and 
crises that sometimes threatened our 
relationship. In many ways we were quite 
different - he a Bronx Jew, a decade older 
than his Queens Catholic partner - but we 
shared a fundamentally working class, 
outer borough, anti authority attitude. And 
though we learned to move easily "from 
the streets to the suites," we were more 
comfortable as outsiders and more at 
home with "friends in low places," and it 
often redounded to our benefit in surpris¬ 
ing ways. 

One final anecdote will illustrate: it 
was during dark days for South Africa and 
even darker ones for South Africa Now. 
Mandela was still in prison with no sign of 
much change; we were down to our last 
hundred dollars to produce the show. 

The good news was that we had 
received a large grant from the MacArthur 
Foundation; the bad news was that the 
check was way overdue. Finally, we called 
to see where it was, only to hear that it had 
been sent weeks earlier to the wrong ad¬ 
dress. I was distraught, but Danny was ada¬ 
mant. "We have to go find it," he insisted. 

When we got to the location where 
the check had been erroneously sent, 
however, we were confronted by a 12 story 
building. How could we possible find our 
money? Undaunted, we went in to look 
around. The first person we saw was a jan¬ 
itor, so we explained our situation to him. 

It turned out he was an African immigrant 

- and an ardent fan. "South Africa Now? I 
love that show!" he exclaimed to our mutu¬ 
al amazement. "Come with me - we must 
find your check!" 
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"COMPLETELY AND UTTERLY FAIL IN 
AN EARTHQUAKE" 

THE FUKUSHIMA STORY YOU DIDN'T HEAR ON 
CNN ON THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MELTDOWN: THE CON CONTINUES 

By Greg Palast 


I've seen a lot of sick stuff in my career, but 
this was sick on a new level. 

Here was the handwritten log kept by a 
senior engineer at the nuclear power plant: 

"Wiesel was very upset. He seemed 
very nervous. Very agitated.... In fact, the 
plant was riddled with problems that, no 
way on earth, could stand an earthquake. 
The team of engineers sent in to inspect 
found that most of these components 
could "completely and utterly fail" during 
an earthquake." 

"Utterly fail during an earthquake." 

And here in Japan was the quake and here 
is the utter failure. 

The warning was in what the investi¬ 
gations team called The Notebook, which 
I'm not supposed to have. Good thing I've 
kept a copy anyway, because the file cabi¬ 
nets went down with my office building .... 

WORLD TRADE CENTER TOWER 1, 
FIFTY SECOND FLOOR 
NEW YORK, 1986 

Two senior nuclear plant engineers 
were spilling out their souls and files on 
our huge conference table, blowing away 
my government investigations team with 
the inside stuff about the construction of 
the Shoreham, New York, power station. 

The meeting was secret. Very secret. 
Their courage could destroy their careers: 
No engineering firm wants to hire a snitch, 
even one who has saved thousands of 
lives. They could lose their jobs; they could 
lose everything. They did. That's what hap¬ 
pens. Have a nice day. 

On March 12, 2011, as I watched 
Fukushima melt, I knew: the "SQ" had 
been faked. Anderson Cooper said it 
would all be OK. He'd flown to Japan, to 
suck up the radiation and official company 
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Qaeda. You can't run a nuclear reactor 
in the USA or Europe or Japan without 
certified SQ. 

This much is clear from his notebook: 
This nuclear plant will melt down in an 
earthquake. The plant dismally failed to 
meet the Seismic I (shaking) standards 
required by U.S. and international rules. 

Here's what we learned: Dick's subor¬ 
dinate at the nuclear plant, Robert Wiesel, 
conducted the standard seismic review. 
Wiesel flunked his company. No good. 
Dick then ordered Wiesel to change his 
report to the Nuclear Regulatory Com¬ 
mission, change it from failed to passed. 
Dick didn't want to make Wiesel do it, but 
Dick was under the gun himself, acting on 
direct command from corporate chiefs. 
From The Notebook: 

"Wiesel was very upset. He seemed 
very nervous. Very agitated. [He said,] "I 
believe these are bad results and I believe 
it's reportable," and then he took the 
volume of federal regulations from the 
shelf and went to section 50.55(e), which 
describes reportable deficiencies at a 
nuclear plant and [they] read the section 
together, with Wiesel pointing to the appro¬ 
priate paragraphs that federal law clearly 
required [them and the company] to report 
the Category II, Seismic I deficiencies. 
Wiesel then expressed his concern that he 
was afraid that if he [Wiesel] reported the 
deficiencies, he would be fired, but that if 
he didn't report the deficiencies, he would 
be breaking a federal law...." 

The law is clear. It is a crime not to 
report a safety failure. I could imagine 
Wiesel standing there with that big, thick 
rule book in his hands, The Law. It must 
have been heavy. So was his paycheck. He 
weighed the choices: Break the law, possi¬ 
bly a jail time crime, or keep his job. 





America's Surveillance State (now playing 
on Free Speech TV.) 

Bored, I suppose, and with too much 
time on his hands, he returned to radio 
and began a weekly Internet based show. 
And always, incessantly, he churned out 
books at an astonishing rate - 17 in all, at 
last count. One of the earliest is perhaps 
the best: The More You Watch, The Less 
You Know - his "candid insider's tale of 
how the media really works and why it 
doesn't work the way it should." (The book 
recounts in greater detail many of the 
media adventures referred to here.) And 
to my surprise, I just learned that, follow¬ 
ing the recently issued When South Africa 
Called, We Answered, we can expect not 
one, but at least two posthumous publica¬ 
tions. 

Protean, prolific, but far from perfect, 
Danny Schechter has been variously and 
well described: the "Duke Ellington of 
chaos;" "cherubic;" a "hero of downward 
mobility;" a "shameless self promoter;" 
a "human rights activist;" a "royal pain in 
the ass." All are true in part, as all captured 
parts of his multi faceted identity. 

He could be equally inspirational and 
infuriating; impatient and intense; caring 
and self centered; scattered yet somehow 
perfectly on point. He was at once cursed 
and blessed with a roaring case of ADD 
that simultaneously fueled and frustrat¬ 
ed him. He was legendarily messy and 
retentive, never throwing anything out, 
holding crowded court in an office that lit¬ 
erally grew smaller every year as the walls 
moved in and an accretion of memorabilia, 
letters, scripts, awards, notes, videotapes 
and other jetsam accumulated like sleazy 
sediment in some coastal mangrove. 
Sometimes in mid conversation he would 
pause, reach down distractedly to pick 
something off the floor, and show it to me. 
Several times it was a check to Globalvi- 
sion he had shamelessly forgotten to hand 
over; once it was a 1962 letter from Mal¬ 
colm X. With Danny, you just never knew. 

That was the beauty of the man - or 
part of it at least. Add in the fact that, un¬ 
like most journalists, Danny operated from 
a basic worldview and overall analysis 
that informed all his work, no matter the 


the streets to the suites," we were more 
comfortable as outsiders and more at 
home with "friends in low places," and it 
often redounded to our benefit in surpris¬ 
ing ways. 

One final anecdote will illustrate: it 
was during dark days for South Africa and 
even darker ones for South Africa Now. 
Mandela was still in prison with no sign of 
much change; we were down to our last 
hundred dollars to produce the show. 

The good news was that we had 
received a large grant from the MacArthur 
Foundation; the bad news was that the 
check was way overdue. Finally, we called 
to see where it was, only to hear that it had 
been sent weeks earlier to the wrong ad¬ 
dress. I was distraught, but Danny was ada¬ 
mant. "We have to go find it," he insisted. 

When we got to the location where 
the check had been erroneously sent, 
however, we were confronted by a 12 story 
building. How could we possible find our 
money? Undaunted, we went in to look 
around. The first person we saw was a jan¬ 
itor, so we explained our situation to him. 

It turned out he was an African immigrant 
- and an ardent fan. "South Africa Now? I 
love that show!" he exclaimed to our mutu¬ 
al amazement. "Come with me - we must 
find your check!" 

Office by office, we proceeded, floor 
by floor. Just as we were about to give up, 
we found a woman who recalled receiving 
the check. She had given it back to the 
mail carrier - maybe it was still at the post 
office? So it was, and the show was saved 
for another season. 

I could go on ... but knowing Danny 
as I did (it's still hard to think of him in 
the past tense!) I know he would insist on 
having the final word. So here it is, straight 
from the News Dissector's mouth, as he 
wrote on Common Dreams less than a 
year ago: 

"I am compelled to make media, com¬ 
pelled to do what I can, thinking modestly 
that perhaps somewhere, in hearts I don't 
know, words or images can still stir souls 
to rise." 

[Special thanks to Tony Sutton of cold- 
type.net] 
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an earthquake." 

"Utterly fail during an earthquake." 

And here in Japan was the quake and here 
is the utter failure. 

The warning was in what the investi¬ 
gations team called The Notebook, which 
I'm not supposed to have. Good thing I've 
kept a copy anyway, because the file cabi¬ 
nets went down with my office building .... 

WORLD TRADE CENTER TOWER 1 f 
FIFTY SECOND FLOOR 
NEW YORK, 1986 

Two senior nuclear plant engineers 
were spilling out their souls and files on 
our huge conference table, blowing away 
my government investigations team with 
the inside stuff about the construction of 
the Shoreham, New York, power station. 

The meeting was secret. Very secret. 
Their courage could destroy their careers: 
No engineering firm wants to hire a snitch, 
even one who has saved thousands of 
lives. They could lose their jobs; they could 
lose everything. They did. That's what hap¬ 
pens. Have a nice day. 

On March 12, 2011, as I watched 
Fukushima melt, I knew: the "SQ" had 
been faked. Anderson Cooper said it 
would all be OK. He'd flown to Japan, to 
suck up the radiation and official company 
bullshit. The horror show was not the fault 
of Tokyo Electric, he said, because the 
plant was built to withstand only an 8.0 
earthquake on the Richter scale, and this 
was 9.0. Anderson must have been in the 
gym when they handed out the facts. The 
9.0 shake was in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean, 90 miles away. It was barely a tenth 
of that power at Fukushima. 

I called the US Geological Survey. 

(Yes, Anderson, journalists are allowed 
to check out facts.) The plant took a hit 
of 550 galileos. (The "Richter scale" is TV 
talk-"galileos" measure ground movement 
at the danger point). I contacted my net¬ 
work of engineers. Turns out, Tokyo Power 
promised government regulators they 
would raise seismic (earthquake) protec¬ 
tion to 600 galileos. They promised. That 
was 2006, five years before the meltdown. 
So there you have it. If TEPCO had not 
played the regulators, Japan would not be 
suffering a slow motion Hiroshima. 

I was ready to vomit. Because I knew 
even more. I knew who had designed the 
plant, who had built it and whom Tokyo 
Electric Power was having rebuild it: 


Wiesel flunked his company. No good. 

Dick then ordered Wiesel to change his 
report to the Nuclear Regulatory Com¬ 
mission, change it from failed to passed. 
Dick didn't want to make Wiesel do it, but 
Dick was under the gun himself, acting on 
direct command from corporate chiefs. 
From The Notebook: 

"Wiesel was very upset. He seemed 
very nervous. Very agitated. [He said,] "I 
believe these are bad results and I believe 
it's reportable," and then he took the 
volume of federal regulations from the 
shelf and went to section 50.55(e), which 
describes reportable deficiencies at a 
nuclear plant and [they] read the section 
together, with Wiesel pointing to the appro¬ 
priate paragraphs that federal law clearly 
required [them and the company] to report 
the Category II, Seismic I deficiencies. 
Wiesel then expressed his concern that he 
was afraid that if he [Wiesel] reported the 
deficiencies, he would be fired, but that if 
he didn't report the deficiencies, he would 
be breaking a federal law... " 

The law is clear. It is a crime not to 
report a safety failure. I could imagine 
Wiesel standing there with that big, thick 
rule book in his hands, The Law. It must 
have been heavy. So was his paycheck. He 
weighed the choices: Break the law, possi¬ 
bly a jail time crime, or keep his job. 

What did Wiesel do? What would you 

do? 

Why the hell would his company make 
this man walk the line? Why did they put 
the gun to his head, to make him conceal 
mortal danger? It was the money. It's 
always the money. Fixing the seismic prob¬ 
lem would have cost the plant's owner half 
a billion dollars easy. A guy from corporate 
told Dick, "Bob is a good man. He'll do 
what's right. Don't worry about Bob." 

That is, they thought Bob would save 
his job and career rather than rat out the 
company to the feds. 

But I think we should all worry about 
Bob. The company he worked for, Stone 
& Webster Engineering, built or designed 
about a third of the nuclear plants in the 
United States. 

From the fifty second floor we could 
look at the Statue of Liberty. She didn't 
look back. 

[Greg Palast was the lead investigator 
in the successful government racketeer¬ 
ing case against nuclear plant builders, 
which resulted in the closure of the 
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infuriating; impatient and intense; caring 
and self centered; scattered yet somehow 
perfectly on point He was at once cursed 
and blessed with a roaring case of ADD 
that simultaneously fueled and frustrat¬ 
ed him. He was legendarily messy and 
retentive, never throwing anything out, 
holding crowded court in an office that lit¬ 
erally grew smaller every year as the walls 
moved in and an accretion of memorabilia, 
letters, scripts, awards, notes, videotapes 
and other jetsam accumulated like sleazy 
sediment in some coastal mangrove. 
Sometimes in mid conversation he would 
pause, reach down distractedly to pick 
something off the floor, and show it to me. 
Several times it was a check to Globalvi- 
sion he had shamelessly forgotten to hand 
over; once it was a 1962 letter from Mal¬ 
colm X. With Danny, you just never knew. 

That was the beauty of the man - or 
part of it at least. Add in the fact that, un¬ 
like most journalists, Danny operated from 
a basic worldview and overall analysis 
that informed all his work, no matter the 


- ana an araent ran. "boutn Atrica now' i 
love that show!" he exclaimed to our mutu¬ 
al amazement. "Come with me - we must 
find your check!" 

Office by office, we proceeded, floor 
by floor. Just as we were about to give up, 
we found a woman who recalled receiving 
the check. She had given it back to the 
mail carrier - maybe it was still at the post 
office? So it was, and the show was saved 
for another season. 

I could go on ... but knowing Danny 
as I did (it's still hard to think of him in 
the past tense!) I know he would insist on 
having the final word. So here it is, straight 
from the News Dissector's mouth, as he 
wrote on Common Dreams less than a 
year ago: 

"I am compelled to make media, com¬ 
pelled to do what I can, thinking modestly 
that perhaps somewhere, in hearts I don't 
know, words or images can still stir souls 
to rise." 

[Special thanks to Tony Sutton of cold- 
type.net] 
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been faked. Anderson Cooper said it 
would all be OK. He'd flown to Japan, to 
suck up the radiation and official company 
bullshit. The horror show was not the fault 
of Tokyo Electric, he said, because the 
plant was built to withstand only an 8.0 
earthquake on the Richter scale, and this 
was 9.0. Anderson must have been in the 
gym when they handed out the facts. The 
9.0 shake was in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean, 90 miles away. It was barely a tenth 
of that power at Fukushima. 

I called the US Geological Survey. 

(Yes, Anderson, journalists are allowed 
to check out facts.) The plant took a hit 
of 550 galileos. (The "Richter scale" is TV 
talk-"galileos" measure ground movement 
at the danger point). I contacted my net¬ 
work of engineers. Turns out, Tokyo Power 
promised government regulators they 
would raise seismic (earthquake) protec¬ 
tion to 600 galileos. They promised. That 
was 2006, five years before the meltdown. 
So there you have it. If TEPCO had not 
played the regulators, Japan would not be 
suffering a slow motion Hiroshima. 

I was ready to vomit. Because I knew 
even more. I knew who had designed the 
plant, who had built it and whom Tokyo 
Electric Power was having rebuild it: 

Shaw Construction. Shaw Construction- 
the latest alias of Stone & Webster, the 
designated builder for every one of the 
four new nuclear plants that the Obama 
Administration has approved for billions in 
federal studies. 

But I had The Notebook, the diaries of 
the earthquake inspector for the company. 
I'd squirreled it out sometime before the 
Trade Center went down. I shouldn't have 
done that. Too bad. All field engineers keep 
a diary. Gordon Dick, a supervisor, wasn't 
supposed to show his to us. 

I asked him to show it to us 
and, reluctantly, he directed 
me to these notes about the 
"SQ" tests. 

SQ is nuclear speak for 
"Seismic Qualification." A 
seismically qualified nuclear 
plant won't melt down if you 
shake it. A "seismic event" 
can be an earthquake or a 
Christmas present from Al 


rule book in his hands, The Law. It must 
have been heavy. So was his paycheck. He 
weighed the choices: Break the law, possi¬ 
bly a jail time crime, or keep his job. 

What did Wiesel do? What would you 

do? 

Why the hell would his company make 
this man walk the line? Why did they put 
the gun to his head, to make him conceal 
mortal danger? It was the money. It's 
always the money. Fixing the seismic prob¬ 
lem would have cost the plant's owner half 
a billion dollars easy. A guy from corporate 
told Dick, "Bob is a good man. He'll do 
what's right. Don't worry about Bob." 

That is, they thought Bob would save 
his job and career rather than rat out the 
company to the feds. 

But I think we should all worry about 
Bob. The company he worked for, Stone 
& Webster Engineering, built or designed 
about a third of the nuclear plants in the 
United States. 

From the fifty second floor we could 
look at the Statue of Liberty. She didn't 
look back. 

[Greg Palast was the lead investigator 
in the successful government racketeer¬ 
ing case against nuclear plant builders, 
which resulted in the closure of the 
Shoreham plant in New York. Greg 
Palast is the author of the New York 
Times bestseller Billionaires & Ballot 
Bandits, The Best Democracy Money 
Can Buy, Armed Madhouse and the 
highly acclaimed Vultures' Picnic. Later 
this year, Greg Palast will be releasing 
his new feature film The Best Democra¬ 
cy Money Can Buy-ATale of Billionaires 
and Ballot Bandits, which includes his 
award winning investigation Jim Crow 
Returns.] 
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LOVE CANAL 


Continued From Page 7 

spawned by the second World War. In 1942, 
the Niagara Power & Development Corp., 
which owned the land under Love Canal, 
entered a "letter of agreement" with Hooker 
Electrochemical, allowing use of the site. 
According to a NY state legislature investi¬ 
gation, Hooker was allowed, for "unknown 
reasons and without restriction" and togeth¬ 
er with the army and the city of Niagara 
Falls, to fill the canal with toxic effluent. 

In 1953, Hooker sold Love Canal to 
the Niagara Falls School District, which the 
company says was warned in writing of the 
potential danger from toxic waste. Over 
the years, deadly goo seeped out of the 
canal and was observed on the surface in 
brightly colored pools of liquid. Neighbors 
reported "exploding rocks" and decaying 
55 gallon drums floating to the surface of 
the Canal near their homes. By the 1970s, 
reports circulated of severe medical prob¬ 
lems among students. 

The head of the Love Canal Home 
Owners Association was a young mother, 
Lois Gibbs, whose son Michael showed 
symptoms of epilepsy, infections and 
asthma shortly after starting school. The 
Environmental Protection Agency had 
already reported that Love Canal residents 
suffered "disturbingly high rate of miscar¬ 
riages ... [and] a growing list of environ¬ 
mental disasters involving toxics, ranging 
from industrial workers stricken by nervous 
disorders and cancers to the discovery 
of toxic materials in the milk of nursing 
mothers." 

In 1979, former upstate congressman 
Maurice Hinchey was a member of the 
New York State Assembly from Orange 
county and head of a taskforce investigat¬ 
ing Love Canal. After an eighteen month 
investigation, the task force published 
"The Federal Connection: A History of U.S. 
Military Involvement in the Toxic Con¬ 
tamination of Love Canal and the Niag¬ 
ara Frontier Region." Hinchey knew that 
New York had played a major role in the 
Manhattan Project and doubted the Army's 
report claiming there was no evidence of 
"direct Army involvement" at Love Canal. 


intractable that some factories paid work¬ 
ers $50 a barrel to take waste home. What 
happened to that waste is unknown. Shady 
hauling companies were often hired with 
orders to make the drums of waste "disap¬ 
pear." Of course, radiation and other toxic 
contaminants never actually disappear, but 
often reappear at inconvenient times. 

According to Hinchey the govern¬ 
ment's actions were "environmental 
crimes," perpetrated by "various agencies 
of the Federal Government" who "operat¬ 
ed under a shroud of secrecy." He added 
that state and local officials also turned 
their backs on polluters. In 1978, the 
shroud of secrecy was briefly parted by the 
activism of Lois Gibbs and the residents of 
Love Canal. 

Federal Judge John T. Curtain ruled in 
1986 that Occidental Chemical Corpora¬ 
tion, the company that had bought Hooker 
Chemical in 1982, was liable for cleanup 
costs at Love Canal under the Federal 
Superfund law. Occidental argued that the 
government shared liability because the 
wartime urgency of the Manhattan Project 
and subsequent Cold War had justified 
toxic dumping. Most of the clean up costs 
were ultimately covered by taxpayers after 
a successful appeal by the company. Toxic 
dumping had been legal at the time Hook¬ 
er owned the Canal. 

Then-President Jimmy Carter, 
responding to the outcry at Love Canal 
and the similar disaster at Times Beach, 
Missouri declared an "environmental 
emergency." After spending $325 million 
on the clean up, the government now 
owned nearly 800 evacuated homes. 

The water-filled ditch that was used for 
decades as a midnight dump of last resort 
by private companies and government 
agencies was now reconstructed as a lined 
and clay-capped toxic waste landfill. 

Secret Military Dump 

One of the central findings of The 
Federal Connection were allegations that 
uniformed soldiers and U.S. Army trucks 
were seen dumping barrels of waste 
into Love Canal. The Federal Connection 
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"brownish green colored trucks" with 
men who were "wearing gas masks and 
dumping containers into the Love Canal." 
She later testified the men were wearing 
work coveralls, gloves up their elbows 
and were dumping what looked like "rusty 
steel drums." 

McCombs' story was supported by 
testimony from 12 year old Alfred Jones, 
who was living with his family two blocks 
from the Canal. In 1942, he saw "an Army 
two and a half ton truck, with three men 
on a truck, dumping drums." The men 
wore green fatigues. Jones swam in the 
Canal afterwards, but, he said, "We had to 
stop swimming... because it burned our 
skin." In 1943, a resident wrote a letter to 
the City Council complaining of fumes 
from the "Hooker dump." Two years later, 
a petition signed by 32 residents pleaded 
with the Council to close the "Hooker and 
Oldbury dumps near 99th Street," claiming 
they were "injurious to health and a detri¬ 
ment to property." 

Reports came from children and 
adults who remembered more scenes 
of Army trucks painted gray, brown and 
dark green with white stars on the side. 

The uniformed men, including a sergeant 
and an officer, were seen dumping barrels 
into the Canal. One resident described a 
"regular run" of Army vehicles that made 
a "frequent, almost daily presence at Love 
Canal." Witness Frank Ventry, an Army 
veteran, described a 6x6 truck escorted by 
a jeep rolling up with an officer wearing a 
sidearm who "appeared to be supervising 
the operation." The officer said the drums 
originated at the "Niagara Falls Chemical 
Warfare Plant on Buffalo Avenue." 

This was the first report of the dump¬ 
ing of chemical warfare material in Love 
Canal. The DuPont Chemical Company 
manufactured an experimental product 
for the Army, called impregnite, which 
could be used by soldiers under chem¬ 
ical attack to make shoes and uniforms 
resistant to toxic agents. The horrors of 
chemical weapons were so frightening 
that they were never publicly used during 
WWII. Nevertheless, over 18,000 tons of 
impregnite were generated during the war 
in Niagara Falls, East St. Louis and Midland, 

Mir.Kinan M.miiforturirin Arrors in^uraH 


Power Laboratory in Schenectady, NY, a 
nuclear weapons complex laboratory that 
conducts research in support of United 
States Navy nuclear propulsion programs. 
Currently managed by Bechtel Marine Pro¬ 
pulsion Corp., It is the training location for 
Navy officers who serve on nuclear pow¬ 
ered ships. According to Hinchey's report, 
Knolls' top secret work would have more 
than likely involved the use of powerful 
radioactive isotopes, such as cesium 137. 

Love Canal Redux 

In the movie "Tootsie," Sydney Pollack 
tells Dustin Hoffman, in response to a play 
that he pitches, "Nobody wants to produce 
a play about a couple that moved back to 
Love Canal. Nobody wants to pay twenty 
dollars to see people living next to chemi¬ 
cal waste, they can see that in New Jersey." 
Lured by promises that Love Canal was no 
longer a threat, hundreds of home buyers 
moved there. 

The resale of Love Canal began in 
1990, when about 300 abandoned homes 
were given new vinyl siding, roofs and 
windows, priced 20 percent below market 
value and renamed Black Creek Village. 
The government concealed the presence 
of toxins that apparently continued leaking 
from the landfill. A sewer excavation proj¬ 
ect in 2011 revealed "certain 'signature' 
Love Canal contaminants," a discovery that 
was reported to the city, but not to Love 
Canal residents. 

Love Canal was removed from the 
national list of Superfund waste sites in 
2004 and the EPA declared that "all clean¬ 
up work at the site has been completed." 

In 2013. thirty five years after the 
disaster, a half dozen new Love Canal 
residents brought suit against Occidental 
Petroleum, alleging that they had been 
poisoned from toxic waist leaking from 
the supposedly sealed landfill. "We're 
stuck here. We want to get out," said Dan 
Reynolds, adding that he's been plagued 
by mysterious rashes and other ailments 
since he moved into the four bedroom 
home purchased for $39,900. His wife, 
Teresa, said she's had two miscarriages 
and numerous unexplained cysts. 

The first sign their American Dream 
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lems among students. 

The head of the Love Canal Home 
Owners Association was a young mother, 
Lois Gibbs, whose son Michael showed 
symptoms of epilepsy, infections and 
asthma shortly after starting school. The 
Environmental Protection Agency had 
already reported that Love Canal residents 
suffered "disturbingly high rate of miscar¬ 
riages ... [and] a growing list of environ¬ 
mental disasters involving toxics, ranging 
from industrial workers stricken by nervous 
disorders and cancers to the discovery 
of toxic materials in the milk of nursing 
mothers." 

In 1979, former upstate congressman 
Maurice Hinchey was a member of the 
New York State Assembly from Orange 
county and head of a task force investigat¬ 
ing Love Canal. After an eighteen month 
investigation, the task force published 
"The Federal Connection: A History of U.S. 
Military Involvement in the Toxic Con¬ 
tamination of Love Canal and the Niag¬ 
ara Frontier Region" Hinchey knew that 
New York had played a major role in the 
Manhattan Project and doubted the Army's 
report claiming there was no evidence of 
"direct Army involvement" at Love Canal. 
According to Hinchey's task force, the 
Army "overlooked and misread" important 
government documents, ignored witness¬ 
es and refused to interview additional 
eyewitnesses. 

Hinchey found that during WWII, the 
government had, in conjunction with Linde 
Air Products, pumped 37 million gallons 
of radioactive liquid wastes into shallow 
wells. Documents unearthed showed that 
the government's main motivation for 
using the wells was to prevent the toxic 
waste from being traced back to the Army 
when it was discovered. No analysis or 
monitoring has ever been done-to this 
day-of the ground water beneath the 
wells. The Linde Air Products Co. site was 
located in the middle of a built up area in 
Buffalo, not far from where newlyweds and 
tourists took in the roar of Niagara Falls. 

Hinchey also reported that top level 
officials of the Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion, predecessor to today's Department 
of Energy, had specifically approved the 
"undercover disposal" of vast quanti- 
ties-the exact amount is unknown, but it 
could be as much as millions of gallons-of 
chemical waste though public sewers 
into the Niagara River and ultimately Lake 


costs at Love Canal under the Federal 
Superfund law. Occidental argued that the 
government shared liability because the 
wartime urgency of the Manhattan Project 
and subsequent Cold War had justified 
toxic dumping. Most of the clean up costs 
were ultimately covered by taxpayers after 
a successful appeal by the company. Toxic 
dumping had been legal at the time Hook¬ 
er owned the Canal. 

Then-President Jimmy Carter, 
responding to the outcry at Love Canal 
and the similar disaster at Times Beach, 
Missouri declared an "environmental 
emergency." After spending $325 million 
on the clean up, the government now 
owned nearly 800 evacuated homes. 

The water-filled ditch that was used for 
decades as a midnight dump of last resort 
by private companies and government 
agencies was now reconstructed as a lined 
and clay-capped toxic waste landfill. 

Secret Military Dump 

One of the central findings of The 
Federal Connection were allegations that 
uniformed soldiers and U.S. Army trucks 
were seen dumping barrels of waste 
into Love Canal. The Federal Connection 
revealed a vast network of uranium and 
chemical processing facilities throughout 
the Buffalo and Niagara Falls region that 
involved the Army Ordnance Department, 
the Chemical Warfare Service and the 
Manhattan Project. 

During the war, factories had manu¬ 
factured special chemicals used to coat 
chemical warfare gear, TNT was manufac¬ 
tured at LOOW and numerous companies 
such as Linde Air Products and American 
Carborundum were involved in processing 
uranium for the first atomic bombs. 

What was the ultimate fate of the toxic 
wastes these projects produced? Witness¬ 
es who had spoken at public meetings and 
hectored officials with complaints about 
smells and suspicious activity at Love 
Canal said that the trucks began dumping 
into the Canal as soon as World War II 
began. Reports of men furtively disposing 
of corroded metal barrels filled with "a fine 
white dust" and other substances contin¬ 
ued until 1978. 

Lucinda McCombs was a young 
mother when her children who had been 
playing on the banks of the ditch of came 
running home to tell her that "funny men" 
with "faces that looked like pigs" were at 


Reports came trom children and 
adults who remembered more scenes 
of Army trucks painted gray, brown and 
dark green with white stars on the side. 

The uniformed men, including a sergeant 
and an officer, were seen dumping barrels 
into the Canal. One resident described a 
"regular run" of Army vehicles that made 
a "frequent, almost daily presence at Love 
Canal." Witness Frank Ventry, an Army 
veteran, described a 6x6 truck escorted by 
a jeep rolling up with an officer wearing a 
sidearm who "appeared to be supervising 
the operation." The officer said the drums 
originated at the "Niagara Falls Chemical 
Warfare Plant on Buffalo Avenue." 

This was the first report of the dump¬ 
ing of chemical warfare material in Love 
Canal. The DuPont Chemical Company 
manufactured an experimental product 
for the Army, called impregnite, which 
could be used by soldiers under chem¬ 
ical attack to make shoes and uniforms 
resistant to toxic agents. The horrors of 
chemical weapons were so frightening 
that they were never publicly used during 
WWII. Nevertheless, over 18,000 tons of 
impregnite were generated during the war 
in Niagara Falls, East St. Louis and Midland, 
Michigan. Manufacturing errors insured 
that many tons of the poisonous product 
were wasted. 

Witnesses said they had seen trucks 
in the Chemical Warfare Plant parking lot 
that were identical to trucks seen dumping 
at Love Canal. Residents said the dump¬ 
ing happened "all the time," adding that 
damaged and leaking drums unloaded 
from the trucks would explode as soon as 
their contents hit the water. One witness 
testified, that flames would "go thirty feet 
in the air." He said, "if I knew then what 
I know now what was in those drums, I 
wouldn't have waited for anymore babies 
to be born." 

By 1978, the New York State Health 
Department began a search for health 
threats from possible radioactive contam¬ 
ination in Love Canal. Low level radiation 
was found throughout the site, but most 
disturbing was the detection of the unique 
and troubling radioactive signature of 
the isotope cesium 137, in a spot directly 
behind a school. Cesium 137, a direct 
byproduct of nuclear power plants and 
weapons production, was discovered 
strewn throughout the LOOW. The Hinchey 
report called the coincidence "intriguing" 
imolvina that the cesium contamination at 


1990, when about 300 abandoned homes 
were given new vinyl siding, roofs and 
windows, priced 20 percent below market 
value and renamed Black Creek Village. 
The government concealed the presence 
of toxins that apparently continued leaking 
from the landfill. A sewer excavation proj¬ 
ect in 2011 revealed "certain 'signature' 
Love Canal contaminants," a discovery that 
was reported to the city, but not to Love 
Canal residents. 

Love Canal was removed from the 
national list of Superfund waste sites in 
2004 and the EPA declared that "all clean¬ 
up work at the site has been completed." 

In 2013. thirty five years after the 
disaster, a half dozen new Love Canal 
residents brought suit against Occidental 
Petroleum, alleging that they had been 
poisoned from toxic waist leaking from 
the supposedly sealed landfill. "We're 
stuck here. We want to get out," said Dan 
Reynolds, adding that he's been plagued 
by mysterious rashes and other ailments 
since he moved into the four bedroom 
home purchased for $39,900. His wife, 
Teresa, said she's had two miscarriages 
and numerous unexplained cysts. 

The first sign their American Dream 
had become a nightmare were strange 
"popping and hissing" noises coming from 
the basement. Then a foul chemical smell 
filled the first floor. Next, their dogs and 
cats started vomiting. In the basement, the 
cap blew off a sewer pipe. 

"We knew it was Love Canal, that 
chemicals were here," she said. But when 
she bought the house, she said she was 
swayed by assurances that the waste was 
contained and the area was safe. 

Lois Gibbs had warned against reset¬ 
tling the area and in 2013, she returned to 
meet with the new Love Canal families. "It 
was so weird to go back and stand next to 
someone who was crying and saying the 
exact same thing I said 35 years ago," she 
said. 

In 2015, a New York Appellate Court 
allowed the case against the company to 
move forward. The residents can claim that 
Occidental botched the clean up, but can't 
challenge the honesty of promises that 
Love Canal had been successfully remedi¬ 
ated in the 1980s. 

The needs of war were a convenient 
excuse to shroud the mass, despoiling of 
soil, watersheds and communities. Today, 
three quarters of a century after Einstein's 

fateful letter informina President Roosevelt 







New York had played a major role in the 
Manhattan Project and doubted the Army's 
report claiming there was no evidence of 
"direct Army involvement" at Love Canal. 
According to Hinchey's task force, the 
Army "overlooked and misread" important 
government documents, ignored witness¬ 
es and refused to interview additional 
eyewitnesses. 

Hinchey found that during WWII, the 
government had, in conjunction with Linde 
Air Products, pumped 37 million gallons 
of radioactive liquid wastes into shallow 
wells. Documents unearthed showed that 
the government's main motivation for 
using the wells was to prevent the toxic 
waste from being traced back to the Army 
when it was discovered. No analysis or 
monitoring has ever been done-to this 
day-of the ground water beneath the 
wells. The Linde Air Products Co. site was 
located in the middle of a built up area in 
Buffalo, not far from where newlyweds and 
tourists took in the roar of Niagara Falls. 

Hinchey also reported that top level 
officials of the Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion, predecessor to today's Department 
of Energy, had specifically approved the 
"undercover disposal" of vast quanti- 
ties-the exact amount is unknown, but it 
could be as much as millions of gallons-of 
chemical waste though public sewers 
into the Niagara River and ultimately Lake 
Ontario. The waste problem grew so 


Federal connection were allegations tnat 
uniformed soldiers and U.S. Army trucks 
were seen dumping barrels of waste 
into Love Canal. The Federal Connection 
revealed a vast network of uranium and 
chemical processing facilities throughout 
the Buffalo and Niagara Falls region that 
involved the Army Ordnance Department, 
the Chemical Warfare Service and the 
Manhattan Project. 

During the war, factories had manu¬ 
factured special chemicals used to coat 
chemical warfare gear, TNT was manufac¬ 
tured at LOOW and numerous companies 
such as Linde Air Products and American 
Carborundum were involved in processing 
uranium for the first atomic bombs. 

What was the ultimate fate of the toxic 
wastes these projects produced? Witness¬ 
es who had spoken at public meetings and 
hectored officials with complaints about 
smells and suspicious activity at Love 
Canal said that the trucks began dumping 
into the Canal as soon as World War II 
began. Reports of men furtively disposing 
of corroded metal barrels filled with "a fine 
white dust" and other substances contin¬ 
ued until 1978. 

Lucinda McCombs was a young 
mother when her children who had been 
playing on the banks of the ditch of came 
running home to tell her that "funny men" 
with "faces that looked like pigs" were at 
Love Canal. McCombs said that she saw 
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WWII. Nevertheless, over 18,000 tons of 
impregnite were generated during the war 
in Niagara Falls, East St. Louis and Midland, 
Michigan. Manufacturing errors insured 
that many tons of the poisonous product 
were wasted. 

Witnesses said they had seen trucks 
in the Chemical Warfare Plant parking lot 
that were identical to trucks seen dumping 
at Love Canal. Residents said the dump¬ 
ing happened "all the time," adding that 
damaged and leaking drums unloaded 
from the trucks would explode as soon as 
their contents hit the water. One witness 
testified, that flames would "go thirty feet 
in the air." He said, "if I knew then what 
I know now what was in those drums, I 
wouldn't have waited for anymore babies 
to be born." 

By 1978, the New York State Health 
Department began a search for health 
threats from possible radioactive contam¬ 
ination in Love Canal. Low level radiation 
was found throughout the site, but most 
disturbing was the detection of the unique 
and troubling radioactive signature of 
the isotope cesium 137, in a spot directly 
behind a school. Cesium 137, a direct 
byproduct of nuclear power plants and 
weapons production, was discovered 
strewn throughout the LOOW. The Hinchey 
report called the coincidence "intriguing" 
implying that the cesium contamination at 
Love Canal "originated with government 
sponsored research or production activity." 

One possible source the report said 
was worth investigating as a source for the 
cesium contamination is the Knolls Atomic 


Teresa, said she's had two miscarriages 
and numerous unexplained cysts. 

The first sign their American Dream 
had become a nightmare were strange 
"popping and hissing" noises coming from 
the basement. Then a foul chemical smell 
filled the first floor. Next, their dogs and 
cats started vomiting. In the basement, the 
cap blew off a sewer pipe. 

"We knew it was Love Canal, that 
chemicals were here," she said. But when 
she bought the house, she said she was 
swayed by assurances that the waste was 
contained and the area was safe. 

Lois Gibbs had warned against reset¬ 
tling the area and in 2013, she returned to 
meet with the new Love Canal families. "It 
was so weird to go back and stand next to 
someone who was crying and saying the 
exact same thing I said 35 years ago," she 
said. 

In 2015, a New York Appellate Court 
allowed the case against the company to 
move forward. The residents can claim that 
Occidental botched the clean up, but can't 
challenge the honesty of promises that 
Love Canal had been successfully remedi¬ 
ated in the 1980s. 

The needs of war were a convenient 
excuse to shroud the mass, despoiling of 
soil, watersheds and communities. Today, 
three quarters of a century after Einstein's 
fateful letter informing President Roosevelt 
of the atomic bomb the wastes of warfare 
are still killing in Love Canal, in St. Louis, 
Hanford, Washington and many locations 
along the trail of companies and secret 
government facilities that built the bomb. 
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STANLEY COHEN 

Continued From Page 14 

So my view is "fuck you, machine, I'm out 
of here." I can fight the machine from 
abroad. That's my plan. The institutional 
disease that is America has spread so far 
and in such an evil way that I have no inter¬ 
est in fighting the fight here. 

For 20 plus years, I have lived and 
worked in the US while traveling abroad 3 
or 4 times a year as needed on cases, con¬ 
ferences, and speeches. I will now reverse 
that, living abroad and returning to the US 
as needed. 

Although I do not expect to continue 
handling traditional criminal defense cas¬ 
es, If and when my law license is reinstat¬ 
ed I will still represent persons on select 
international "terrorism" cases in the US. I 
will also continue to handle human rights 
matters abroad challenging states such 
as Israel and Egypt in international courts 
where I have practiced for 20 plus years. 
SHADOW: Is there an ultimate desire, or 
are you just going to keep doing what 
you're doing until you drop? 

Stanley: I'm going to keep fighting the 
state, whether national local or interna¬ 
tional. I'd love to play an active role in the 
establishment of a one state resolution 
in Palestine and Israel. If I have played a 
meaningful role in that, my life will have 
been worth it. 

SHADOW: What do you think of the pres¬ 
ent crop of presidential candidates? 
Stanley: I think it's a total freak show. 
There's no difference between a malignant 
brain tumor and pancreatic cancer. They'll 
both kill you. 

SHADOW: What can we do about the 
climate of war mongering? 

Stanley:: In my blog "Caged but Undaunt¬ 
ed" I took the position "Declare Victory 
and Come Home", based on the Vietnam 
model. The president should hold a press 
conference saying that we won, we've 
accomplished everything that we wanted 
to do, and we're withdrawing that we've 
no longer subsidizing surrogate states or 
conducting active military operations, and 
that things are going to unfold the way 


in Vietnam and Vietnam is now a close ally 
and trading partner. 

I have always been a firm believer that 
we have to stay in the streets, figuratively 
and literally. I think it's important to shut 
the machine down. I think it's essential 
to strip our so called elected officials of 
the power to wage war and commit war 
crimes in our name. The way to do that is 
to go out in the streets and shut this shit 
down. That covers a variety of ways. Some 
people are great writers, some people are 
great organizers, some people are great 
fighters. There are hackers and Anony¬ 
mous types who are out there doing what 
they do. I just think that we've reached a 
crossroads where we are obligated to shut 
this shit down, and we can do it. 

SHADOW: Do you have any final 
thoughts? 

Stanley: I'm no different today having 
gone through 11 months of prison than 
when I walked in. I've done nothing wrong, 

I have no regrets, it hasn't changed my 
politics, my vision, or my thoughts. Was I 
happy to be in prison? No. It caused tre¬ 
mendous stress and strain to my family, it 
disrupted political work in a critical period. 
You follow me since 1969 and it's been a 
steady path. I've stayed in the street, I've 
been involved in the antiwar movement 
and the civil rights movement and I did 
legal work for alleged members of the 
Weather Underground and the BLA. I was 
also a Legal Aid Attorney in the South 
Bronx. If I had it to do over again I wouldn't 
have changed anything. 

I did 11 months in prison, but when 
you think of people like Mandela doing 
27 years, wow. In the 17th year, de Klerk 
brought him out and told him that if he 
renounced violence, he would let him out 
then. Mandela walked back in his cell. It 
wasn't until 10 years later that he got out. 

"Shit Happens"-that would be a good 
title for the book. 

[For the latest news on Stanley, see 
<istanleycohen.org>. Also see Stanley's 
blog Caged but Undaunted at: chttps:// 
cagedbutundaunted.wordpress.com>] 


U.S. OUT OF THE MIDDLE EAST 

Continued From Page 2 


Immediately after the Paris massa¬ 
cres, the French government banned 
all demonstrations in Paris. Here in the 
USA, the press and government zeroed 
in on the need to curtail people's right to 
encrypt their documents and communi¬ 
cations. What we really need to do is to 
give the people the right to decrypt the 
government's documents and find out 
who these Islamic fundamentalists really 
are and who is pulling their strings! 

It is a damned shame that any "anti 
imperialists" of the U.S. or European left 
would ever identify with these enemies of 
enlightenment who call themselves radical 
Islamists. Not only are they reactionary 
throwbacks to a barbaric age, but they 
are creations and tools of the CIA and of 
American militarism and imperialism. The 
reactionary inner circle of U.S. intelligence 
is still living in the days when promoting 
fascism was considered the solution to 
everything. 

The Islamists are in a category with 
other religious fascists, including Fran¬ 
cisco Franco and Ngo Dinh Diem, upon 
whom American imperialism relied in the 
old days. Reagan's people created this 
Frankenstein to fuck with the Soviets in 
Afghanistan. It has come back to attack its 
creator, but the faction in the U.S. govern¬ 
ment that is calling the shots does not care 
about that because it is only the rank and 
file getting killed. 

The anti Muslim movement in Eu¬ 
rope and particularly in France is none 
other than the descendant of pro Nazi, 
anti Semitic quisling movements whose 
founders were German collaborators who 
were in many cases convicted of treason 
in their own countries. To the French right 
wing, Muslims are just surrogates for the 
Jews whom they are no longer allowed to 
attack. 

Maurice Papon, a career police official 
and security chief of the Nazi Collabo¬ 
rationist Y/irhv nnvpmmpnt in southern 


tion of their country took place in Paris in 
defiance of a curfew decreed by Papon. 
Papon ordered a several thousand strong 
contingent of gendarmes to remove their 
badges and deal with the demonstra¬ 
tors, in his own words, "subversively." As 
the mostly Muslim protesters peacefully 
marched across the Neuilly and St. Michel 
bridges over the Seine river, Papon's cops, 
assisted by members of a right wing mili¬ 
tia, fired volley after volley of live ammu¬ 
nition into the crowd, then attacked with 
truncheons and threw dozens of wounded 
demonstrators off of the bridges into the 
river. Estimates of fatalities in the Paris 
Massacre of 1961 range from 70 to 200, 
though the Paris police, still dominated by 
right wingers, continues to maintain that 
"only" 40 died. Papon was awarded the 
Legion of Honor by conservative French 
president Charles de Gaulle. He was ulti¬ 
mately convicted of his crimes against the 
Jews and served less than three years in 
prison. The Paris massacre and his record 
as French police chief in Algeria, where 
he presided over the torture of dozens of 
Algerian independence fighters, were not 
mentioned in the charges. 

War Is Legalized Murder; 
War Is Sanitized Hate! 

In order to win a war, you must hate 
the enemy. It is a very slippery slope from 
what Obama and the warlike liberals are 
saying and what Donald Trump is saying. 
The distinction between Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists and just plain Islamic people is 
too subtle for a sound bite. The truth is that 
the difference between calling someone a 
Muslim and calling someone an Islamist is 
the same as the difference between calling 
someone a German and calling some¬ 
one a Nazi. We were once taught to hate 
Germans, but now Germany is just another 
country, perhaps more open and pro¬ 
gressive than we are. Islam existed before 
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as Israel and Egypt in international courts 
where I have practiced for 20 plus years. 
SHADOW: Is there an ultimate desire, or 
are you just going to keep doing what 
you're doing until you drop? 

Stanley: I'm going to keep fighting the 
state, whether national local or interna¬ 
tional. I'd love to play an active role in the 
establishment of a one state resolution 
in Palestine and Israel. If I have played a 
meaningful role in that, my life will have 
been worth it. 

SHADOW: What do you think of the pres¬ 
ent crop of presidential candidates? 
Stanley: I think it's a total freak show. 
There's no difference between a malignant 
brain tumor and pancreatic cancer. They'll 
both kill you. 

SHADOW: What can we do about the 
climate of war mongering? 

Stanley:: In my blog "Caged but Undaunt¬ 
ed" I took the position "Declare Victory 
and Come Home", based on the Vietnam 
model. The president should hold a press 
conference saying that we won, we've 
accomplished everything that we wanted 
to do, and we're withdrawing that we've 
no longer subsidizing surrogate states or 
conducting active mifitary operations, and 
that things are going to unfold the way 
that they are going to unfold. We did that 
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gone through 11 months of prison than 
when I walked in. I've done nothing wrong, 
I have no regrets, it hasn't changed my 
politics, my vision, or my thoughts. Was I 
happy to be in prison? No. It caused tre¬ 
mendous stress and strain to my family, it 
disrupted political work in a critical period. 
You follow me since 1969 and it's been a 
steady path. I've stayed in the street, I've 
been involved in the antiwar movement 
and the civil rights movement and I did 
legal work for alleged members of the 
Weather Underground and the BLA. I was 
also a Legal Aid Attorney in the South 
Bronx. If I had it to do over again I wouldn't 
have changed anything. 

I did 11 months in prison, but when 
you think of people like Mandela doing 
27 years, wow. In the 17th year, de Klerk 
brought him out and told him that if he 
renounced violence, he would let him out 
then. Mandela walked back in his cell. It 
wasn't until 10 years later that he got out. 

"Shit Happens"-that would be a good 
title for the book. 

[For the latest news on Stanley, see 
<istanleycohen.org>. Also see Stanley's 
blog Caged but Undaunted at: chttps:// 
cagedbutundaunted.wordpress.com>] 


are creations ana roois ot rne v.fm ana or 

American militarism and imperialism. The 
reactionary inner circle of U.S. intelligence 
is still living in the days when promoting 
fascism was considered the solution to 
everything. 

The Islamists are in a category with 
other religious fascists, including Fran¬ 
cisco Franco and Ngo Dinh Diem, upon 
whom American imperialism relied in the 
old days. Reagan's peopfe created this 
Frankenstein to fuck with the Soviets in 
Afghanistan. It has come back to attack its 
creator, but the faction in the U.S. govern¬ 
ment that is calling the shots does not care 
about that because it is only the rank and 
file getting killed. 

The anti Muslim movement in Eu¬ 
rope and particularly in France is none 
other than the descendant of pro Nazi, 
anti Semitic quisling movements whose 
founders were German collaborators who 
were in many cases convicted of treason 
in their own countries. To the French right 
wing, Muslims are just surrogates for the 
Jews whom they are no longer allowed to 
attack. 

Maurice Papon, a career police official 
and security chief of the Nazi collabo¬ 
rationist Vichy government in southern 
France during World War II, was convicted 
of crimes against humanity in 1998 for 
having participated in the deportation of 
1,600 French Jews to death camps. Papon 
was one of hundreds of French police who, 
in spite of having been Nazi collaborators 
during the war, was re integrated into 
post war law enforcement organizations. 
Papon became the Paris Prefect of Police 
in 1958. In 1961, a large demonstration of 
Algerians protesting the French occupa- 


"only" 40 died. Papon was awarded the 
Legion of Honor by conservative French 
president Charles de Gaulle. He was ulti¬ 
mately convicted of his crimes against the 
Jews and served less than three years in 
prison. The Paris massacre and his record 
as French police chief in Algeria, where 
he presided over the torture of dozens of 
Algerian independence fighters, were not 
mentioned in the charges. 

War Is Legalized Murder; 
War Is Sanitized Hate! 

In order to win a war, you must hate 
the enemy. It is a very slippery slope from 
what Obama and the warlike liberals are 
saying and what Donald Trump is saying. 
The distinction between Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists and just plain Islamic people is 
too subtle for a sound bite. The truth is that 
the difference between calling someone a 
Muslim and calling someone an Islamist is 
the same as the difference between calling 
someone a German and calling some¬ 
one a Nazi. We were once taught to hate 
Germans, but now Germany is just another 
country, perhaps more open and pro¬ 
gressive than we are. Islam existed before 
Islamic fundamentalism and will continue 
to exist after that evil movement is gone. 

Once the dogs of war have been 
unleashed, however, they will devour 
everyone, including the innocent majority 
of Muslim people. There is an emotional 
urgency to oppose all calls for war against 
Muslim people, even against so called ISIS, 
because, simply, when a person has been 
killed, he or she is dead forever, even as 
ideologies and nations come and go. 


TWENTY-SIX YEARS AGO 
IN THE SHADOW: 
March-April, 1990, Issue #10: 







































to do, and we're withdrawing that we've 
no longer subsidizing surrogate states or 
conducting active military operations, and 
that things are going to unfold the way 
that they are going to unfold. We did that 


[For the latest news on Stanley, see 
<istanleycohen.org>. Also see Stanley's 
blog Caged but Undaunted at: chttps:// 
cagedbutundaunted.wordpress.com>] 
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rationist Vichy government in southern 
France during World War II, was convicted 
of crimes against humanity in 1998 for 
having participated in the deportation of 
1,600 French Jews to death camps. Papon 
was one of hundreds of French police who, 
in spite of having been Nazi collaborators 
during the war, was re integrated into 
post war law enforcement organizations. 
Papon became the Paris Prefect of Police 
in 1958. In 1961, a large demonstration of 
Algerians protesting the French occupa- 


one a Nazi. We were once taught to hate 
Germans, but now Germany is just another 
country, perhaps more open and pro¬ 
gressive than we are. Islam existed before 
Islamic fundamentalism and will continue 
to exist after that evil movement is gone. 

Once the dogs of war have been 
unleashed, however, they will devour 
everyone, including the innocent majority 
of Muslim people. There is an emotional 
urgency to oppose all calls for war against 
Muslim people, even against so called ISIS, 
because, simply, when a person has been 
killed, he or she is dead forever, even as 
ideologies and nations come and go. 
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FROM THE SHADOW PRESS: 

• THE SHADOW: $2 .50 per issue, past or 
current. 

• URBAN RIOTS + OPERATION GARDEN 
PLOT: The US Military Plan For Domestic 
"Civil Disturbance" —By Frank Morales: 

A brief history on the origins of Dep't. of 
Defense's Civil Disturbance plan, code- 
named Garden Plot, including details on 
the 1984 Air Force plan for implementing 
Garden Plot. 16 pgs. $2.00. 

• SQUATTER COMICS #1: Comics and art 
by SHADOW artists. 16 pgs. $3.00. 

• SQUATTER COMICS #2: More comics 
and art by Seth Tobocman, L. Van Abbema, 
Fly and Mac McGill. 48 pgs. $5.00. 

• KILLER KOP KOMIX #1: 

Satirical and anti-police 
brutality comics by Peter 
Kuper, Seth Tobocman, 

Fly, Sandy Jimenez, Becky 
Minnich, Mike Shafer, Mac 
McGill and L. Van Abbema. 

48 pgs. (comic book). $5.00. 

• BATTLE OF TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK: 

Live WW2-style coverage of the infamous 
TSP Police Riot of August 6, 1988 by WBAI 
producer and SHADOW reporter Paul 
DeRienzo as it happened. Approx. 60 min. 
(CD). $6.00. 


The SHADOW and everything 
published by Shadow Press is 
available in bulk at wholesale rates. 
Please inquire for details. 


FROM OTHER SOURCES: 

• YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
SILENT: A Know-Your-Rights guide for law 
enforcement encounters, published by the 
National Lawyers Guild. Only $1.00. 

• GLOBAL OUTLOOK MAGAZINE 
(COLLECTORS EDITION): This is one of 


HISTORIES FROM CHICAGO TO 1984: A 

compilation of underground news, stories, 
flyers, photos, art and more, published by 
the Youth International Party (YIPPIE!) from 
1967-1984. This book is out of print and 
cannot be found anywhere else!! 735pgs 
(book). $30.00. 

• WAR IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD (Seth 
Tobocman): Documents a decade of strug¬ 
gle against police brutality + gentrification 
on the Lower East Side through stories 
told in Tobocman's unique black and white 
drawings. This out of print book sells for 
up to $100 on Amazon! 328pgs (book). 

(tec r\n ___ 


A FREE COPY OF THE SHADOW (and 
other stuff) INCLUDED WITH 
YOUR ORDER!! 


VIDEOS: 

Videos are non-returnable. 

Defective tapes or discs will be replaced. 

• 911 MYSTERIES: Filmmaker Sofia 
Safqat addresses demolitions at the World 
Trade Center on Sept. 11,2001. Chapters 
include: WTC design + construction; Facts 
about steel; Building collapses; Basement 
explosions, interior blasts and ground 
level explosions, all before the collapses 
of both WTC towers; Visible explosions 
just before and as the towers collapsed; 
Molten metal; The demolition industry; 

" Who knew?" with admissions of prior 
knowledge by NYC Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
and WTC leaseholder Larry Silverstein; 

The strange collapse of 7 WTC, which was 
never hit by a plane. This documentary 
is a MUST have!! Approx. 90 min. (DVD) 
$ 10.00 

• 911: IN PLANE SITE: Power Hour 
radio show host Dave von Kleist (www. 
thepowerhour.com) presents and analyzes 
mainstream media footage to raise 


intelligence evidence and misled the 
public in order to turn opinion in favor 
of "regime change" in Iraq. Features 
interviews with more than 20 experts and 
footage of Bush and his cabinet members 
repeatedly insisting they have verifiable 
proof of Iraq's WMD. 56 min. (DVD) 
$ 10 . 00 . 

• OUTFOXED: 
Rupert Murdoch's 
War On Journalism: 

"Fair and 

balanced"??? How 
about anything 
BUT?!?! For the 
first time ever, this 
documentary reveals 
the secrets of former 
Fox news producers, 
reporters, bookers 
and writers who expose what it's like to 
work for Fox News. These former Fox 
employees talk about how they were 
forced to push a "right wing" point of 
view or risk their jobs. Examines media 
mogul Rupert Murdoch and his Australian 
company, News Corp., tracing how the 
Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) helped Murdoch break the rules to 
establish a fourth network in the US. Many 
extras. (DVD) $10.00. 

• UNCONSTITUTIONAL: 

The War On Our 
Civil Liberties: Made 
in conjunction with 
the ACLU; details 
the shocking way 
that civil liberties of 
American citizens and 
immigrants alike have 
been infringed upon, 
curtailed, and rolled 
back since 9/11 and the 
USA PATRIOT Act, with facts and stories 
that illuminate administration lies, wrong¬ 
headed policies, and the real victims of 


• TAKE OVER: This 1990 documentary 
by Pam Yates and Peter Kinoy was shot 
simultaneously in eight U.S. cities on May 
1, 1990 as homeless people risked arrest 
by occupying properties foreclosed by the 
Federal government. (DVD) $10.00. 

• YOUR HOUSE IS MINE: This 2004 
documentary by Caroline McCaughey 
covers the history of squatting in the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan from the 
early 1980's to 2004, as told by squatters 
and details the deal made by squatters 
with housing group UHAB to keep their 
homes. (DVD) $10.00. 

• WEAPONS OF MASS DECEPTION: 

There were two wars going on in Iraq- 
one was fought with armies of soldiers, 
bombs and a fearsome military force. 

The other was fought alongside it with 
cameras, satellites, armies of journalists 
and propaganda techniques. One war was 
rationalized as an effort to find and remove 
Weapons of Mass Destruction —the other 
was carried out by even more powerful 
Weapons of Mass Deception. Put together 
by Danny Schechter "The News Dissector" 
of Globalvision. Highly Recommended! 98 
min. (DVD) $20.00. 


SPECIAL OFFER: Choose any 
three DVDs and pay only 
$ 20 . 00 . 

Choose any five DVDs and 
pay only $30.00. 
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Garden Plot. 16 pgs. $2.00. 

• SQUATTER COMICS #1 : Comics and art 
by SHADOW artists. 16 pgs. $3.00. 

• SQUATTER COMICS #2: More comics 
and art by Seth Tobocman, L. Van Abbema, 
Fly and Mac McGill. 48 pgs. $5.00. 

• KILLER KOPKOMIXn: 

Satirical and anti-police 
brutality comics by Peter 
Kuper, Seth Tobocman, 

Fly, Sandy Jimenez, Becky 
Minnich, Mike Shafer, Mac 
McGill and L. Van Abbema. 

48 pgs. (comic book). $5.00. 

• BATTLE OF TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK: 

Live WW2-style coverage of the infamous 
TSP Police Riot of August 6, 1988 by WBAI 
producer and SHADOW reporter Paul 
DeRienzo as it happened. Approx. 60 min. 
(CD). $6.00. 


The SHADOW and everything 
published by Shadow Press is 
available in bulk at wholesale rates. 
Please inquire for details. 


FROM OTHER SOURCES: 

• YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
SILENT: A Know-Your-Rights guide for law 
enforcement encounters, published by the 
National Lawyers Guild. Only $1.00. 

• GLOBAL OUTLOOK MAGAZINE 
(COLLECTORS EDITION): This is one of 

the very few great 
investigative journals 
that exposes not 
only the truth behind 
mainstream media's 
lies and propagan¬ 
da, but the methods 
by which the media 
and gov't operate, 
from disinformation 
to false flag opera¬ 
tions. Includes: False 
Flag Operations: How wars are started by 
state-sponsored terrorism; Recognizing 
Historic Patterns of Deception; 55 False 
Flag Frauds; Was 9/11 a False Flag Oper¬ 
ation?; Is the Economic Meltdown a False 
Flag Op?: A Guide To Surviving the Global 
Crisis. You can get this Collector's Edition 
for only $8.00. The cover price of this 295 
page issue is $14.95! 

• WORLD WAR III ILLUSTRATED: Political 
art and comics magazine by Seth Toboc¬ 
man, Sabrina Jones, Peter Kuper, Scott 


on the Lower East Side through stories 
told in Tobocman's unique black and white 
drawings. This out of print book sells for 
up to $100 on Amazon! 328pgs (book). 


A FREE COPY OF THE SHADOW (and 
other stuff) INCLUDED WITH 
YOUR ORDER!! 


VIDEOS: 

Videos are non-returnable. 

Defective tapes or discs will be replaced. 

• 911 MYSTERIES: Filmmaker Sofia 
Safqat addresses demolitions at the World 
Trade Center on Sept. 11,2001. Chapters 
include: WTC design + construction; Facts 
about steel; Building collapses; Basement 
explosions, interior blasts and ground 
level explosions, all before the collapses 
of both WTC towers; Visible explosions 
just before and as the towers collapsed; 
Molten metal; The demolition industry; 

" Who knew?" with admissions of prior 
knowledge by NYC Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
and WTC leaseholder Larry Silverstein; 

The strange collapse of 7 WTC, which was 
never hit by a plane. This documentary 
is a MUST have!! Approx. 90 min. (DVD) 
$10.00 

• 911 : IN PLANE SITE: Power Hour 
radio show host Dave von Kleist (www. 
thepowerhour.com) presents and analyzes 
mainstream media footage to raise 
questions about what type of planes hit 
the WTC twin towers and the Pentagon 

on Sept. 1.1,2001, WTC leaseholder Larry 
Silverstein's admission of decision to 
"pull" 7 WTC, interviews with firefighters 
who heard explosions throughout the 
WTC towers before they collapsed, and 
other footage broadcast only once and 
never seen again. Extras include local 
Oklahoma City TV news reports on 
April 19, 1995 on several high-powered 
explosives discovered in and removed 
from the Murrah Federal Bldg after the first 
explosion. These reports were killed by the 
following day and were not seen again!! 
Approx. 60 min. (DVD) $10.00. 

• LOOSE CHANGE 2: A great companion 
to 911: In Plane Site, emphasizes 
controlled demolitions as the cause of 
the WTC collapses, examines Pentagon 
and WTC hits, black boxes, reports of 
WTC explosions, footage of explosives 
bursting from sides of twin towers, the 
shooting down of Flight #93 over PA, cell 
phone calls from passengers, phoney Bin 




"Fair and 

balanced"??? How 
about anything 
BUT?!?! For the 
first time ever, this 
documentary reveals 
the secrets of former 
Fox news producers, 
reporters, bookers 
and writers who expose what it's like to 
work for Fox News. These former Fox 
employees talk about how they were 
forced to push a "right wing" point of 
view or risk their jobs. Examines media 
mogul Rupert Murdoch and his Australian 
company, News Corp., tracing how the 
Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) helped Murdoch break the rules to 
establish a fourth network in the US. Many 
extras. (DVD) $10.00. 

• UNCONSTITUTIONAL: 

The War On Our 
Civil Liberties: Made 
in conjunction with 
the ACLU; details 
the shocking way 
that civil liberties of 
American citizens and 
immigrants alike have 
been infringed upon, 
curtailed, and rolled 
back since 9/11 and the 
USA PATRIOT Act, with facts and stories 
that illuminate administration lies, wrong¬ 
headed policies, and the real victims of 
these actions —the American people. 60 
min. (DVD) $10.00. 





•THETWO KENNEDYS: 

Carefully untangles 
the web of conspiracy 
between organized crime, 
anti-Castro exiles and oil 
barons, that resulted in the 
assassinations of John and 
Robert Kennedy. Very rare, 
Approx. 115 min. (DVD) 
$ 10.00 


•THE PLOT TO KILL 
ROBERT KENNEDY: 

Investigative journalist 
Ted Charak dissects the 
assassination of RFK with 
witnesses and forensic 
evidence, exposing 
destruction of evidence 
and other cover-up attempts by police. 
Very rare. Approx. 95 min. (DVD) $10.00. 



• THE MONEY MASTERS: Historical docu¬ 
mentary that traces the origins of the polit- 



SHADOW T-SHIRT: 
AVAILABLE IN PUNK STYLE 
(BLACK-AND-WHITE) + 
MILITARY STYLE 
(GREEN-AND-BLACK) 
SPECIFY SIZE: S-M-L-XL 
OR TANK-TOP 
100% COTTON 
$15.00 


This page contains only some of the many 
publications and documentaries available 
through SHADOW Mailorder. We are 
always updating our catalog with new 
and interesting items, which you can view 
at: www/ShadowPress.net. If you have 
something we can add to our catalog, 
please turn us on! Our email is: Shadow- 
MailOrder@yahoo.com. 


ALL ORDERS ARE SHIPPED 


cameras, satellites, armies of journalists 
and propaganda techniques. One war was 
rationalized as an effort to find and remove 
Weapons of Mass Destruction— the other 
was carried out by even more powerful 
Weapons of Mass Deception. Put together 
by Danny Schechter "The News Dissector" 
of Globalvision. Highly Recommended! 98 
min. (DVD) $20.00. 


SPECIAL OFFER: Choose any 
three DVDs and pay only 
$ 20 . 00 . 

Choose any five DVDs and 
pay only $30.00. 
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National Lawyers Guild. Only $1.00. 

• GLOBAL OUTLOOK MAGAZINE 
(COLLECTORS EDITION): This is one of 

the very few great 
investigative journals 
that exposes not 
only the truth behind 
mainstream media's 
lies and propagan¬ 
da, but the methods 
by which the media 
and gov't operate, 
from disinformation 
to false flag opera¬ 
tions. Includes: False 
Flag Operations: How wars are started by 
state-sponsored terrorism; Recognizing 
Historic Patterns of Deception; 55 False 
Flag Frauds; Was 9/11 a False Flag Oper¬ 
ation?; Is the Economic Meltdown a False 
Flag Op?: A Guide To Surviving the Global 
Crisis. You can get this Collector's Edition 
for only $8.00. The cover price of this 295 
page issue is $14.95! 

• WORLD WAR III ILLUSTRATED: Political 
art and comics magazine by Seth Toboc- 
man, Sabrina Jones, Peter Kuper, Scott 
Cunningham, Angela Bocage, Eric Drook- 
er, Sandy Jiminez, Mike Diana, Mac McGill 
and others. $8.00 for latest issue. 

• HOWTO OPEN HANDCUFFS WITH¬ 
OUT KEYS: 44pgs (book). $12.00. 

• HOW TO LEGALLY OBTAIN A SECOND 
CITIZENSHIP + PASSPORT AND WHY 
YOU WANT TO: 131 pgs (book). $15.00. 

• HOW TO CLEAR YOUR ADULT + JUVE¬ 
NILE CRIMINAL RECORDS: Author Wil¬ 
liam Rinehart details how he successfully 
removed felonies from his criminal record 
and how you can do it, with specific legal 
language for each state. 102pgs (book). 
$16.00. 

• YOU DON'T HAVE TO FUCK PEOPLE 
OVER TO SURVIVE (Seth Tobocman): Polit¬ 
ical cartoons and comic strips by World 
War Three Illustrated co-founder and edi¬ 
tor Seth Tobocman protesting the materi¬ 
alism of American culture, homelessness, 
police brutality, gentrification, nuclear 
war, environmental destruction and more. 
212pgs (book). $23.00. 

• BLACKLISTED NEWS: SECRET 


radio show host Dave von Kleist (www. 
thepowerhour.com) presents and analyzes 
mainstream media footage to raise 
questions about what type of planes hit 
the WTC twin towers and the Pentagon 
on Sept. 1.1,2001, WTC leaseholder Larry 
Silverstein's admission of decision to 
"pull" 7 WTC, interviews with firefighters 
who heard explosions throughout the 
WTC towers before they collapsed, and 
other footage broadcast only once and 
never seen again. Extras include local 
Oklahoma City TV news reports on 
April 19, 1995 on several high-powered 
explosives discovered in and removed 
from the Murrah Federal Bldg after the first 
explosion. These reports were killed by the 
following day and were not seen again!! 
Approx. 60 min. (DVD) $10.00. 

• LOOSE CHANGE 2: A great companion 
to 911: In Plane Site, emphasizes 
controlled demolitions as the cause of 
the WTC collapses, examines Pentagon 
and WTC hits, black boxes, reports of 
WTC explosions, footage of explosives 
bursting from sides of twin towers, the 
shooting down of Flight #93 over PA, cell 
phone calls from passengers, phoney Bin 
Laden footage used by media, and more. 
Approx. Highly recommended! 60 min. 
(DVD) $10.00. 

• UNCOVERED: The Whole Truth About 
The Iraq War: Takes 
you behind the walls 
of government, 
as CIA, Pentagon 
and foreign service 
experts speak out, 
many for the first 
time, detailing lies, 
misstatements 
and exaggerations 
that served as the 
reasons to fight 
a "pre-emptive" 
war that wasn't 

necessary. This documentary offers an 
in depth look at the unsettling distortion 
of intelligence and "spin and hype" 
presented to the American people, the 
Congress and the press. Fighting wars to 
bring about regime change is in breach of 
international law, yet, throughout the Fall 
of 2002, and into the weeks preceding the 
invasion of Iraq in March 2003, the Bush 
administration systematically distorted 
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USA PATRIOT Act, with facts and stories 
that illuminate administration lies, wrong¬ 
headed policies, and the real victims of 
these actions —the American people. 60 
min. (DVD) $10.00. 

•THETWO KENNEDYS: 

Carefully untangles 
the web of conspiracy 
between organized crime, 
anti-Castro exiles and oil 
barons, that resulted in the 
assassinations of John and 
Robert Kennedy. Very rare, 
Approx. 115 min. (DVD) 
$10.00 

• THE PLOT TO KILL 
ROBERT KENNEDY: 

Investigative journalist 
Ted Charak dissects the 
assassination of RFK with 
witnesses and forensic 
evidence, exposing 
destruction of evidence 
and other cover-up attempts by police. 
Very rare. Approx. 95 min. (DVD) $10.00. 

• THE MONEY MASTERS: Historical docu¬ 
mentary that traces the origins of the polit¬ 
ical power structure that rules our nation 
and the world today, which has its roots in 
the hidden manipulation and accumula¬ 
tion of gold and other forms of money. 31/2 
hrs (DVD) $10.00. 

• TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK: OPERATION 
CLASS WARFARE ON THE LOWER EAST 
SIDE: This 1992 documentary pieces 
together the unofficial story behind the 
Tompkins Square Police Riot of 1988 

and reveals the ugly side of forced 
gentrification in New York City, tracing 
the transformation of Tompkins Square 
Park from a tent city for homeless people 
and bastion of free expression for artists, 
bohemians, rebels and crazies, to a central 
battleground in the fiercely contested 
class war over the Lower East Side; to a 
riot scene complete with burning trash 
cans and unwarranted police violence; to 
an empty, fenced in wasteland; and finally, 
to the safe and sterile environment it is 
today. Features interviews with people 
who lived in the park, those that defended 
their right to do so, and footage from the 
riots, rallies and protests that occurred 
in and around the park. 60 min. (DVD) 
$ 10 . 00 . 


SHADOW T-SHIRT: 
AVAILABLE IN PUNK STYLE 
(BLACK-AND-WHITE) + 
MILITARY STYLE 
(GREEN-AND-BLACK) 
SPECIFY SIZE: S-M-L-XL 
OR TANK-TOP 
100% COTTON 
$15.00 


This page contains only some of the many 
publications and documentaries available 
through SHADOW Mailorder. We are 
always updating our catalog with new 
and interesting items, which you can view 
at: www/ShadowPress.net. If you have 
something we can add to our catalog, 
please turn us on! Our email is: Shadow- 
MailOrder@yahoo.com. 


ALL ORDERS ARE SHIPPED 
UPON RECEIPT OF 
PAYMENT. 

PLEASE MAKE PAYMENT BY 
MONEY ORDER TO: 
SHADOW PRESS 
P.O. BOX 20298 
NEW YORK, NY 10009 


YOUR PURCHASES AND 
DONATIONS HELP US TO KEEP 
PUBLISHING THE SHADOW AND 
FUND OTHER PROJECTS-WE 
APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!! 




















nublu 


www.nublu.net 

www.nublurecords.com 










IN 1901 MUrtlA ABU JAMAL BECAME 



IN 2015 MUM (A FELL 
CrRAVELY ILL . HE 

te*-rei> po^ii’ivE 
FOP HEPATITIS G. 
500,000 PEOPLE PIE 
OP THIY CM5EA5E 
EACH YEAR. IT 15 
A 4ILENJ EPIDEMIC 
0OTH »NYIPE ANP 
0UT5lI>E OP 
PRISON, 



THE MOfT COMMON CAu$E OF 
INFECTION 14 TO HAVE 
NTECT Et> HEROIN AT ^OME 
POINT IN LIFE, 50 MANX FOLK* 
RON't ARMiT they HAVE" IT. 



UNTIL RECENTLY THE 
ONLY TREATMENT 
WAY INTERFERON 
A t>RU& WITH *UCH 
PAINFUL *|FE EFFECT* 
THAT MANY REFU-YEF 
totake IT ANC> I 
PIER. I 



w!P' 

#^4 



ANEW PRUG, HARVONI. 
CURE* QUICKLY WITH ‘ 
FEW 4IPE EFFECTY. 
GUT THE COMPANY 
THAT /WAKEY IT, 
GILEA£>,CHARGEY 
50 MUCH THAT 
MOAT PEOPLE 
WHO NEEC> 

IT CANNOT 
AFFORO 
TO U*E 
IT. 



THE PENKl$yLVANlA 
DEPARTMENT OH 
C OR R E GT I OtNI <, 
REFUYE> -To 







^ T|,/| \\l///|||///^|| (// 

v/S\ 


IN FIGHTING FOR MUMIA.WE 

Fight for millions in 
prison,for 

_ MULTITUDE* 

WITH 
HEPC. 
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